
Sydney Presbytery 
  

This year, as most years, we have seen many changes in Sydney Presbytery. 

  

Gordon United, after many year’s of doing God’s work, decided to disband, but they celebrated 

their years as one of God’s United Church Congregation during their closing service. On the 

positive side, the union of First United, Trinity United, St. Andrew’s United and Baptist Heritage 

was celebrated on October 19, 2015, with the new congregation being called “United Heritage”. 

  

God moved some ministers to our area - Revs. Carolyn & Victor MacLeod came to St. Peter's as 

of May 1, 2014. Sylvia Fitzgerald, DLM came to Boularderie as of July 1, 2014. Rev. Rosemary 

Godin replaced Rev. Boyce Elliot at United Heritage as of October 1, 2014. Rev. Nancy Ritchie 

came to North Sydney as of January 1, 2015. Some of our friends and colleagues were called to 

move on. We will miss Rev. and Mrs Clayton Austin. 

  

There are still retired ministers feeling God’s call to minister as pulpit supply or part time 

appointments. We celebrate all of the lay, ordained and DLM clergy who serve our Presbytery. 

  

Our presbytery is one full of celebrations - the good news portion of our meeting minutes over the 

year covers activities ranging from celebrations of ministry, celebrating long-time members 

birthdays, to musical events to dinner plays to the ever-present food fests - from baked beans and 

fishcakes to strawberry socials to lobster suppers - all manner of food is shared in fellowship in all 

of our church halls. This is a ministry of shared love and service as gathering in community for 

meals is the oldest Christian practise of all. 

  

We recognized the Spirit moving in this area by deciding to honour “Places that Matter”. Under 

the inspiration of former Chair Dianne Kempt we began to recognize different community groups 

during our Order of the Day. We invite a deserving group or organization to come and celebrate 

their initiatives of outreach in the community. The groups would attend a Presbytery meeting, give 

us a presentation of their work, and receive a certificate of appreciation. The of the groups we 

honoured were the Community Cares Youth outreach program in Sydney Mines, the Lenten Lunch 

program at St. John the Baptist Anglican Church in North Sydney, Access 808 Youth Centre in 

Sydney, New Waterford and District’s Historical Society and St. Mary’s Polish Parish in Whitney 

Pier. 

  

Our Presbytery has also had Habitat for Humanity explain their local building program, and of 

course our own Catherine MacLean, the Maritime Conference UCW President brought us her 

“Poverty Dolls” project - patterns and all! 

  

Some of our ministers are active in various Safer Communities initiatives, and one Presbytery 

member in particular is active in the reform of the Social Services Act of Nova Scotia. 

  

We have spent many hours reviewing different reports from the Comprehensive Review Task 

Force, and have passed our comments and questions back to the appropriate persons. 

  



Our Clergy and our lay members and adherents are all believers in Christ - as I told my own 

congregations on Earth Sunday - we are all here in this building today because we believe in Christ, 

the Holy Spirit and God - We recognize that in today’s society and world, it is all too easy to drift 

away from being an active participant in Christ’s Church. So each Church, each Pastoral Charge 

and each Presbytery in Maritime Conference that is actively serving and worshipping is upholding 

our United Church Creed - we all recognize that: 

“God is with us, we are not alone. Thanks be to God” 

   

Rev. Margie Wood 
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