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I am a 71 year old retired construction I.B.E.W. union electrician, former union business 

manager, former building trades president, NDP supporter, former United Church Elder, active 

member of Breaking the Silence solidarity network, Church in the World Committee and Mining 

the Connections Committee.  I am an active seeker of truth in both religion and society and 

above all a husband, father and grandfather.  I have grave concerns about the environmental 

damage my generation, more than any previous, is leaving for my grandchildren to try to heal. 

I am guilty of having worked on some of the most environmentally degrading projects - mining, 

oil fired power plants, nuclear plants, pulp mills and oil refineries - as well as having publicly 

promoted them in my role as a union representative. I have been twisted in anguish as I tried to 

justify my actions to friends who were protesting the long term consequences of these projects.  

In the 1970’s and 80’s, I believed that there could be common ground between construction 

workers and environmentalists as we struggled for better pay and working conditions and they 

fought for a better environment for all our children. I now realize they were right!  Although we 

improved our wages and conditions, too many of our members have died too young, many from 

cancers caused by exposure to industrial chemicals and products like asbestos, as well as from 

alcoholism.  We still were and are the cannon fodder of industry.  To be honest, I always knew 

in my heart of hearts they were right and my legacy was confirmed two years ago when a C.T. 

scan confirmed asbestos plaque in both of my lungs.  This is a condition that is epidemic among 

construction and industry workers. 

About 11 years ago as part of an Amnesty International group from Hampton, N.B. we learned 

of a meeting taking place at Tatamagouche Centre. We were seeking to network with other 

social justice organizations and the Atlantic Regional Solidarity Network (ARSN.) was just what 

we were looking for. My wife, Ida, and I and two others from the Hampton Amnesty group joined 

an eclectic mix of religious, political, union, environmental and social justice groups for a 

weekend of eye and heart-opening revelations.  We found we were not alone!   

The high point of the weekend for us was meeting members of the Maritimes-Guatemala 

Breaking the Silence (BTS) network. Kathryn Anderson introduced us to the plight of Mayan 

refugees during and after the civil war in Guatemala. Through her book “Weaving Relationships” 

we learned of the history of the civil conflict in Guatemala, the struggle of refugees returning 

from Mexico after the Peace Accord was finally signed, and of the continuing persecution. We 



 

 

heard profoundly moving stories from young people trained at Tatamagouche Centre to be 

accompaniers with Mayan families searching for disappeared relatives or friends, stories of 

being with survivors as the bodies of their loved ones were exhumed from mass graves. These 

young adults, including many young women, became my heroes and showed me how shallow 

and self-serving my own working life had been. These amazing young people were seldom in 

church. In fact, they were a mixture of many cultures, and religions and non-religions, but to me 

they were clearly doing Godly work! 

Two years later, Ida and I were part of a team of carpenters from the Maritimes helping the 

Mayan Community of Rabinal, Guatemala build the second phase of a school for the children of 

the survivors of the Rio Negro massacre. During our six-week stay in Guatemala in 2006, we 

saw many signs of opposition to mining. We also witnessed the oppression of the indigenous 

population by the CIA-supported government and saw evidence of mass graves of the 

disappeared.  At that time, we also met Tatamagouche Centre-trained BTS Interns. Since 2001, 

BTS interns have worked with several Mayan communities, helping establish co-ops, schools, 

legal support, and agricultural sustainability for small farms. They have witnessed opposition as 

communities have been displaced or destroyed to accommodate gold mines. The rape and 

pillage of the global south continues as it has for 500 years, but at a greatly accelerated, almost 

manic pace. 

The message of the interns and Kathryn Anderson fell on sympathetic ears at Maritime 

Conference in 2012, resulting in a proposal being adopted to recommend divestment of the 

UCC Pension Funds from Canadian gold mine, Goldcorp!  This Proposal was presented to 

General Council but was changed to allow only for a statement by the United Church, published 

on the United Church website, rather than asking the Pension Board to divest.. Kathryn was 

allowed five minutes to speak to the issue, whereas the Pension Board Chair was allowed 

unlimited time to oppose the Proposal without any opportunity for her to respond. I understand 

the arguments of engagement vs. divestment. However, the violence continues and our faith 

partners in Guatemala cannot understand how the United Church of Canada can justify 

investing in Gold for even one-half of one percent of their portfolio. Real human death and 

suffering and extreme and unredeemable environmental degradation no matter how far away, 

like child abuse by your next door neighbor, is never excusable for any reason. Jesus is 

weeping for his people and his world. 

I pray that you will use your wisdom to help us achieve an ethical God-inspired resolution.      

Sincerely yours,  

Dave MacPherson.  

Member of the Maritime Conference Church in Action Committee  

Mining the Connection Working Group  


