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Johanna Jessie Mackenzie, 96, passed away at her home in West Bay, 01 October 2014.  It would 

have been she and Duncan John’s 74th wedding anniversary. She born in Whycocomagh, on 01 

March 1918. She was the second oldest of fourteen children. She spent her early years growing up 

on MacLean Island, what we now call the Crammond Islands.  Johanna married Duncan John 

MacKenzie, 01 October 1940 and together they raised their family in West Bay. In the 50s and 

60s Duncan John ran lumber camps around Cape Breton Island and Johanna along with raising her 

family, cooked and managed the camps for her husband.  Her cooking skills are legendary.  She 

was devoted to her family, her church and her community and throughout her life she worked 

tirelessly for all of these.  Johanna was the Postmistress in West Bay for many years so she was 

well known and very respected by everyone. Johanna was an active member of the West Bay 

United Church and served in many positions on the official board.  She was a steward until only a 

few years ago when her health began to deteriorate. She was a charter member of the West Bay 

United Church UCW and served faithfully for more than 60 years. She was instrumental in the 

West Bay UCW fund-raising to enable the group to sponsor a child. Even in later years when the 

group was down to only two or three members, Johanna would bake a fruitcake and have the 

Seniors Club sell tickets on it so they could continue that sponsorship. She was a founding member 

of the Strait Richmond Hospital Advisory Committee; a founding member of the Head of the Lake 

Seniors Club where she enjoyed playing cards and attending various events sponsored by the club. 

She was a lifetime member of The Order of the Eastern Star, Starlight Chapter# 66; Johanna was 

a member of the Inverness-Guysborough Presbytery for more than 34 years and she worked on the 

various committees of the Presbytery until her 91th year, although she remained a member until 

her death.    She was always very active in the community, attending and cooking for everything 

that went on including church and community events. Johanna was a very beautiful woman and 

she carried herself with the grace and dignity that was always her trademark.  She loved animals 

and could see no reason to destroy any life, no matter how large or small. She worked hard all her 

life and although she lost two sons and a son in law over the years, she was always able to rise 

above the loss.  She loved her children, her grandchildren and great grandchildren, which was very 

evident at her funeral service as they paid their respects to their much loved and respected 

matriarch. 

                                          

The celebration of life was held at West Bay United Church, West Bay, NS, 05 October 2014. 

 

 


