
The Heritage Quilt 
 

Commissioned by the Maritime Conference 

the Heritage Quilt seeks to capture in fabric 

and symbol the faith story that unfolds inside 

our church buildings. 

 

“The memories [are] unseen 

but housed in the church.” 

 
Respondent, These Walls Will Echo Praise 

 

The Heritage Quilt stands in three pieces 

comprised of a large center panel with two 

small side panels.  The side panels show a 

small white country church and the silhouette 

of an urban church at night and grant an 

opportunity to think of how our churches 

serve the world in any setting.  These side panels close as doors and offer a deep moment of 

symbolism when the doors are opened or closed depending on the occasion and use of the quilt. 

 

“It is just a building unless God is at the centre.” 
Respondent, These Walls Will Echo Praise 

 

The center piece features a Celtic cross which affirms the sense that God is at the heart of the 

building.  Fifteen quilt blocks tell the story of the heritage/life story reflected in symbols: church 

bell, music, communion, baptism, marriage, nativity, crests and even a casserole dish depicting 

the many food related activities of church ministry!   

 

“In every phase of my life, every high and low,  

the building has been part of my life story.” 
Respondent, These Walls will Echo Praise 

 

 

The Heritage Quilt journeys throughout the conference and 

has served as a backdrop to a Pentecost Party, been in 

attendance at several closing services, and part of several 

anniversary services and local quilt shows. Along with the 

quilt is a journal in which poignant record of the journey is 

kept. 

 

For more information about the Heritage Quilt or to book it 

for your Presbytery or Pastoral Charge, please contact the 

Conference Office at info@marconf.ca  or telephone 506 

536 1334 

 

 

Rev. Catherine Gaw receives the Heritage 

Quilt from Bea Tilsley, Quilter in 2006 
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