
Atlantic School of Theology Senate 

 

It has been my privilege to serve as the Maritime Conference representative to the AST senate 

again this year. I find the meetings to be filled with information and a fresh, hopeful approach to 

theological education as we move into a new day. While not exhaustive, the following is a 

compilation of highlights from the year as reported to the Senate.  

 The Senate directed the academic department to implement the “Pathways into 

Programs” which was introduced as a speedier way into AST’s Degree Programs. 

 In keeping with the context and desire of AST to increase enrollment and shape faithful 

and effective leaders,  President Neale Bennett noted an MA in Ethical Leadership, and 

an MA in Pastoral Theology are being considered.  

 Recruitment initiatives continue to be reimagined, including teaming with recruiters from 

SMU with intentional strategies about expanding the recruitment base for potential students 

at AST.  ‘Draw the Circle Wide’ strategy realizes that at the core students called to 

ministry and  AST will always be a seminary, however, the next concentric circle includes 

students from a variety of denominations. The position of Director of Vocations & 

Recruitment has been created as a result of President's Office restructuring.  This role will 

be filled by someone who can connect with potential students, help develop the recruitment 

strategy, and be a contact person for students during the admissions process.  

 An effort to refreshed AST website has been realized. 

 An exciting new partnership and long term lease with Halifax Hospice establishing Nova 

Scotia’s first hospice facility (situated on the AST campus) and offering  the potential  for 

partnering in pastoral care education. An active fundraising project to establish a Chair in 

Pastoral Theology is ongoing. 

 The Hayes Symposium, named in honour of Archbishop James M. Hayes, Living Through 

Death: Dying, Death, and Bereavement is scheduled for May 9, 10, and 11, 2016. 

 The Rev. Dr. Russ Daye will be the 2016 Aitken Scholar this summer; he will teach a 

course on Truth and Reconciliation. Dr. Fred Graham will be our 2017 Aitken Scholar.  

 New faces at AST include Ted Vaughan, new Chief Administrative Officer, Kevin Parks, 

University Musician, Library Co-Chair positions have been filled by Robert Martel and 

Amy Lorencz, Andrew Scollick has been appointed in a new role, “Director of Vocations 

& Recruitment” and David Csinos is AST’s new Assistant Professor of Ministry Studies. 

 A new advertising campaign, featuring graduates of AST and the line “Welcome to a 

different kind of university” has been launched. 

 Continued work to develop and resource a sexual assault policy for AST. 

 Continued to plan the launch of AST’s Interfaith Initiative, to take place in the Fall of 

2016.   

 Exploring partnering with JP II Media Institute, who is re-positioning itself as a leadership 

training organization. 

 

Donna Tourneur, Maritime Conference representative to AST Senate. 

 

  


