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Gathering Strength, Scattering Light 

 

It has been my pleasure to serve as the chair of AMPC for this third year.  Early on in the 

planning process it was clear that we felt the call to share in Open Space Technology once more.  

So many gifts were shared during our last experience.  Gifts of sharing, listening, action, 

creativity, lament, healing, spontaneity, passion, energy and so much more.  When the committee 

gathered to talk about what the conference needed most we easily recognized the need for people 

to feel heard in this time of uncertainty, for opportunities to build networks and clusters of 

people with common interests or needs, something that people of all ages and backgrounds could 

actively and equally participate in and room for passion and movement of the Spirit.  What else 

could accomplish these four priorities other than Open Space Technology? 

 

It’s been five years since our last ‘Open Space’.  So much has happened:  Co-Operative 

Ministries took off, we became an Affirming Conference, the youth voice was empowered, 

we’ve established networks of folks concerned about: youth ministry, progressive theology, 

evangelism, mental health, mental health in churches, and so much more.  That was five years 

ago.  This is now.  Now we are aware of our financial crisis as a national church.  Now we are 

aware of the justice issues our church has played a part in.  Now we are aware of both our 

differences and our similarities. 

 

Open Space, easy choice.  But how do we inspire people to come, ready to engage with each 

other and the spirit?  How do we inspire people to be creative and passionate?  How do we equip 

people to go and do the work of the church in their home communities?  How do we do any of 

this when the perception is that our church is dying?  We talked about our dreams for what 

would come next.  Many in the planning committee felt that conference was a home coming of 

sorts.  It was a return to the family that loves you, no matter what.  We loved the opportunity to 

network at conference, to hear of other churches across the Maritimes doing amazing things.  

Maritime Conference Annual Meeting is a time of Gathering Strength to live out our faith in our 

communities.  Maritime Conference Annual Meeting is preparation for Scattering Light.  Each of 

us is a small piece of something so much larger.   

 

Matthew Fillier, the current president of the Maritime Conference and chair of this year’s annual 

meeting quoted a popular Huffington Post article in his video invitation.  “What if the church 

isn’t dead?  What if, the church is really like Lazarus, asleep in the tomb waiting to be woken up 

by the fresh reality made new by the power of God?”  It is time.  It is time.  It is time for us to 

open ourselves up to the possibility that exists within each of us, and share it with others.  It is 

time to gather those strengths, to share them with others, scattering the light further than we can 

possibly see. 

 

Gathering Strength, Scattering Light - Could anything be more beautiful?   

 



Welcome home.  I home this weekend restocks your energy to do the work that we are called to 

do. 

 

With gratitude and respect, 

Annika Sangster, chair of Annual Meeting Planning 


