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It is with a note of sadness that at the 2016 Annual Meeting of Maritime Conference, we bear 

witness to the end of the Atlantic Ecumenical Council. Sadness because the overall goal of the 

ecumenical movement is in my view “whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 

whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report… 

praiseworthy.” Philippians 4:8. A unity of believers is certainly a goal worthy of a place in our 

world. For 50 years the AEC has provided an opportunity for various denominations to stand 

together on issues, to sit at common tables, to worship together, to listen and to reflect on the 

Word as it works its way from those various denominations. The richness out of this movement 

is beyond measure. The growth of understanding, that there could be a concept of “unity-in-

diversity”. While the ultimate goal of ecumenism is the unity of all its members in all matters 

of faith and doctrine, it is highly unlikely that such will be realised. The AEC in its wisdom, 

worked on the principal that a diversity of theological traditions can be seen as acceptable. 

Various Council members could work together despite significant disagreement in various 

matters of faith and practice. The primary objective of the AEC was to “foster a greater 

understanding.” I believe that in many ways, this was successful and is a lasting legacy of 50 

years’ commitment. The opening of conversations that were allowed to move back and forth 

in various forms of dialogue is to be celebrated and not lost in the closure of the Council. The 

inter church or Christian Councils that rose from the initiative of the AEC has been a generous 

addition to many communities. It could well be that the AEC has completed its mandate and is 

leaving to open the door for the “next” stage of “ecumenism” and whatever they may look like. 

Whether that door will see various denominations entering or perhaps various “faith” bodies 

joining the “faith conversation” remains to be seen.  

 

But for now, appreciation for the AEC’s work and commitment to the church and the Word is 

to be offered along with the words “well done good and faithful servant.” 
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