
Title:  Restructuring the Four Court Model (alternative to proposals 8 and 11) 

 

Originating Body:      Maritime Conference 

 

Intended Court(s) for Action:   General Council 42 

 

Financial Implications:    As contained in “United in God’s work” 

 

Staffing Implications:     As contained in “United in God’s Work” 

 

Source of Funding if known:   As contained in “United in God’s Work” 

 

Maritime Conference proposes that the existing four-court model be retained and 

embraced and that processes be implemented leading to greater financial efficiency 

in the courts of the church and greater effectiveness in the Oversight of Pastoral 

Charges/Faith Communities and ministry personnel within their bounds. 

 

Theological Rationale: 

The United Church of Canada emerges from traditions which valued the movement and working 

of the Holy Spirit in all people.  The structure of the church has been crafted and maintained to 

facilitate the contribution of a maximum number of voices in reflection, deliberation and decision-

making. 

Background: 

By removing the centres of decision-making further from the communities of faith and increasing 

the size of those bodies the three-council model diminishes the opportunity for input (from a 

variety of different groups) into the denomination’s life and work. 

1. There may be a need to “rationalize” some Conference boundaries to achieve greater 

efficiencies and effectiveness. 

2. The current model of Presbytery meetings provides the opportunity for a healthy mixture of 

local concerns and wider church initiatives.  Even acknowledging that the spiritual and 

collegial life of some Presbyteries leaves much to be desired, the more local format creates 

greater opportunity for local impact and support to faith communities. 

3. The report “United in God’s Work” gives no indication of the proposed number and size of 

regions.  However, it seems safe to assume that these will be fewer and larger than most 

existing Conferences.  As a result (and with the expectation that faith communities will bear 

the costs of sending delegates to Regional Council meetings) geography and expense will 

work against the possibility of adequate representation of all Communities of Faith. 

4. The same issues exist, in a much magnified form, in the proposed Denominational Council 

and the possibilities of widespread representation and the adequate airing of issues will be 

further curtailed.  As well, given the size and cost of the proposed Denominational Council 

a logical outcome is that discussion will be held at a very abstract and general level while 

important detail work will fall to a smaller group of staff, changing the voluntaristic nature 

of our church. 

5. The proposed three council system places the membership of ministry personnel in the local 

community of faith, which significantly alters our understanding of paid accountable ministry 

without adequate theological rationale 
 



Intermediate Court Action: 

Ross Bartlett / Sean Handcock moved that the 90th Annual Meeting of Maritime Conference not 

transmit Proposal #20 entitled “Restructuring the Four Court Model (alternative to proposals 8 and 

11)” to the 42nd General Council of The United Church of Canada.  

MOTION CARRIED 
 


