
Maritime Conference 
of the United Church of Canada 

Welcome!  Bienvenue!  

Fàilte!  Pjila’si!
Welkom! Willkommen! Bienvenido!



Thanks and Recognition.

As we gather together we recognize and 
honour the various streams of tradition 
that influence our worship.  
Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, and the Council of 
local Union Churches plus Taizé,           
the Iona Community and other modern 
Ecclesial communities as together we 
strive for vibrant authentic and 
poignant Worship.   

Together we are the Church. 



Gathering Music O come let us sing 
together…

Let us rejoice in God…

God has put a new 
song in my mouth…..

I will sing of the glory 
of God forever… 



Gathering Strength
The Music of God sounds 
throughout the universe, causing 
us to lift up our eyes to perceive 
wonder around us, to open our 
ears to hear the roar of creation’s 
whisper in our presence and to 
prepare our hearts to take up the 
heart beat of heaven while we are 
citizens of earth. 



CALL TO GATHER

Hear the distant sound 

God calls us to gather!

Arise and shine – our Light has come! 

God calls us to gather!



From north and south, from east and west,

God calls us to gather.

From the warmth of Bermuda,

God calls us to gather.

From the mountains of the Gaspé,

God calls us to gather.



From the fields of Abegweit

God calls us to gather.

From the rivers of New Brunswick

God calls us to gather.

From the orchards of the Valley,

God calls us to gather.



From the streets of our cities,

God calls us to gather.

From the trails of Caep Breatainn,

God calls us to gather.

From the fishing boats on our coasts,

God calls us to gather.



Peuple de Dieu de tous les lieux

God calls us to gather. 

This is the place! Now is the hour! 

God calls us to gather.



We are the Maritime Conference 

of the United Church of Canada 

and we are gathered together 

with God! 

Let us worship God!



HYMN – HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION

# 660 in Voices United 

Tune St. Denio

from “K” in John Rippon’s “A Selection of Hymns 1787



How firm a foundation 
you servants of God

Is laid for your faith 
in God’s excellent word!

What more can be said 
than to you has been said,

To you who for refuge 
to Jesus have fled?



Fear not, I am with you, 
O be not dismayed!

For I am your God 
and will still give you aid.

I’ll strengthen and help you, 
and cause you to stand,

Upheld by my righteous 
omnipotent hand.



When through the deep waters 
I call you to go,

The rivers of sorrow 
shall not over flow;

For I will be with you, 
your troubles to bless,

And sanctify to you 
your deepest distress.



When through fiery trials 
your pathway shall lie,

My grace, all sufficient, 
shall be your supply:

The flame shall not hurt you; 
I only design

Your dross to consume, 
and your gold to refine.



The soul that on Jesus 
has leaned for repose

I will not, I will not 
desert to his foes,

That soul, though all hell 
should endeavor to shake,

I’ll never – no, never –
no, never forsake!



GATHERING PRAYER

We are not alone! 
We are held in the Hands of God!  

The lost and the lonely,  
the broken and breaking

The tired and tortured,  
the anguished and aching,



We are not alone. 

We are held in the Hands of God!  

The done-in and doubting,  

the waiting and wishing,

The bright and the bustling,  

the stirrers and shakers,



We are not alone. 

We are held in the Hands of God!  

The dreamers and doers, 

the faithful and foolish,

The silent and speaking, 

the rushing and resting.



We are your People, O God!  

Gathered in this place.  

Gathered at this time! 

We are gathered for your Glory!  

We are not alone! 



We bring the names 

of those who have gone to rest in You, 

of those who are held in your hands, 

and of those who are with us now.  

We are not alone. 

We live in God’s World! 



ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
We bring forth to God’s Table -
lanterns, means of light, symbolizing 
the light of God that has shone 
through the men and women of our 
Conference  who, since our last 
meeting, have joined the closer 
harmonies of the heavenly realms.  
Their light has not gone out.  

Tonight we remember them.  



UNITED CHURCH STATEMENT OF FAITH 
A NEW CREED



We are not alone.  We live in God’s world.

We believe in God:

Who has created and is creating,

Who has come in Jesus, 

the Word made Flesh, 

to reconcile and make new;

Who works in us and others by the Spirit. 



We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church;

To celebrate God’s Presence, 

To live with respect in Creation,

To love and serve others, 

To seek justice and resist evil,

To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope.



In life, 

in death, 

in life beyond death, 

God is with us.

We are not alone.  

Thanks be to God.



HYMN – FOR THE FAITHFUL

# 707 in Voices United 

Tune: Beach Spring 

Words: Sylvia Dunstan 1986



For the faithful who have answered 
when they heard your call to serve, 
for the many ways you led them 
testing will and stretching nerve, 
for their work and for their witness
as they strove against the odds, 
for their courage and obedience 
we give thanks and praise O God.



Many eyes have glimpsed the promise, 
many hearts have Yearned to see.  
Many ears have heard you calling 
us to greater liberty.  
Some have fallen in the struggle,
Others still are fighting on.  
You are not ashamed to own us.  
We give thanks and praise, O God.



For this cloud of faithful witness, 
for the common life we share, 
for the work of peace and justice, 
for the Gospel that we bear, 
for the vision that our homeland
Is your love deep, high and broad 
for the different roads we travel 
we give thanks and praise, O God.



SCRIPTURE LESSON

Sermon – the Rev. Catherine Stuart

President-Elect 
of Maritime Conference

The United Church of Canada



OFFERTORY HYMN

LET US BUILD A HOUSE

# 1 in More Voices
Tune:  Two Oaks

Words and Music: Marty Haugen
French words: David Fines

The Monetary Offerings this evening go to the Maritime Conference. 



Let us build a house where love can dwell 
And all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
Venez, entrez! Venez, entrez! 
Venez, entrez! C’est chez vous! 



Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
And words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s Grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
Venez, entrez! Venez, entrez! 
Venez, entrez! C’est chez vous! 



Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground, 
where peace and justice meet.  
Here the Love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
Venez, entrez! Venez, entrez! 
Venez, entrez! C’est chez vous! 



Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and stranger 
bear image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:
Venez, entrez! Venez, entrez! 
Venez, entrez! C’est chez vous! 



Let us build a house where all are named, 
Their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of Grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
Venez, entrez! Venez, entrez! 
Venez, entrez! C’est chez vous! 



CALL TO COMMUNION
Recitation from 1 Corinthians 11

Read by Ruth Gamble, one of our Retirees.
I have received from the Lord that which now I deliver unto you. 
That our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread: and when he had given thanks,  he broke it,            
gave it to his disciples and said, 
“Take, eat. This is my body that is broken for you: 
do this in remembrance of me.”  
When the supper was ended, he took the cup, 
again he gave You thanks, gave it to his disciples and said,       
“This is the cup of a new beginning.  It is poured out for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of all that is past. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” As often as we eat this bread and drink 
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s Presence until He comes again. 



Sursum Corda

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Let us lift up our hearts!

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



Preface

Blessed are You, gracious God, 

You are the Source of all that is, 

You are the Creator of all that is, 

You are the Breather of Life into all that is! 

You are God!



Blessed are You, gracious God, 

You are the Book of Life                                         
that contains our stories.

You are the Word
by whom our stories are made known,

You are the Inspiration of our imaginations 
that calls us into new life.

You are God!



Blessed are You, gracious God, 

You are the Lover of Creation, 

You are the One we call Beloved, 

You are the Love that surrounds us.

You are God! 



Bénis soit Tu, Dieu de bonté -
La Source, Le Christ et L’Ésprit. 
Nous te rendons gloire d’avoir révélé ton 
amour en Jésus,                                          
qui a marché avec nous, 
qui a partagé nos joies et nos peines,
et qui a libéré les captifs. 



So it is that we join our voices 
With the song of all Creation                              

living around us,
With the song of the Redeemed                           

on earth and in heaven,
and with the song of thanksgiving                      

that flows from our hearts.
Together we proclaim your glory as we sing



Sanctus and Benedictus

Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, 

God of power and might!

Heaven and earth are full of your Light!

Glory to You, our God!



Blessed is He!  Blessed are we!

Blessed are all who come.

Hosannas ring, Archangels sing,

Blessed are all who come!



Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, 

God of power and might!

Heaven and earth are full of your Light!

Glory to You, our God!



Institution

Mighty and tender God, 
Source of all Creation,                         

You are the artesian well 
from which all creation springs,         

You are an overflowing fountain 
of all imagination                                       

and You are the refreshing river of Grace        
for all humanity. 



In Jesus Christ,                                             
we recognize your Light and Love:        

that are revealed in actions                    
that confront us and comfort us,                                    

that are perceived in teachings                
that challenge us and change us,                     

and that are evidenced in compassion 
that heals us and frees us. 



As the Holy Spirit surrounds us, 
breathing new life into our frailness, 
whispering new hope into our souls 
and awakening us to new visions, 



We gather at this Table,

to remember and refresh our memories, 

to retell the stories of faith 

and to recount the blessings we enjoy.



Eternal One - Source, Christ and Spirit, 

Fill us with such longing for your Realm

That our Worship turns into Witness

Our Affirmations evolve into actions

And our Lives transform into love.



Anamnesis-Oblation
On that Thursday night, when Jesus sat at 
table with the first disciples,
He took Bread, 
as was the custom of his people, 
He broke it and gave it to his friends saying,
Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for 
you, each time you break bread, 

remember me. 



When the supper was ended He took a cup, 

He recounted the Covenants You made with 
your people and gave You thanks.  

Then He passed the Cup to his friends saying, 

This is the Cup of a New Covenant.  

It is poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of all that is past. Each time you 
drink this cup, remember me. 



Dieu d’amour, de la miséricorde, et de 
compassion, 

we rejoice in all your acts of love, mercy and 
care, throughout time, in time and at this 
moment of time.

We join with all your people to proclaim the 
mystery of our Faith as we sing:



Memorial Acclamation
Tune: St Agnus

Christ is our Life, God’s incarnated Word,

Jesus Christ died and entered into death,

Christ has arisen, death has lost its sting,

Christ comes again to meet us in this Feast! 



Epiclesis
Send, O God, 

your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that all who share this Bread 
may know that Christ shares their life, 

and that all who drink from this Cup 
may know that Christ offers us new life. 



Send your Holy Spirit upon us,

That we may be for the world 
your Living Body, 

incarnating your Presence, 

revealing your compassion 
and regenerating your Image 

for those in exile. 



Intercessions

Remember your Church 
scattered across this Conference,

Gather us in unity 
and equip us for mission.

Pause for silent prayers for our home Pastoral Charges



Remember your Church 
scattered across the world, 

Gather us in unity 
and equip us for service.

Pause for silent prayers as we remember our brothers and sisters 
around the world.



Remember your Church 
scattered throughout time,

Gather us in unity 
and equip us for revelation. 

Pause for silent prayer as we remember our friends spread throughout 
the world.



Remember those who have gone before us, 
especially those near and dear to our own 
souls and all those whom we remember 

before You this night. 
Gather us in unity 

and equip us for praise. 

Pause for silent prayers for our friends who are held in God. 



In communion with them, 

in communion with your Church, 

and in communion with all creation,

We worship and glorify You always: 



For You are the One 
who is the source of all that is,

You are the One 
who calls creation into being,

And You are the One 
who gives birth to new life:

You are the Holy One.  You are God. 



Through Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in your Holy Church, 

all glory and honour are Yours!



With everything, everywhere, 

at every time, and in every place,  

we sing of your Presence, 

now and forever.

AMEN! (singing) 



As Jesus taught us, we are bold to sing, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name.  Your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.



Exchanging the Peace of Christ

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us exchange peace with our 
neighbours and come together to receive 
the gifts of God. 



HYMN 

ALL WHO HUNGER

# 460 in Voices United
Tune: Holy Manna

Words: Sylvia Dunstan 1990

People are invited to come to one of the stations and receive Communion.



All who hunger, gather gladly, 
holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering.  
Here in truth, we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good.



All who hunger, never strangers; 
seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming.  
Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion’s love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good.



All who hunger sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.  
Here, in peace, we have been led.
Blest are those who from this table 
live their lives in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, 

we give You thanks that we have been 
refreshed at your Table.  

Strengthen our faith, 
increase our love, 
equip us for Service 
and guide us in our Conference.  



Send us into your world, 
united in courage, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and proclaiming our faith 
in, through, and by Jesus Christ, 
our Friend, our Guide and our Saviour. 
Amen. 



COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION



Lanterns of Light
At the end of a Celtic Worship Service, the Presider 

would say the following words:
“The Light of Christ is not found in Candles or 

institutions.  It is found in you.  You are the light of 
the World”

As the Recessional Hymn is sung, the lanterns will 
leave the Communion Table, pass through the 
Conference Floor and eventually lead us from this 
place of worship and work back into God’s World. 



RECESSIONAL HYMN

WHO IS MY MOTHER? 

# 178 in More Voices
Tune: Who is my mother

Words: Shirley Erena Murray 1992
Music: Ron Klusmeier 2005

The Light of the Lanterns will lead us from worship to wonder. 



Who is my mother? Who is my brother?

All those who gather in Jesus Christ.

Spirit blown people born from the Gospel,

Sit at the Table, round Jesus Christ. 



Differently abled. Differently labelled,

Widen the circle round Jesus Christ,

Crutches and stigmas, culture’s enigmas,

All come together round Jesus Christ.



Love will relate us, colour or status,

Can’t segregate us round Jesus Christ.

Family failings, human derailings

All are accepted round Jesus Christ. 



Bound by one vision, met for one mission

We claim each other, round Jesus Christ.

Here is my mother, here is my brother,

Kindred in Spirit, through Jesus Christ.



Let us depart, rejoicing in God!


