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A recent blog about millennials in the church asked “What if God is not done working in this messed up, beat up, 
washed up vessel? What if, in this new period that is emerging, the church can summon our better angels and 
move our world a little more toward justice and mercy and compassion? What if the church is not dead, but like 
Lazarus in the tomb, merely asleep waiting to be awoken to a fresh reality made new by the power of God?”  
*http://www.huffington post.com/rachel- johnson/this-may-all-go- to-shit-an-open-letter-to- millennial-church- leaders_b_9308474.html 

• Speak about your experience  
• Dream out of your passion 
• Share an idea, not as something “someone” should do, but as something YOU want to 

explore if others will join you 
• Pursue your passion, follow your interests 
• Join a conversation, listen, engage, offer input, move on as the Spirit leads

All through Maritime Conference, and indeed across the country, we are questioning, “what does this 
mean in such a pivotal time in the United Church of Canada?”  “What does this mean in such a pivotal 
time in the world?”  “How will we BE the church today and in years to come?”   
As we consider changes both as a national body and at local levels, communities of faith are being 
called out of our grief for what has been, and instead to gather the strength and fortitude to be present 
to what is.  And so strengthened, to step out of our comfort zone and scatter the light of hope and 
encouragement.      
On Friday and Saturday at this year’s annual meeting of Maritime Conference you are invited to take 
part in Open Space Technology sessions to explore just how we might answer that call to BE the church 
in these times.  We will “open the space” for delegates and guests to gather strength by engaging in 
conversations about the things that matter to you. Together let us discover the ways in which we can 
scatter light. Our guiding question for these sessions will be: 

Gathering Strength, Scattering Light 
(1) What really matters? (2) What are you being called to do, change or become?

YOU ARE INVITED ON MAY 24-27 TO COME, READY TO…

“WE ARE CALLED TO BE THE CHURCH…”
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By the end of our Open Space Technology sessions we will compile the reports from the conversations 
and make them available to everyone. The reports from these spirited conversations will guide and inspire 
future directions for ministries within the Conference. 


