
St. Croix Presbytery 

 

Whoosh—and there goes another year in what must be one of the smallest and friendliest 

presbyteries in the country. Why are we friendly? Is it because we are more kind? Of course, not. 

We get along because when a group is as small as ours, we must cooperate. If we don’t, we will 

sink. In this report I want to highlight an achievement which may give hope to other groups, who 

are working just as hard as us to keep the United Church presence blooming where ever we are 

planted. Two charges each with their own distinct attributes have agreed to “share” the services of 

Rev Jane Doull. Previously, Jane was the fulltime minister at the Wesley United Church in St. 

Andrews. Now, she commits ¾’s of her time to Wesley and ¼ to St. James. I am pleased to report 

that the partnership is working very well thanks to excellent lay leadership and a mutual 

commitment to adapt by being flexible. This new configuration offers pastoral continuity and 

financial viability in the present, and openness to the movement of the Spirit in the future. 

 

To conclude, our churches face many challenging realities. Therefore, sometimes, when I think 

about the state of the local church (United and otherwise) in the St. Croix region or in the 

Washington County area of Maine where I also serve, I get depressed. In response, what do I do? 

Can’t say it will work for you but to hearten my spirits I start singing the unique “hymn” I learned 

from Sister Odell in the Kings of Comedy skit:  

 

                  I'm gone tell how good God's been, I'm gone tell how good God's been,  

                         the weather started getting rough, the tiny ship was tossed  

                    if it wasn't for the courage of the crew, the Minnow would be lost,  

                                             I said the Minnow would be lost … 

                              now we up in the big league, got my turn at bat  

                                          as long as we got you and sweet Jesus,  

                                             there ain't nothing wrong with that, 

                                             there ain’t nothing wrong with that. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev Dr Mark Hatfield 

 
 
 
 


