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Retirees and Jubilarians Banquet 

Maritime conference of The United Church of 

Canada 

Saturday, May 28, 2016 Sackville, New 

Brunswick 

 

Gathering 

Welcome and Introductions: Rev. Gloria Churchill 

 

The Blessing: Rev. Matthew Fillier, President 

 

Dinner 

 

Presentation of Certificates 

David Hewitt, Executive Secretary 

And Rev. Matthew Fillier, President 

 

“A Stroll Down Memory Lane” through music 

and pictures 

Retirees: 

Keith Adams    David Brewer 

Kay Clowater    Ruth Gamble 

William Gibson      Elizabeth Anne Stevenson 

Ross Wiseman 

Jubilarians:   

50 Years     55 Years 

Jim Forbes    Carmen Burns 

Diane MacVicar   David Hamilton 

Norman Marple   Ian MacLean 

Duncan Roach   Kenley MacNeil 

    H. Martin Rumscheidt 

60 Years     65 Years 

Robert Mills    Nathan Mair 

George Mossman   Edward Thompson 

Donald Murray                Lester Settle 

     

70 Years     75 Years 

G. Earl Leard  W. Lawrence Randall 
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Introduction 
 

In this booklet I invite you to take a “Stroll Down 

Memory Lane” as you read stories of men and 

women who have served God and the church in The 

Maritime Conference and beyond. They are stories 

of faithful service and witness in rural, urban and 

suburban congregations. Behind each name is a 

story of lives touched through pastoral care, the gift 

of presence, administration, building, education, and 

through sharing the Gospel week after week. 

Through the ministry within The United Church of 

Canada, those whom you’ll meet in these pages 

have touched many lives and made a difference in 

our world because they answered a call to ministry. 

We treasure these stories and these lives 

represented here with a deep sense of deep 

gratitude for the gifts of talent and time given in 

service to God and to our Church. We are also 

grateful to the families of our Retirees and 

Jubilarians for the sacrifices they’ve made over the 

years to support these ministries. Some of our 

honourees, for a variety of reasons, did not provide 

biographical information and we regret their absence 

but their contributions is no less appreciated.  

The Rev. Gloria Churchill,  

Past President of The Maritime Conference 

Kay Clowater (Retiree) 

Kay’s spiritual life was rooted in her large and loving 

family in Black Point, Northern NB. After graduating 

from Dalhousie High School in 1969 and NB 

Teacher’s College in 1971, she taught school in 

Northern NB for five years while pursuing a Bachelor 

of Teaching degree, which she earned in 1977. Kay 

married Donald Clowater in 1973 and moved to 

Fredericton in 1977 where they raised four wonderful 

children.  

Kay raised her family while supply teaching in 

Fredericton for ten years. Kay’s balance of family, 

school, and work continued as she pursued her M. 

Div. at AST, Halifax commencing in 1996. She 

graduated from AST in 2000 and was later ordained 

in Fredericton. She was settled in Oak Bay Pastoral 

Charge, NB where she remained for seven years. 

She accepted a call to Saint Andrews, Harvey, NB in 

May of 2007. Kay’s ministry experiences provided 

incredible learning opportunities across the world. 

She has completed a portion of the Camino in Spain, 

organized and participated in a mission trip to Grand 

Cayman, and was a part of a “Come and See” 

study/exposure trip to the Middle East. 

Sharing in the trials and triumphs of church life and 

the friendships, faithfulness, commitment, 
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generosity, and warm-hearted support of both 

congregations have brought the deepest rewards of 

ministry. Kay will retire on September 30th and she 

will reside in the rural community of Douglas, NB. 

Kay’s retirement plans include spending time with 

family and friends as well as travelling.  

 

Katherine Ruth Gamble (Retiree) 

Someone along the way ‘caught my heart’ with their 
words, and I said to myself, I can do this, I can walk 
with God in ministry.  

- Licenced Lay Worship Program offered by 
Chignecto Presbytery 

- AST, ‘A Diploma in Theology and Ministry’ - three-
year program in Moncton  

- AST program ‘Parish Based Lay Pastoral Care’ -
PEI  

-Discernment, with Chignecto Presbytery/Sackville 
United Church, our home church at this point in the 
journey of life  

-Lay Pastoral Minister (now DLM) was the 
recommendation  

- River Philip Pastoral Charge was vacant and willing 
to be a learning site  

Eight wonderful years saw many life-giving 
moments. I am forever grateful to the LST as we 
walked God’s path together, with the Rev. Helen 
Waddell as the best supervisor ever.  The 2007 
annual meeting saw 22 folks travel to Sackville, as I 
was ‘recognized.’   

Aug. 2012 - Northumberland Pastoral Charge called 
– would I be interested? Our family had lived in this 
pastoral charge for 14 years.  Would I be welcomed 
back as their minister? This was an extremely 
difficult decision to make. Life changes in 
unexpected moments. NPC has been very 
supportive with a generosity of spirit and love 
through Fred’s diagnosis with Leukemia this past 
year. Prayer is a powerful gift.  

With humble gratitude I have lived a delightful ‘call to 
ministry’ which began January 1, 2004 with the River 
Philip Pastoral Charge, and concludes June 30, 
2016, with the Northumberland Pastoral Charge. 
Thank you, beautiful people.   

Thanks to the dedicated folks of Maritime 
Conference/Truro/Chignecto Presbytery, and 
especially my husband of 50 years, November, 12, 
2016. We will continue to enjoy our children and 
grandchildren with abundant love. Life is a gift. 
Celebrate it, share it, live it. God has indeed been in 
our midst.    

 
 



 

4 

 

Rev. Bill Gibson (Retiree) 
 
Bill attended the Atlantic School of Theology in 
Halifax where he received a Masters of Divinity 
Degree in May of 1978.  He was ordained by the 
Maritime Conference on May 28th, 1978 and settled 
in the Salisbury Pastoral Charge, The three 
congregation of this charge, Lower Coverdale, 
Colpitt’s Settlement and Salisbury, allowed Bill to 
begin to hone his ministry skills while being 
supported and educated in how ministry could be 
done. 
In 1982, Bill became the ordained minister of the 
Waverly Pastoral Charge near Halifax.  He balanced 
his ministry among the congregations (Waverly, 
Wellington and Windsor Junction) by hosting field 
education students from AST.  He also served as 
the chair of the Halifax Presbytery Education and 
Students Committee which had thirty eight students 
in process for ministry.  This committee served as a 
test site for what was then a “new process” for 
ministry involving year-long internships. 
Bill trained as a professional mime and clown which 
has served him well in the ordained ministry.  More 
than once people have been heard to say “who’s that 
clown up there preaching?”  He performed 
professionally for five years with the No Strings Mime 
Company.  This experience led to his being called to 
Naramata Centre in 1990 as Director of Children, 
Youth and Young Adult Programming.  He also 

became a co-director of the centre from 1990 to 
1995.  He was excited to share programming with 
such luminaries as Bishop Sponge, Marcus Borg, 
Linnea Good and Joyce Rupp. 
In 1995 he was called to Windsor United Church 
where he has ministered for the last twenty-one 
years.  During that time he supervised thirteen year-
long interns and hosted many field education 
students.  His lengthy stay was a time of growth for 
him and the congregation which today numbers four 
hundred families. 
He and his partner Liz will reside in Windsor, 
spending time visiting with their children in 
Meteghan, NS and British Columbia.   Bill will 
become the chaplain at the Windsor Elms Village in 
September, after thirty-eight years of a very full 
congregational ministry.  He is grateful to the many 
people, especially his family, who have journeyed 
with him through the years and God for the calling 
and support to be about ministry. 
 

 

Mark Hatfield (Retiree) 

Mark Hatfield (husband, father and grandparent). I 
started college in the School of International Service 
at American University in Washington DC in 1969. 
Studied game theory.  When the School Dean took 
me to the War College, where he was giving a 
lecture, I had lunch with some high-ranking military 
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official. He confidently assured me that the military’s 
superior game theory strategy would win the war. 
Got taught what I really needed learn about 
international politics in the streets of DC during 
various large demonstrations (basically be bold, run 
fast, don’t get caught).  Attended Reed College (as 
briefly as Steve Jobs but before him). Left that 
apolitical place to help organize for the May 71 
attempt to stop the war by shutting down Washington 
DC. In the States, the “record” for arrests in one day 
was set during that endeavor. Following a most 
circuitous and unanticipated route, ended up 
graduating from the Cliff School of Theology 
(Methodist) in 1981. Went to the First Congregational 
Church in South Paris Maine and served 20 years. In 
2001, Alice and I were welcomed to Canada by the 
good people of the Welsford Pastoral Charge. They 
did an excellent job introducing us to the Maritimes. 
Began our ministry at Kirk McColl United Church in 
St Stephen in 2005. After my “retirement,” I will 
continue working with the people of the First 
Congregational Church in Calais Maine. 

 

Elizabeth Anne Stevenson (Retiree) 
 
I grew up in rural PEI and was nurtured in faith with 
the Winslow and Cornwall Pastoral Charges.  
Before I allowed myself to pursue a religious 
vocation, I spent the first part of my professional life 

working in the sciences as a medical laboratory 
technologist culminating in work in high tech 
chemistry. This life experience has served me well in 
making the connections between science, theology 
and quantum spirituality.  
In 2001 I obtained a Masters of Divinity from the 
Atlantic School of Theology. I was ordained in 2001 
when Maritime Conference met, for the one and only 
time in my home province, at the University of Prince 
Edward Island where I worked prior to entering 
theology school.  
From ordination I was ‘settled’ with the Two Rivers 
Pastoral Charge, Saint John Presbytery. I have 
continued in ministry with this amazing three point 
pastoral charge since ordination. I am deeply grateful 
to the people of Two Rivers for their patience, 
wisdom, courage to risk and willingness to 
love.  Over the fifteen years we have shared deep 
laughter, holy tears and together grown in faith. 
With their support and participation, in 2007 I 
completed a Doctor of Ministry from Bangor 
Theological Seminary: the thesis, “Creating a 
Spiritual Safe Haven for Youth.” 
I have been privileged to serve the United Church 
within presbytery, conference, nationally, and 
internationally. I expect to continue to offer whatever 
gifts I have to share. 
My three beautiful adult children have brought 

additional loves into my life; including four spiritual 

guides - in the form of grandchildren who bless and 
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encourage. I am grateful to my beloved David whose 

love enriches my life. Together the family circle has 

grown to eight children, a bundle of grandchildren, 

significant others and a variety of four legged 

creatures. 

 
 

Ross G. Wiseman (Retiree) 

Any vocation that by its very nature allows one to 

share some of the most important and private 

moments in the life of another is nothing short of a 

great privilege. Because ministry comes under the 

umbrella of one of those vocations, I have many 

times, during my 22 years of ordained ministry, felt 

that I’ve been the recipient of the gift of sacred 

presence. 

Appreciating as I moved through different stages of 
life how having been part of a caring, loving family 
has been such an important part of shaping me as 
an individual, from childhood to young adult life, I 
carried that experience into ministry. While including 
pastoral care as part of my ministry service I have 
discovered that “family” is defined in so many 
different ways but at its core respect, love, conflict, 
and forgiveness sustains life and has fed my ministry 
in every setting. As I near a time of “semi” retirement, 
my priorities have changed over the years from 

believing that “getting things done well and on time” 
is not as important as nurturing the relationship that 
God has made possible in my life. Time has become 
much more important a commodity and I cherish that 
time with the important people in my life; not least my 
wife and partner of 16 years, Joanne. Siblings, 
extended family and friends make me a better 
person and keep me “honest” about who I am and 
what is most important. I celebrate each day not only 
the gift of life but as I grow older I have become 
more aware of God’s act of creating a world that is 
beautiful and vibrant, teeming with emotion and 
constantly changing. Yes, there is much to fear in life 
and yes, hatred and suffering exists all too often in 
levels beyond human comprehension but the best 
way I can describe ministry with those I have been 
blessed to serve and work alongside of in so many 
eclectic experiences is by shouting the words, 
“THANKS BE TO GOD!” 

 

Keith Adams (Retiree) Unable to be present 

David Brewer (Retiree) Unable to be present 
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Carmen Burns (55 Years) With thanksgiving for 55 

years of Ministry 

Born in Cape Tormentine, N.B. After high school, 

attended Mount Allison University, graduated with a 

BA and went on to study theology at the Pine Hill 

Divinity Hall, graduated and ordained in 1961, and 

went on to serve in the following Pastoral Charges: 

Nashwaak, Red Bank, New Brandon, N.B., and 

River John, N.S. He served on many Presbytery and 

Conference committees and was chair of Miramichi 

and Pictou Presbyteries as well as a Commissioner 

to General Council during his ministry. He retired in 

1996. Carmen resides in Truro, has a son, Dr. Peter 

and a beloved daughter, Lesley, who sadly died in 

1980. He married Alice in 1986 who brought three 

daughters, Bonnie, Janice, and Tanya into the 

relationship and they are blessed with 6 grand- 

children. Carmen is a past president of the United 

Alumni Association of Pine Hill Divinity Hall. Hobbies 

include fishing and gardening and he was instru- 

mental in a tree-planting on the grounds of First 

United, Truro to commemorate the Presbyterian 

Seminary in Truro 1858-1860. After retirement, 

Carmen did supply ministry in Bermuda Synod, as 

well as in Truro and Pictou Presbyteries. He 

continues to be active in the U C Camp Meeting 

each year and serves as a member of the Finance 

and Property Committee of Truro Presbytery. 

Waldo Elliott (60 Years) With thanksgiving for 60 
years of Ministry.  

 

Jim Forbes (50 Years) With thanksgiving for a half a 

century of Ministry 

Although home was Pictou County, NS, my road to 

ministry began in Windsor, Ont. when I was received 

as a candidate for ministry in Lincoln Road United 

Church. While studying at Mount Allison University 

and Pine Hill Divinity Hall, I served five winter 

appointments and five summer mission fields. 

Ordained by the Maritime Conference, Central Kings 

PC on PEI was my settlement charge. Further 

pastoral charges led to the Restigouche, NB area 

and then to eight years in Silver Falls United in Saint 

John. A career change meant five years in the 

Maritime Conference Office. In 1985 Halton 

Presbytery, Hamilton Conference became home 

base. Work there included New Church 

Development work, a few months in National Office 

with the D.M.C. and a seven year pastorate in 

Munn’s United Church, Oakville, Ont. where a new 

church hall was erected. 

In 1994 Carolyn and I returned to Bathurst, NB in a 

team ministry in First United Church. While there a 

new church building was a major focus, along with a 
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busy congregational schedule. In 1999 Carolyn 

received a call to the St. Margaret’s Bay PC in 

Halifax Presbytery and I officially retired…for about 

three months. Having taken the Interim Ministry 

training, I began a wonderful two years with the St. 

Mary’s PC, Pictou Presbytery. The career finally 

ended with part time Interim with the Onslow-

Belmont PC and one year as Presbytery supply with 

the William Black congregation in Halifax Presbytery.  

I am grateful to the United Church of Canada for the 

education, continuing education, and the opportunity 

to serve in many areas of ministry. And words cannot 

express the gratitude for the congregational 

members who have made ministry such a wonderful 

profession.  

 

David Hamilton (55 Years) With thanksgiving for 55 

years of Ministry 

David Hamilton grew up in Campbellton, NB. His 

formal education took place at Campbellton High 

School, Mount Allison University, and Pine Hill 

Divinity Hall. Through the years he completed three 

units of Clinical Pastoral Education which has been 

most beneficial in self-understanding and in 

development as a Pastor. 

He fondly looks back on his experiences in three 

summer mission fields in Saskastchewan: Neidpath-

Burnham (east Swift Current), Foote Copeland (in 

the Dafoe Wynyard area), and Kingsland Rowena 

(near Rosetown). 

During his Pine Hill days, he served as the last of the 

Boys’ Work Secretaries of the Maritime Religious 

Education Council doing youth leadership in the 

Maritime conference and within the Atlantic Baptist 

Convention. Summers were busy staffing and 

directing boys’ camps and through the school year 

weekends were taken up with Boys Conferences and 

Model Parliaments.  

Following ordination, 38 years were devoted to five 

pastoral charges: O’Leary, Bloomfield, the Brae and 

West Devon, PEI, First United, Trenton, NS, Spring 

Park, Charlottetown, PEI, Portland United, Saint 

John, NB, and twelve years at Trinity United, 

Summerside, PEI. 

In retirement, a year was enjoyed as Minister of 

visitation for Trinity United, Charlottetown followed by 

three years on the Cavendish-Breadalbane P C, as 

well as six years chairing the Board for Camp 

Abegweit. 

David is married to Diane Hiscott, Trenton, NS. They 

have two children: Lori, married to Mike MacKendry 
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of Ottawa, and Scott, a carpenter working in Fort 

McMurray, Alberta. The Hamiltons have two grown 

grandchildren, Coady and Tyker McKendry, of whom 

they are very proud. 

 

G. Earl Leard (70 Years) With thanksgiving for 70 

years of Ministry 

 

Douglas Irving MacEachern (60 Years) With 
thanksgiving for 60 years of Ministry 

A native of Trenton NS, "Stretch", as he is known by 
many, received his early education within the Trenton 
School system. In 1954 he graduated from Mount 
Allison University with his B.A. and in 1956 from Pine 
Hill Divinity Hall (A.S.T.) with a Master of Divinity.  He 
served student mission fields in Old Wives, SK1952 
and '53; Rawdon, NS in 1954 and 1955 and after 
ordination served in Rawdon, Hopewell-- Eureka, 
Brunswick Street, Truro N.S. and St. John's, Moncton 
from where he retired in 1995 and where he continues 
to serve as Minister Emeritus. During the  period 
1967 -1990 Doug served a as Chaplain, Associate 
Professor, and Dean of Students  at the Nova Scotia 
Agricultural College ( Faculty of Agriculture, Dalhousie 
University)  in Truro , NS. 

A founding member of the Atlantic Seminar in 
Theological Education, now in its 48th year, he was 
honoured by that ecumenical gathering in 1993. He 
has served as Director and President of the Mount 
Allison Federated Alumni and as a Regent for two 
terms. In 1989 he was the recipient of the Charles 
Frederick Allison Award for outstanding service to 
Mount Allison and her Alumni and in 1994 was the 
recipient of an Honourary Doctor of Laws for his 
service to the church, community, colleges, and 
universities.  Having served as President of the 
Atlantic Association of College and University Student 
Services, his contribution was recognised by being 
made the recipient of an Award of Merit in 1987 and 
the first recipient of the Distinguished Service Award 
in 1990. 

Service to the Church has included  numerous 
Presbytery and Conference Committees, Pine Hill 
Alumni,  Pine Hill and  AST Board of Governors, 
leadership at Berwick Camp at different levels, 
Commissioner to General Council, and President of 
Conference in 1984 -85.  Frequently published, he is 
the author of three books and numerous articles. 
Community work has involved  V.O.N. , United Way, 
Parents Without Partners, Canadian Bible Society, 
Scout / Cub leader, Commissioner of High School 
Hockey, and, in retirement, Honourary Member of the 
Hospice /Palliative Care Inc. in Greater Moncton. 
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Married in 1956 to the former June Bowman of North 
Wiltshire PE, they are the parents of three children 
and grandparents to five grandchildren. 

 

Ian MacLean (55 Years) With thanksgiving for 55 

years of Ministry 

Ian was ordained by the Maritime Conference in the 

spring of1961 and in that July he and Wilma moved 

to Strasbourg, Saskatchewan where they made their 

home on the Stasbourg-Bulyea charge among a nest 

of expatriate Islanders who helped them feel right at 

home. Four years and two children later, Ian and 

Wilma returned to St. Paul’s in Fredericton, NB to be 

in a team ministry with the Rev. Alan Reynolds. Ian’s 

role evolved from “associate” to “senior” minister until 

1974, when he accepted a call to Newtonbrook 

United in Willowdale, Ont. He and Wilma and their 

now three children had a full and happy nine years 

there before returning to Rothesay, NB in 1983. 

Then in 1991, it was back to Toronto and St. 

George’s United until an amalgamation with a 

neighbouring congregation prompted an early 

retirement, and a two-year “retired supply” ministry at 

College St. United in Toronto. Among the wiser 

things the MacLeans did was to decide to return to 

Charlottetown, PEI in the summer of 2001 and pick 

up where they left off after wandering in the 

wilderness for over 40 years. 

 

Kenley MacNeill (55 years) With thanksgiving for 55 
years of Ministry 

You could blame his parents - they were both very 
community minded. Or you could blame his minister, 
Rev. Harold Thomas, who thought the Church could 
use another radical. Or you could blame 
Tatamagouche Centre with its adult education and 
lay involvement. But mostly, blame the gospel.  
The whole of Kenley’s ministry has been focused on 
building and/or strengthening community.  
Whether he was working for a Pastoral Charge 
(Grace-Cobbs Hill, Bear River, or Port 
Hawkesbury/Port Hastings) or for any level of 
government, or for Halifax Presbytery, Kenley has 
worked to help communities discern their future, 
build new relationships, and adapt to radical change. 
He has also worked with individuals, helping them 
access the resources of the community and to find 
their own place within their communities. This pattern 
continued when Kenley entered Interim Ministry – 
seven Pastoral Charges in eight years.  
 
Together with Dorothy (who died August 2014), 
Kenley has raised five children and is proud of 
everyone one of them. Seven grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren plus respective in-laws round out 
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the clan. Since retirement, Kenley continued to find 
new avenues for his gifts within the Church. He has 
given time to the Interim Ministry Committee of 
Maritime Conference, re-connected with 
Tatamagouche Centre where he served on the 
Board for a few years, (His fundraising efforts to 
save the center from closing has been instrumental 
in keeping the centre open), did some consulting for 
congregations in transition, and most recently served 
on the Future Directions Committee of Truro 
Presbytery. In addition to these activities, he has 
also become an active supporter of the NDP.  
 
Kenley continues to live in Truro and participates in 
the life of St. Andrew’s United Church. 

 
Diane MacVicar (50 Years) With thanksgiving for a 

half a century of Ministry 

From childhood, the Call to Ministry was an 

inseparable part of me, evolving and growing as I did 

myself. Many shared that journey, participating in the 

shaping of my life and faith...my parents, Rev. Ed 

and Bessie; their friends and colleagues; loving 

persons in my various church communities over the 

years. Then, beginning at Mount Allison ,and 

culminating through the Pine Hill years, I shared life 

and growth with "a band of brothers" , 23 in all,fellow 

pilgrims on the journey. My ministry has been served 

and shared within the pastoral charges of Mulgrave, 

NS ; Bridgedale, NB ; Sydney Mines, NS; 

Quispamsis, NB ; Harrisville-Steeves Memorial, NB; 

Edgewood-Oxford , NS; and am currently concluding 

a two year Supply ministry on my "retreadment " 

charge of St. Johns'-St. Pauls", in Halifax Presbytery. 

I have always considered myself a GP in ministry. I 

have shared any gifts I might have in the context of a 

love of people, a high sense of humour, a deep 

sense of worship, a joy in preparation and a love of 

preaching. Over the years, my main service within 

the wider church has been in the area of Education 

and Students. I have been privileged to be a 

Commissioner to four General Councils and to have 

served this Conference as its' President 1985-86. 

During my years at Pine Hill, I was dubbed "one of 

the boys". In this years' celebration I feel I have 

earned the right to be considered "one of the Golden 

Girls"!  

 

Nathan Mair (65 Years) With thanksgiving for 65 

years of Ministry 
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Norman Marple (50 Years) With thanksgiving for a 

half a century of Ministry 

Norman C. Marple was born in Margaree Valley, 

Cape Breton and upon graduating from the 

Margaree Fork High School, attended and graduated 

from Mount Allison University with a B.A. degree and 

Pine Hill Divinity Hall with a M.Div. degree. He was 

ordained by the Maritime Conference, The United 

Church of Canada in 1966. He later graduated from 

the Atlantic School of Theology with a M. Th. Degree 

and St. Stephen’s College, Edmonton, Alberta, with 

a D. Min. degree. Norman served pastoral charges in 

rural, town, and urban areas. These included: 

Advocate Harbour, NS, Trinity United, Minto, NB, 

United Memorial, Halifax, NS, Cole Harbour 

Woodside United, Cole Harbour, NS, Fairview 

United, Halifax, NS, and Trinity United, New 

Glasgow, NS. Following retirement, he held several 

part time pastoral supply appointments with both the 

United and Presbyterian churches in Pictou County, 

NS. Presently he is serving a part-time appointment 

with the West River Presbyterian Church (Durham, 

Salem and St. Luke’s, Salt Springs), Pictou County, 

N.S. During his ministry, Norman held positions in 

the communities where he lived as well as in the 

various courts of the church. Norman married Joan 

Coady, R.N., also of Margaree, and they reside in 

New Glasgow, NS. Immediate family members 

include their daughter, Rev. Meredith Marple; son-in-

law, Rev. Peter Smith; granddaughter, Hope 

Margaret, Antigonish, NS and Norman’s 96 year old 

mother, Margaret Crowdis Marple, Inverness, NS. 

Besides pastoral duties, Norman and Joan spend 

summers in Margaree where Norman enjoys looking 

after the family property. Travelling continues to be a 

special joy for both of them including recent cruises 

to the Caribbean and Alaska. 

 

Robert Mills (60 Years) With thanksgiving for 60 

years of Ministry 

Bob was born and raised in Moncton, N.S. and 

graduated from Mount Allison University and Pine 

Hill Divinity Hall. He was ordained by Maritime 

Conference in 1956. He married the former Karen 

Keirstead with whom he had five children. Karen was 

killed in a car accident in 1991. Following pastoral 

ministry in Port Mouton, Tatamagouche, Wolfville, 

Bridgewater, (Wesley) St. John’s, NL, and (Fairview) 

Halifax, he served as Executive Secretary of 

Maritime Conference, retiring in 1995. While in 

retirement he served as Interim General Secretary of 

the Canadian Council of Churches and as a 

designated supply in Kitchener, ON (Forest Hill) and 

Bermuda (Ebenezer Methodist). 
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In 2005 he was honoured by the Atlantic School of 

Theology for his ecumenical ministry with the degree 

of Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa. At that time he 

was Co-chair of the Anglican/United Church National 

Dialogue and chair of the Atlantic Ecumenical 

Council. Wherever he has lived Bob has pursued his 

avocation in music by singing tenor in university, 

community, and church choirs. He is currently a 

member of St. Matthew’s United Church Choir, 

Seton Cantata Choir, and Symphony Nova Scotia 

Chorus. He and his wife, Helga, the former Helga 

Kutz-Harder, live in Halifax and between them they 

have six adult children, and four grandchildren, many 

of whom live in Halifax-Bridgewater area, as well as 

four step-children and four step-grandchildren. 

 

George A. Mossman (60 Years) With thanksgiving 
for 60 years of Ministry 

 Following ordination – and marriage (1956) to 
Carolyn (Schurman) – three years graduate study 
at Edinburgh University. 

Served Maritime Charges: Coldstream, NS, St. 
Paul`s, Fredericton, NB. 

 Campus ministry: General Secretary, Student 
Christian Movement, UNB, Fredericton; later 

Ecumenical Chaplain, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton. 

Also in Edmonton, Minister, First Mill Woods United; 
Exec. Director, Bissell Centre; Staff Associate 
(teleconferencing) Alberta Hospital Assn; Staff 
Assoc. Alberta Association for Community Living. 

Founding President of the Intermet Housing Society 
of Edmonton, a Presbytery-initiated, CMHC-financed 
affordable housing initiative begun by building, 
owning and managing two projects totaling 119 units, 
occupied on a rent-geared-to-income basis. 
Internmet continues to this day to be a creative agent 
of affordable social housing. 

We moved in 1994 to South Shore Nova Scotia: to 
build a `lighthouse` and enjoy retirement.  Has 
anyone figured out yet what is "retirement"? 

In October 2015 we moved to Ottawa, where we 
have been appreciating the strong ministry of First 
United Church. 

  

Donald F. Murray (60 Years) With thanksgiving for 

60 years of Ministry 

Don Murray is a United Church of Canada minister, 

educator, workshop facilitator and author, living with 

his partner Emily Kierstead, by Shortt’s Lake, near 
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Truro, Nova Scotia. He is now retired, having served 

pastorates in the Maritimes for 32 years and as 

Program director and then Executive Director of 

Tatamagouche Education and Spirituality Centre for 

8 years.  

Having awakened to “the-death-of-God” in the early 

1960's, he’s been an avid searcher. Following his 

theological education in the quiet 1950's he became 

a Human Relations Trainer (with NTI), 1971; a 

member of The International Transactional Analysis 

Association, 1972.; National Training Institute 

Council of Fellows, 1989; attended Jean Houston’s 

School of Sacred Psychology (better known as 

Mystery School), and in 1990 discovered Carl Jung, 

“the psychiatrist of Christianity.” He has authored 

three books, For Unbelieving Christians (1987), 

Celebrating Eve, (2001) and The Death and 

Resurrection of God: From Christianity to the New 

Story (2014). Since 2000 he writes a Religion 

Column for the Truro Daily News. 

He and Emily supply in local congregations, lead 

workshops and enjoy a Seekers group, which they 

started fifteen years ago. They are involved with 

several progressive groups: CCPC, (The Canadian 

Centre for Progressive Christianity), the SnowStar 

Institute, and the Atlantic Seminar on Theological 

Education. 

Don has 5 children from a previous marriage, and 

Emily has 3, also from a previous marriage. They 

have 11 grandchildren, Don 4 and Emily 7. The 

years are passing but life by the lake continues to be 

engaging and soul satisfying. 

 

W. Lawrence Randall (75 Years) With thanksgiving 

for three quarters of a century of Ministry 

 

Duncan Roach (50 Years) With thanksgiving for a 

half a century of Ministry 

I was born into this world on December 14, 1941, the 

son of John James and Annie Mae (MacDonald) 

Roach of Glace Bay, N.S. My home church where I 

attended regularly was Knox United, Glace Bay and 

there I was involved in Sunday School, Cubs, 

Scouts, Intermediate Choir, and Young Men’s 

Fellowship. I graduated from Morrison Glace Bay 

High School in 1959 and it was there in Grade 9 that 

I experienced the call to Christian Ministry and I 

followed that call throughout my high school days 

and beyond. After high school, I attended St. F.X. 

Junior College, Mount Allison University, and then 

Pine Hill Divinity Hall where I graduated as part of 

the Class of 1966. I was ordained by Maritime 

Conference and settled on the St. Ann’s PC, Victoria 
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County, C.B. and served there from 1966-1970. In 

February, 1970, I married the former Charlotte 

Morrison of Glace Bay and we have one son, 

Christopher Michael. Christopher is married to Amy 

Stein of Toronto and they have giving us two grand-

daughters, Samantha and Alexandra. 

In July 1970, I accepted a call to Calvin United, New 

Waterford, N.S., where I have served as Minister to 

the present day. While serving in the New Waterford 

PC, I have been very active in the life and mission of 

Sydney Presbytery, notably serving as Chairperson 

on two occasions and chairing several committees, 

including Ministry, Education and Students and 

Pastoral Relations. I also have been active in the 

community of New Waterford and have taken an 

active role in ecumenical relations. My ministry in 

New Waterford and Sydney Presbytery has spanned 

three generations and I’ve seen the church reflect 

the demographics of C.B. Calvin United today has 

approximately 130 members and we are challenged 

to continue the church’s ministry due to a decline in 

financial and human resources However, we 

continue to have a meaningful ministry in our 

worship, pastoral, and outreach life. I am very 

grateful for my Ministry in New Waterford and 

continue to work on new discoveries on how the 

church reflects God’s plan in this part of God’s realm. 

 

H. Martin Rumscheidt (55 Years) With thanksgiving 

for 55 years of Ministry 

 

Lester M. Settle (60 years) With thanksgiving for 60 

years of Ministry 

Lester was born in Woodlawn, NS, and was a 

member of Woodlawn United Church where he came 

under the mentorship of Dr. J. D. Nelson MacDonald. 

At age 18, he went to his first summer Mission Field 

in Saskatchewan and served five successive student 

fields in Maritime Conference. He is a graduate of 

Dartmouth High School, Mount Allison University 

(BA), and Pine Hill Divinity Hall (BTh & Mth). In 1954, 

Lester married Marion also of Woodlawn and they 

served rural pastoral charges of Lower 

Musquodoboit, New Carlisle, Baie Verte-Port Elgin, 

Upper Londonderry and Upper Musquodoboit. 

Marion died in June 2006. In 1967 Lester undertook 

special studies in Rural Sociology with Dr. Rockwell 

Smith of Garrett Biblical Seminary, and Northwestern 

University, Evanston, Illinois, in preparation to teach 

a course in rural ministry at Pine Hill Divinity Hall for 

the following two years. In 1970 he was appointed 

associate secretary, Board of Home missions and 

later the Division of Mission with the United Church 
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General Council, with responsibility for the rural 

church programs. He resigned that position in 1972 

to take pastorate at Upper Musquodoboit. While 

ministering there in 1974, the Settles founded, with 

the support of the Session, Christian Rural Research 

and Resource Service, with an ecumenical board of 

directors and began publishing “Rural Gleanings” 

four time a year with Marion as general editor. Thirty-

one years of publishing concluded in 2005. In 1974 

Lester and Marion went to live on the farm property 

they acquired in 1968 in Glenholme, NS. They have 

three children, Beth, Paul, and Joy and six 

grandchildren. In 1976 Lester was invited to become 

Executive Officer of NS Federation of Agriculture and 

retired in 1988 but continued as a consultant. In 

1979 Lester became organist and choir director of 

St. John’s Anglican Church in Truro, a position which 

he still fulfills and enjoys weekly. 

 

Edward P Thompson (65 years) With thanksgiving 

for 65 years of Ministry 

I am pleasantly surprised and thankful that sixty-five 

years after ordination, I am here as a jubilarian at 

this Conference.  The years have a way of 

accumulating!  And, as an American humorist once 

said:  “If I had known that I would live so long, I 

would have taken better care of myself.” 

My childhood was spent in a very supportive family 

in the lovely little village of Bedford, and my 

education was there, and in Halifax (Dalhousie, MA 

1951 and Pine Hill, BD 1951). 

Following ordination in 1951, I served as minister in 

six congregations:  New Bandon, Rothesay (St. 

David’s), Campbellton (First United), Sydney (St. 

Andrew’s), Ottawa (MacKay), and Halifax (St. 

Matthew’s) to a total of over 2000 families. 
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