
Mission Accomplished 
  
On February 15th the ecumenical movement in Atlantic Canada will celebrate a significant 
milestone, the 50th anniversary of the Atlantic Ecumenical Council.  Yet ironically, at that time--
a half century to the day of its founding, it will cease to be. The 2015 Annual General Meeting, 
after a year of evaluation and reflection, deemed this an appropriate and timely action.  It also 
asked that during the Week of Prayer 2016 our constituent councils throughout the region take 
a few moments to observe its passing and rightly celebrate: “Mission Accomplished!” 
  
And indeed it has been!  To appreciate this, those of us old enough to do so only have to think 
back to our world--even this small part of it-- fifty years ago.  That era was so different from 
today, not only in the general attitudes and mores of the population at large, but also in the 
attitudes of the various churches which sometimes viewed one another with uncertainty, if not 
outright suspicion or mistrust.  All of us can rejoice that our relationships have improved so 
dramatically--and wonderfully-- over the years, in no small measure because of the Atlantic 
Ecumenical Council.  
  
The primary objective of the AEC from the beginning, as clearly stated in our constitution, was 
“to foster greater understanding and cooperation with churches and Christian groups in accord 
with the ecumenical spirit”.  In pursuit of this end the principal mandate was “to promote the 
formation of local Councils of churches.” 
  
There were other objectives, such as promoting “ecumenical study, action and dialogue 
through lectures and addresses.”   Biennial conferences, which flourished for many years, 
admirably achieved this objective until interest began to wane a decade or so ago as much of 
this activity was assumed by the three theological schools that had also become members of 
the AEC.  Thus, that objective, that mission, was accomplished. 
  
Most important, the primary objective was substantially accomplished at the grassroots as local 
inter-church or Christian councils were formed around the region.  Many of them have become 
vibrant and productive as the member churches cooperate in a wide range of activities.  The 
common religious services include Advent, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and Lenten 
observances.  Some hold a Canada Day service, while many observe the Women’s Day of 
Prayer.  All are involved in social justice activities of some kind, such as finding suitable 
accommodations for the homeless and re-integrating them back into society, and community 
outreach such as providing funding for worthy community groups and bursaries to high school 
students.  My own Bridgewater Inter-Church Council, for example, has raised nearly $60,000 in 
the last 13 years from the proceeds of Lenten Luncheons.  All proceeds go to worthy 
community groups, usually in $500 grants. 
  
What I find most edifying is the spirit of friendship and common purpose that binds us.  This 
paragraph that I wrote after the Week of Prayer in 2013 expresses those sentiments: 
  



The eight day observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity by the Bridgewater Inter-
Church Council this year was for me more than ever a celebration. As we gathered with one 
another and in spirit with Christians around the world to pray that we might “all be one”, we 
were at the same time celebrating the unity already achieved in our community, as 
demonstrated by our continuing and productive cooperation throughout the year, and most of 
all, our genuine affection and respect for one another. This was personified in the final service 
as we embraced while expressing to each other the words of gratitude first uttered by Canada’s 
early French settlers, Don de Dieu, Gift of God. 
  
Finally, our coming together this week for Week of Prayer 2016, something hardly imaginable 
when the AEC was formed in 1966, is a continuing manifestation of a reason to celebrate the 
work of the Atlantic Ecumenical Council, and to thank and honour those who worked so hard, 
especially in those formative years, so that today we might declare Mission accomplished!   
  
Together, we go into the world to proclaim His good news. 
As we do so, let us pray together: 
Father of love, 
you have called us into the fellowship of your Son 
and appointed us to bear witness to the gospel. 
By the grace of your Spirit, 
enable us to overcome our divisions 
and dwell together in unity 
so that our joy may be complete, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
  
God bless, 
John MacDonald 
President 
Atlantic Ecumenical Council 
 


