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Response to the Pension Board Report to General Council 42 by the Maritime Conference Mining 

the Connections Working Group 

 
Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.  

Matthew 6:21, Luke 12:34 

 

Because of your money, you are complicit. Give your money to something that gives life.  - Catholic Parish 

Committee in Defense of Mother Earth, San Miguel Ixtahuacan Nov. 2013 meeting with Mining the 

Connections/KAIROS Mining Study Tour delegation       

 

To serve God and live life fully we must withdraw our cooperation from the forces of death. And more than 

withdraw. Our task is more proactive, more assertive. And to capture its essence, Gandhi coined a clumsy word. 

We are to “non-cooperate” with the forces of death. We resist the big business of death and put our energies into 

those projects that bring greater life to others, especially the poor and starving.  - John Dear                                                                                                            

 

I am a contributor to and eventual beneficiary of the United Church of Canada Pension Fund. I know that our 

pension board invests in Goldcorp. I am deeply troubled, for I seek to walk in harmony with the women who walk 

with dusty shoes. I can see that my dusty shoes of solidarity with the women of Guatemala are now sprinkled with 

gold dust.  -  Rev. Ellen Wood, Manitoba/NW Ontario Conference 

Why do we need to mine lesser quality ore and use higher risk techniques when we already have so much of this 

material out of the ground?   - Emma Hebb, General Council Commissioner, Maritime Conference  

Is it really worth it to create social conflict, to run huge risks such as long term acid drainage, for the sake of 

making money for people who live in Canada?  -  Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini, member of the UCC partner group, 

the Guatemala Ecumenical Council, and decades-long friend of the United Church  

 

Introduction  

The Mining the Connections Working Group of 

the Maritime Conference Church in Action 

Committee (MTC) has sought UCC Pension 

Board (UCCPB) divestment from Goldcorp since 

2009. We do this in solidarity with United 

Church, KAIROS and community partners in 

Guatemala who tell us time and again that 

Goldcorp’s presence and extractive model of 

development does not give life. Gold mining in 

Guatemala requires massive disturbance of land 

(a minimum of a ton of earth removed for an 

ounce of gold) and a high risk of short and long 

term environmental destruction in populated 

areas. It causes major social disruption, conflict 

and community breakdown, impacts which 

Goldcorp understands as normal “negative 

externalities.” Gold’s main uses are adornment 

and gold bars. The small amount of gold needed 

for medical and other purposes is easily obtained 

from already-mined gold. 

 

Goldcorp has persisted in mining development 

and continues to hold 40 exploration and 

extraction licenses in Guatemala. 79 indigenous 

and mestizo communities, many in areas where 

Goldcorp has licenses, have massively rejected 

this model of development in municipal 

referenda. We believe that these communities 

have the right to choose development models that 

contribute to the well-being of human beings and 

respect indigenous values concerning use of the 

land, trees, plants and water. We affirm their right 

to use traditional forms of community decision-

making, defined in the U.N. Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Articles 26 and 32. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

Section 48 recommendation (p.5) calls the church 

to ensure that its institutions, policies, programs 

and practices comply with the U.N. Declaration. 

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/201

5/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf 

 

Management engagement by SHARE and other 

groups over almost a decade has not changed the 

ongoing negative impacts of Goldcorp mining 

projects in Guatemala. It persists in maintaining 

mining development plans with the approval and 

encouragement of Guatemala’s highly corrupt 

national government that represents the interests 



2 

 

of a small, wealthy elite who often benefit from 

mining projects. Goldcorp’s Webpage states that 

it “is one of the fastest-growing, lowest-cost 

senior gold producers, with operations and 

development projects in politically stable 

jurisdictions throughout the Americas.” 

Guatemala is not now and never has been 

politically stable. It has a long history of 

corruption at the highest levels of government 

and continues its repression of indigenous 

peoples, especially those resisting mega-projects. 

Guatemala is in chaos, with social unrest growing 

after the International Commission Against 

Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) and the Public 

Prosecutor exposed rampant corruption in the 

social security and customs offices, the judicial 

system and Congress. As of mid-July, 42 people, 

including the President’s former personal 

secretary, his general secretary and the head of 

the national bank, have been arrested. The 

Environment Minister was forced to resign. The 

Mines and Energy Minister resigned May 15th, 

due to allegations of corruption, money 

laundering and anomalies in granting contracts. 

                                                                                                                                             

Divestment does not mean that the United Church 

is abandoning solidarity with our sisters and 

brothers in Guatemala nor does it mean that we 

have no options to effectively impact Goldcorp. 

There is much that the United Church and its 

members can and must do.  

 

Specific Responses to the Pension Board 

Report 

UCCPB quote “Issues of concern have been 

raised by church members about company 

activities at one mine in particular, Marlin in 

Guatemala.”                                                                                                          

MTC Response Although concerned about 

ongoing negative impacts of the Marlin Mine, we 

have raised concerns with the UCCPB about 

Goldcorp’s Cerro Blanco mine, its exploration 

and extraction licenses in municipalities that have 

rejected mining projects (Goldcorp has 40 such 

licenses) and its unwillingness to take 

responsibility for the destructive development of 

the Tahoe Resources mine in which Goldcorp 

was until recently its principal investor. In 2010, 

the Goldcorp-funded Human Rights Assessment 

recommended a moratorium on all exploration 

activities, mine expansion projects and 

conversion of exploration to exploitation licenses 

in Guatemala, pending effective State 

involvement in consultation with local 

communities. This has not occurred. Goldcorp 

has not declared its intention to respect the U.N. 

Declaration on Indigenous Rights, Sections 26 

and 32 regarding Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent.                                                                                                                                        

A. Cerro Blanco A large El Salvador coalition, 

the National Roundtable Against Mining, which 

includes UCC partner ADES and leadership from 

Nelly Rivera, a member of UCC partner 

Emmanuel Baptist Church, is seeking the 

permanent closure of this mine, located in 

Guatemala near the El Salvador border. This 

mine could destroy the entire eco-system, 

including the Lempa River that provides drinking 

water to 70% of Salvadorans. Goldcorp ignored a 

hydro-geologist’s warning in 2009 that the mine 

should not be built, as it is located on geo-thermal 

reservoirs with temperatures well above 80 

degrees Celsius. Nevertheless Goldcorp 

continued. Problems of extremely hot water as 

well as unstable soil containing a naturally high 

level of arsenic remain unresolved. It has not 

informed shareholders, attributing the present 

mine closure to the current low price of gold.  

B. The proposed Los Chocoyos open-pit 

mining project, located in the municipality of 

Sipacapa, neighbor to San Miguel Ixtahuacan 

where most Marlin Mine activities have taken 

place. Sipacapans voted overwhelmingly against 

mining in a 2005 municipal referenda. 

Nonetheless Goldcorp subsidiary Entre Mares 

was granted an exploration license. The 

Environmental Impact Assessment was approved 

in February 2013, permitting extraction in spite 

of the 2005 referendum. As Goldcorp knew, 

developing this project would create serious 

community conflict. When Rev. Emilie Smith, an 

Anglican priest who lived for many years in 

Guatemala, asked about expansion plans at the 

Goldcorp 2014 AGM, the President replied that 

Sipacapa now approved of mining development. 

While true that the Municipal Council changed its 

mind when assured of greater royalty payments, 

Mr. Jeannes did not mention that the community 
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was deeply divided, that thousands of people had 

come out to a protest march just weeks earlier. 

Nor did he mention any intention of respecting 

the principle of Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent. (The project seems to be on hold at 

present, perhaps due to gold’s current low price. 

No information has been given to the nearby 

communities and no announcement has been 

made regarding this project.)   

 

The San Jose III and Eluvia mining projects 
Goldcorp subsidiaries Montana Exploradora and 

Entre Mares obtained exploration licenses in 

municipalities where well over 90% of the 

population voted against mining projects in their 

communities. Legal complaints have been laid by 

Mayan community organizations regarding the 

lack of compliance by Goldcorp with the will of 

the communities. 

 

Escobal Mine Goldcorp was Tahoe Resources’ 

largest investor with Goldcorp board members 

represented on the Tahoe Board until Goldcorp 

recently sold its shares, earning $795 million U.S. 

Yet Goldcorp would not take any responsibility 

for the mine’s destructive development. 12 

referenda in nearby communities rejected the 

mine. Peaceful resistance to this mine’s 

imposition in a rich agricultural area began in 

2011, led in large part by Catholic parish groups. 

In 2013, mine security fired on peaceful 

protesters. After revealing wiretap evidence, 

police charged Tahoe's then-head of security with 

assault and obstruction of justice. 7 victims filed 

a lawsuit in Canada. http://tahoeontrial.net  

Norway’s Government Pension Fund divested 

from Tahoe Resources “due to an unacceptable 

risk of the company contributing to human rights 

violations.”           

 

Marlin Mine We remain deeply concerned about 

the Marlin Mine.  

A.  Social impacts: Disruption of community 

cohesion, an increase in community conflict 

and violence, domestic violence, family 

breakdown, alcohol abuse and the sex trade 

(where there were four cantinas/brothels, there 

are now more than 50!), health issues 

including the spread of HIV/AIDS and serious 

skin lesions, especially with children, 

malnutrition among children due to inflated 

prices for basic products, as well as the loss of 

indigenous languages When the Nov. 2013 

KAIROS/Mining the Connections Mining Study 

Tour met with Goldcorp executive Mario 

Marroquin, he admitted that “negative 

externalities” exist, implying that social and 

cultural breakdown is a necessary cost of 

development. It occurred to us that perhaps 

Goldcorp may be the negative externality to the 

common good of the Guatemalan people. 

 

B.  Community Relations Maclean’s calls 

Goldcorp a leader in community relations. That is 

not the case in San Miguel Ixtahuacan.                                                                                                                     

Housing Community members in San Jose 

Ixcaniche, located above underground tunnels, 

have been saying since 2006 that detonations 

which presently occur twice a day are destroying 

their homes. United Church members were 

shocked when they were invited into homes to 

see the huge cracks in the walls. In April 2015 the 

Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence 

(BTS) Coordinator accompanied 18 community 

members, mainly women, to a meeting with 

Goldcorp and State institutions to discuss this 

situation. They left their homes at 4am to be on 

time for the 8am meeting which had been 

reconfirmed the day before. At 9am, they were 

told that no one would be present because of 

other commitments. The group was extremely 

upset. Once again they had been deceived and not 

heard. Most of the women have barely enough 

money to pay for school fees or food, let alone a 

trip to the city. After expressing concerns about 

badly cracked homes for the past nine years, the 

women are losing the "patience" that they are told 

to have while the matter is looked into.  

Criminalization The same day as the water 

incident, three of the women presented 

themselves to the Public Prosecutor's office, after 

they were charged with supposedly blocking the 

road and damaging a company vehicle. When no 

evidence was provided, all charges were dropped. 

This is one of many incidents of criminalization 

of dissent, where individuals, most often women, 

and their lawyer must spend time and money that 

they do not have to defend themselves. The 

Goldcorp-funded 2010 Human Rights 

http://tahoeontrial.net/
http://tahoeontrial.net/
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Assessment report was highly critical of 

Goldcorp’s attempts to criminalize dissent, 

instead of resolving legitimate complaints, most 

often raised by concerned, courageous, outspoken 

women.  

Water availability Goldcorp and its predecessor, 

Glamis Gold, stated that the mine’s massive 

water usage would not affect community water 

sources. As predicted, water sources dried up. 

Community members laid a legal complaint with 

the Inter American Human Rights Commission 

(IAHRC) who in Dec. 2011 ordered the State “to 

adopt the necessary measures to ensure that all 

beneficiary members of the 18 Mayan 

communities have access to potable water 

appropriate for human consumption and 

household use, as well as for irrigation purposes.” 

Specifically, it requested that measures be taken 

to ensure that water resources were not 

contaminated by mining operations.  

During the 2013 KAIROS/MTC mining study 

tour we learned that the State was non-compliant, 

intending to install water systems in only five 

communities. As of July 2015, only four 

communities have water. Community members 

had to pay for installation, not the intent of the 

IAHRC order. The most vulnerable, including 

single mothers, the elderly and those without a 

steady income, were left out, while those who 

could pay had 2 or 3 taps installed. During a 

recent visit by the BTS Coordinator, she learned 

that 80 families had not received water in the 

community of San Jose Ixcaniche (about a third 

of the community.) In addition, those who knew 

this was an IAHRC order and were trying to hold 

the State and Goldcorp accountable, were left out. 

Goldcorp did not oppose this plan, even though 

royalties paid to the two municipalities were 

more than adequate to cover the cost of this 

project.  

 

This issue also shows how mining projects 

developed without free, prior and informed 

consent contribute to conflict and violence. A 

community member, who is a strong advocate of 

corporate accountability, a proponent of the 2005 

Sipacapa community referendum and a well-

known opponent of the Los Chocoyos project, 

has been subject to violence because of his 

leadership in insisting on the full implementation 

of the potable water order. In March 2015 he was 

badly beaten and his wife and children were also 

attacked, allegedly by mine employees and 

advocates as well as an off-duty police officer, 

now suspended. The family was hospitalized and 

then went into hiding. Charges were laid. The 

Public Prosecutor's Office has deemed that there 

is sufficient evidence to proceed to trial. Since 

this attack, other community members have 

decided to no longer participate in the resistance 

movement for fear of reprisal. 

Water contamination Seven years of studies by 

the Commission on Peace and Ecology, a 

Guatemalan NGO, indicate the increased 

presence of heavy metals, including arsenic and 

nitrates, in water downstream from the mine. The 

2010 Human Rights Assessment noted that the 

mine does not meet international standards 

because an independent, external audit of the 

water monitoring programme has not been done. 

Rob Robinson, a soil scientist who has carried 

out research regarding Goldcorp mines for the 

Unitarian Universalist Church U.S. commented 

on the Guatemalan government’s National 

Institute of Forensic Sciences 2013 report, noting 

that it includes “worrisome findings that bode 

poorly for downstream water quality, especially 

following closure of the Marlin mine.” In the 

Nov. 2013 KAIROS/MTC Mining Study Tour 

meeting with the President of Goldcorp 

Guatemala, Mr. Marroquin stated that there is no 

need to be concerned about water downstream 

from the Marlin Mine because it meets the 

industrial standard for water, and people do not 

use the water for personal use. The most cursory 

observations reveal that children play in the 

rivers, residents bathe and do laundry, water 

animals and crops and use river water 

domestically. 

Extension of the Marlin Mine into Sipacapa 

The Marlin Mine has ended its open-pit operation 

and extended its operation underground into the 

Municipality of Sipacapa despite the 2005 

municipal referendum where more than 90% of 

residents voted against the presence of the mine. 

After more than a year, residents still have not 
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been informed of the location and length of these 

tunnels. 

UCCPB quote “Sustainalytics, a service used by 

the Board to screen companies on a range of 

environmental, social and governance criteria, 

delisted the company in 2008…. In 2015, 

Sustainalytics removed Goldcorp from its 

restricted list, stating that ‘the company has made 

significant management improvements in 

material areas such as human rights, security and 

human rights, and community relations. These 

improvements significantly reduce the possibility 

of recurrence of controversies at the Marlin 

mine.’”  

MTC Response * This is also a response to a 

misleading article in Macleans, June 6th issue. 

http://www.macleans.ca/economy/business/canad

as-top-50-most-socially-responsible-companies/ 

The UCCPB Report does not mention its 

continued investment in Goldcorp despite 

Sustainalytics’ advice from 2008 onwards not to 

invest. Nor does it mention that the recent 

Sustainalytics report gives Goldcorp a #3 rating 

for community relations (a #5 rating is the worst), 

because events at the Marlin Mine in Guatemala 

and elsewhere “have had a significant impact on 

the environment and society, posing moderate 

risks to the company.” (Definition of a #3 rating.) 

In seeking clarification from Sustainalytics, MTC 

learned that Sustainalytics: 

 Is aware of community relations events of 

concern in Guatemala, Mexico and Chile 

which is why community relations received a 

#3 rating (even though at that time it was 

unaware of serious issues regarding water, 

housing and the re-admission of a petition to 

the IAHRC. See below.) 

 Does not measure negative social impacts 

listed above, since it does not have the 

capacity to confirm evidence that groups 

including the Catholic Parish of San Miguel 

Ixtahuacan and its community health clinic, 

representatives of Community Development 

Councils (elected in every town and village), 

teachers, health workers, etc. have provided 

to groups such as the Maritime Conference 

Mining the Connections Working Group, 

KAIROS and BTS.  

 Does not report on water contamination 

issues because it has no capacity to 

investigate contradictory claims. Goldcorp 

states that it has not contaminated water and 

will not allow replication of its studies. The 

Commission on Peace and Ecology 

monitoring studies for the past 7 years 

indicate an increasing presence of heavy 

metals in water downstream from the Marlin 

Mine. The National Institute of Forensic 

Sciences report indicates that arsenic and 

other heavy metals are likely to enter surface 

water, affecting community health in the 

future.  

 Scored Goldcorp negatively as the principal 

investor in Tahoe Resources’ Escobal Mine, 

due to its investments and interlocking 

directorships in Tahoe. *Goldcorp recently 

sold its shares, earning $795 million U.S.  

 Does not consider the Guatemalan national 

context (only in Burma and Sudan.) As noted 

above, Guatemala is not a politically stable 

country and is in turmoil, due to high-level 

corruption, including recent resignations of 

the Ministers of the Environment and of 

Energy and Mines. It continues to repress 

indigenous communities and leaders, 

especially those resisting mega-projects.  

 

We also note that when Sustainalytics issued its 

2015 rating, it was unaware of concerns related to 

water and housing noted above until Crisanta 

Perez, a community leader in San Miguel 

Ixtahuacan and BTS guest in Canada, met with 

Sustainalytics on June 15th, 2015. It was also 

unaware that the IAHRC in 2014 agreed to re-

open a petition first filed in 2007, alleging that 

the Marlin Mine was causing grave harm to the 

life, personal integrity, environment and property 

of the communities, in particular affecting their 

only sources of water for consumption and 

subsistence activities. 

 

UCCPB quotes “Engagement with Goldcorp 

management has been a responsible, effective, 

and faithful action that over time has contributed 

to lasting and meaningful changes that 

divestment would not have encouraged or 

accomplished.”    

“The Pension Board concluded that divesting, as 

recommended, would have no effect on the 

http://www.macleans.ca/economy/business/canadas-top-50-most-socially-responsible-companies/
http://www.macleans.ca/economy/business/canadas-top-50-most-socially-responsible-companies/
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company or its policies. It would not be a 

significant news story drawing attention to the 

company. Nothing would change at the Marlin 

mine or elsewhere where the company operates. 

Instead, the Board chose to engage with Goldcorp 

management to bring to their attention the issues 

and concerns that have been raised by the 

church's partners in Guatemala. This engagement 

has been undertaken with other institutional 

investors through the Shareholders Association 

for Research and Education (SHARE) and has 

resulted in substantial change to corporate 

policies and practices. So much so, that the larger 

funds—Ethical Council of the Swedish national 

pension fund and NEI Investments—have 

concluded their engagements, satisfied with the 

progress made.” 

MTC Response The purpose of SHARE (and 

other management engagement groups such as 

Batirente, an organization associated with the 

CSN Quebec union coalition) is to improve 

environmental, social and governance (ESG) 

policies and practices of Canadian companies. 

Management engagement critics agree that it can 

be useful in bringing about significant changes in 

companies’ policies and practices. However, 

management engagement is often unable to 

impact core business activities that require a 

company to reduce profits and therefore 

investors’ earnings. In this case, in spite of 

management engagement efforts for almost a 

decade, Goldcorp has persisted in holding 

exploration and exploitation licenses without 

seeking free, prior and informed consent. It is 

difficult to believe that SHARE management 

engagement is going to change this practice, 

especially with the departure of some of the 

larger actors with more financial clout, since 

Goldcorp’s goal is the development of mining 

projects in low-cost locations in the Americas. It 

has almost no legal impediments to doing so in 

Guatemala,  

The decision to divest and making public that 

decision is a prophetic action that will bring 

pressure to bear on Goldcorp short and long term, 

when combined with education and action, as 

mentioned below. The UCCPB decision will 

encourage members of large union pension funds 

to question their Pension Boards and Committees 

regarding their investments in Goldcorp. These 

members, not unlike most UCC members until 

recently, do not know where their money is 

invested. It will also cause individuals in the 

United Church and beyond to press their financial 

advisers to consider decisions taken by 

investment groups such as VanCity Credit Union 

which does not invest in Goldcorp due to its lack 

of effective process to address community 

opposition to its operations in Guatemala and 

Chile. VanCity is aware that the Marlin Mine has 

ongoing protests, blockades and administrative 

complaints and that local residents have asked the 

IAHRC and the U.N. Special Rapporteur on the 

Rights of Indigenous People to intervene. The 

Rapporteur raised concerns about Goldcorp’s due 

diligence procedures and the escalation of 

violence at the mine. VanCity has also noted that 

in Chile the Supreme Court invalidated 

environmental permits of Goldcorp’s El Morro 

project due to inadequate consultation and 

compensation for local indigenous people.  

Swedish human rights and solidarity groups have 

long called for the Swedish National Pension 

Fund to divest from Goldcorp. The NEI 

representative with SHARE publicly criticized 

the shareholder activism of coalitions who 

brought proposals to Goldcorp AGMs (serious, 

legitimate proposals developed with the 

assistance of a York University law professor) 

calling them “frivolous” and “likely to undermine 

the long-term value of the company.” Apart from 

the unjust accusation, his comment reveals that 

SHARE’s management engagement takes place 

within a framework of ensuring the long-term 

value of the company, making it unlikely that 

SHARE will take on concerns issues that may 

reduce Goldcorp’s financial value, even though 

the concerns are serious and legitimate. 
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To divest is not to abandon UCC solidarity with partners. There are many effective actions that 

the United Church can and should carry out at all levels of the church, from the congregation to 

the national church, in collaboration with groups including Breaking the Silence, a Maritime 

Conference Church in Action partner since 1992, KAIROS, Amnesty International - Business and 

Human Rights section, MiningWatch Canada (a UCC partner), Catholic religious congregations 

such as the Congregation of Notre Dame, the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development 

and Peace and other groups.  

Possible actions (among many) include: 

1. Public education and action, including actions at the time of Goldcorp Annual 

Meetings, usually held in Vancouver or Toronto in the spring. Effective action brings partners’ 

human rights and environmental concerns that are otherwise unknown to the attention of 

investors, investment companies and the wider public through both partners and UCC 

representatives’ presence at the AGM, along with representatives of other concerned groups*, 

public events across Canada, media coverage and the use of social media. SHARE has not 

brought concerns re Goldcorp to AGMs, preferring management engagement behind closed 

doors to public involvement through actions such as inviting partners to speak at AGMs 

(SHARE has no partners), letter-writing campaigns and media coverage before and during 

Annual Meetings. SHARE’s approach differs greatly from UCC involvement in Nestle and anti-

apartheid campaigns where management engagement was one tool used in a strategy that 

included church partners’ participation in naming priority concerns and developing AGM 

resolutions as well as presence at AGMs, education of church members, letter-writing campaigns 

(e.g. the successful Nestle baby formula campaign with the UCW highly involved), public prayer 

vigil, and ensuring media coverage. *Individuals may speak at Goldcorp Annual Meetings 

without holding shares in Goldcorp. Individuals with shares may choose to present resolutions 

for consideration at Annual Meetings or assign their shares as proxies to other individuals in 

order to do so. UCC policy does not allow for the holding of small numbers of shares in order to 

present resolutions or speak officially for the United Church or Pension Fund at AGMs. 

 

2. Engaging churches, other faith groups and individuals in the Open for Justice Campaign 

The UCC is a campaign co-sponsor as a Canadian Network for Corporate Accountability 

member. The campaign seeks an extractive-sector Ombudsman with the power to independently 

investigate complaints and make recommendations to corporations and the Government of 

Canada; and legislated access to Canadian courts for people who have been seriously harmed by 

the international operations of Canadian companies. In 2010 Goldcorp and Barrick Gold were 

the major legally registered lobbyists that lobbied for MPs to vote against Private Members’ Bill 

C-300, a similar bill which lost by six votes. 

 

3. Supporting the work of organizations like Breaking the Silence (BTS), MiningWatch 

Canada (MWC), Amnesty International (AI) Business and Human Rights Unit BTS, a 

partner of the Maritime Conference Church in Action Committee since 1992, is the largest 

Guatemalan solidarity network in Canada with a Coordinator on the ground in Guatemala who is 

in ongoing communication with mining-affected communities. BTS campaigns can involve 

churches and individuals across Canada. AI staff, including the Executive Director of AI 

Canada, meet regularly with Goldcorp. Due to AI's large membership, its pressure can impact 

Goldcorp without financial investment. One way to support AI is to ensure that UCC members 

receive AI Urgent Actions concerning mining-related human rights violations. MWC works with 

BTS and AI, in particular providing up-to-date information and research, some of which is 

available on its Website. 
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4. Keep Sustainalytics informed of concerns coming from Guatemalan partners and 

communities, so that its scoring more accurately reflects the situation on the ground in 

Guatemala. We are aware that the present #3 community relations rating might have been worse, 

since it was based on incomplete information that Sustainalytics has now received from a 

community partner and Breaking the Silence. 

 

5. Support Guatemalan communities whose legal complaint against the State of Guatemala for 

its collaboration with Goldcorp has been accepted by the IAHRC. 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/2014/GTAD1566-07EN.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/2014/GTAD1566-07EN.pdf

