
Title:  Actively Promote Actions and Ideas Designed to Bring Peace to the Ukraine 

 

Originating Body:     Sydney Presbytery  

 

Intended Courts for Action:  Maritime Conference; General Council 

 

Financial Implications:   Minimal 

 

Staffing Implications:   One General Council Staff Person possibly 2-4 days 

 

Source of Funding:    n/a 

 

Sydney Presbytery proposes that the Moderator and Executive of the General 

Council urge the government of Canada to adopt a more conciliatory approach to 

Russia with regard to solving the crisis in the Ukraine and to formally recognize 

Crimea’s reunification with Russia. 

 

Background:  
The United Church has always been a justice seeking Church based largely upon Micah 6:8 but if 

one looks at the actions of Nathan the Prophet in 2 Samuel 12:2-9 God also wants us to speak out 

against our Government if it is doing wrong. 

 

From the outset of the rise of tensions in the Ukraine the actions of the Canadian Government, 

when viewed critically, seem more likely to promote war rather than peace. 

  

It has consistently backed a government in Kyiv that has several neo-Nazi members (see Neo-Nazi 

Newsnight You Tube) and has cried foul when Russia supported other Russians in the eastern 

Ukraine. Its latest action in sending 200 soldiers to help train the western Ukraine’s army to better 

fight (and kill) their fellow Ukrainians in the east of the country appears to show most clearly that 

the Canadian Government is promoting war rather than peace. 

 

The intent of this resolution is to encourage the Canadian Government to work with Russia to 

bring peace to the Ukraine. 

 

In addition to the Canadian Government incorrectly identifying Russia as an aggressor, it has 

promoted the notion that the Crimea voted to rejoin Russia only due to threats from the Russian 

military. A view of the You Tube Article titled The Crimea Returns to Russia shows that in fact 

the vote in the Crimea truly reflected the wishes of its people. According to writer Scott Taylor in 

The Halifax Chronicle Herald a Canadian government funded survey of 800 Crimean residents 

taken in January 2015 reported 82% fully supported the Annexation (Return to Russia).The same 

article indicates that the original referendum was 95% in favour of returning to Russia. Reference 

is made to a return to Russia since from the 1700’s to 1954 the Crimea was Russian territory. In 

1954, when both the Ukraine and Russia were part of the Soviet Union, the government of the 

USSR gave the Crimea to the Ukraine. 



The United Church has already recognized that an undivided Ukraine with no conflict is desirable. 

It is searching for concrete ideas to achieve this. Some of these together with the ideas in the 

Resolution might be:  

 1.  A Ukraine, like Switzerland, that is a neutral country. 

 2.  A Peacekeeping force for the eastern Ukraine. 

 3.  A constitution that will protect both Eastern and Western Ukrainians and guarantee a  

  neutral country.  

 

Intermediate Court Action: 

Ross Bartlett / Mary White moved that the 90th Annual Meeting of Maritime Conference not 

transmit Proposal #18 entitled “Actively Promote Actions and Ideas Designed to Bring Peace to 

the Ukraine” to the 42nd General Council of The United Church of Canada.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

 

 

 

 


