
Pine Hill Board of Governors 

 

Friends I bring you greetings as my current term as Pine Hill Board chair draws to a close. After 

six years of serving both AST and Pine Hill Board, it’s my pleasure to report there are many 

exciting changes afoot for us all. 

 

Of significant note for the Conference is the appointment of our newest president, Rev. Neil S. 

Bennet.  Rev. Bennet is an Anglican priest who is also a graduate of AST and holds an MBA.  He 

brings a background in strategic organizational leadership, organizational learning, and leadership 

development.  These skills will be essential as the AST community continues to discern its future 

in our evolving theological landscape in North America.  I hope you will join us in welcoming him 

as we look forward to his leadership in this critical time. 

 

This year I’m happy to report that we have thirty nine United Church students in theological 

education at AST.  We currently have one student in the lay ministry program, twenty two students 

studying via distance education, and seventeen enrolled in the on campus program. Seven students 

will leave convocation this year with their Master’s in Divinity – a rich gift of leadership for our 

United Church.  Our Continuing Education Bursary was awarded to Rev. Elizabeth Hayward who 

is ministering with the Canadian Memorial Pastoral Charge in Vancouver BC. We were also 

pleased to award Rev. Mary Taylor the first Tri-Annual Pine Hill Alumni Associates Scholarship 

(formerly Campbell-Carmichael Traveling Fellowship). 

 

Our students are the heart and focus of our ministry together.  It is with deep thanks and 

appreciation that we acknowledge the gift we have in Rev. Sally Shaw as our formation director, 

whose leadership and skill continue to shape the ministers who will serve our church today and 

tomorrow.  Our faithful Bursary Committee chaired by Rev. Scott Hillier works on the front lines 

of student needs with our Executive Director Brenda Munro.  Together, they ensure that student’s 

needs are met thought the support of Pine Hill. 

 

Like the United Church, AST and Pine Hill are in the midst of an evolution.  The face of our church 

and our role in society has changed at an unprecedented rate and the same is true for theological 

education.  Currently, we are working hard with our ecumenical partners to position AST as a 

community that evolves into the future the Spirit surely has in store.  Pine Hill has created joint 

executive discussions in partnership with the AST board executive and we will be holding joint 

board meetings as we discern the future together.  No matter what changes our United Church 

faces in the years to come, one thing’s for certain: we will need educated, passionate, skilled and 

determined leaders who are grounded in the gospel.  Pine Hill is dedicated to making sure that 

happens through AST, both for the sake of our Conference and for the wider church and world of 

which we are a part. 

 

There are many items on the Pine Hill plate these days, including how we can partner with the 

United Church of Canada Foundation and support for a Ministry of Supervision workshop. On just 

about any given day we owe a great deal to Bob Carter and his Finance wizards (they are magical) 

and to Brenda Munro, whose dedication to our church and the mission of Pine Hill is an amazing 

gift to witness. 


