
Proposal 6 

 

Title:   Pilgrimage for a Just Peace in Israel/Palestine 

 

Originating Body:    Chignecto Presbytery 

 

Financial Implications if known:   Approximately $50,000 

 

Staffing Implications if known:   

 

Source of Funding if known:   

 

That the 42nd General Council 2015 encourage the Moderator to organize a 

pilgrimage of justice and peace, affirming the UCC's commitment to support the 

peace process in the Holy Land and in the Middle East, and to reflect on the on-

going and clear wish for a peace with justice for Palestinians and Israelis as well as 

all people of the Middle East. 

We propose the members of the Moderators group include: a member of the 

leadership of the Aboriginal Council, a returned UCC Ecumenical Accompanier, a 

representative of the United Network for a Just Peace for Palestine and Israel 

(UNJPPI), a representative of the General Council Executive, and a member of the 

GCO staff who has worked closely with partners in Palestine and Israel. 

We propose the Moderator also invite: the Primate of the Anglican Church, the 

Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, the National Bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, The Executive Director of the Mennonite 

Central Committee, the President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

a representative from the Quaker’s. 

Further that the Moderator invite: at least one Rabbi and at least one Imam to join 

the pilgrimage. 

 

Background 

This proposal arises out of a pilgrimage by the leadership of World Council of Churches in 

March 2015 to express solidarity with the Christian churches and people in Israel and Palestine 

focusing on peace-building and inter-religious initiatives.   

The suggested composition of the United Church members reflects:  

 a belief there is a strong connection between Canadian First Nations and the Palestinian 

experience and understanding of a Theology of the Land.  

 Returned EA’s have a depth of experience in relation to the Occupation that most others 

cannot replicate and are aware of aspects of the occupation that may escape the notice of 

many. 

 A representative from UNJPPI would be helpful in strengthening the Networks ties with that 

of the key leadership within the denomination. Additionally, many of the key UNJPPI 

leaders have a deep knowledge of the existing situation in Palestine and Israel. 

 Some of the GCO staff have long and deep relationships with key partners in Palestine and 

Israel and can help in building trust and offer perspective that the local partner may not offer 

in the moment. 



 

The suggested ecumenical partners are from denominations that have deep ties with the people of 

Palestine and Israel.  

 

It would be helpful to have a Rabbi(s) and an Imam(s) to offer greater depth to the theological 

and cultural reflection within the group.  

 

The breadth of this group and its inter-religious composition would serve as a sign to 

Palestinians and Israelis that Canadians from all backgrounds desire and pray that the people of 

the “Holy Land” may all be able to live in peace with justice.  


