
Christian Life and Growth Committee 

 

Perhaps the best way to describe the past year for the Christian Life and Growth Committee of 

Maritime Conference is that it has been one of transition. We all knew that with the departure of 

Janice MacLean and her skills from the committee, we would have to look at new ways of serving 

the church and its families. 

 

Fortunately, Laura Hunter has been able to pick up some of the work and has guided this committee 

through the time of change and seeking ways to remain relevant to the church and its needs. 

 

Through this year as chair, I kept being reminded of the scripture from 1 Thessalonians 2:8 where 

Paul has written: “We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.” Just as Paul and his 

followers of Christ had become encouragers of compassion, knowledge and love, so our committee 

tries to serve the Conference and its congregations. 

 

Our first time of meeting as a new committee was held last November when we met in Truro for 

a “listening forum” to hear about emerging ministry needs, yearnings, and thoughts regarding 

Christian living and growing in their contexts around the Conference. We did this in order to help 

us set some direction and priorities for the coming year(s).   

 

These rich conversations are encouraging CLG to consider ministries for young adults, more 

intergenerational resources, push our boundaries to move toward greater diversity – beyond 

“inclusion” into “belonging”, materials to support leaders seeking alternative and experiential 

approaches to faith formation, and support for ministries in small rural churches. Alongside of 

these suggestions there was a clear yearning for relationship building and support for networks 

and learning events to connect those passionate about faith formation ministries to one another. 

 

Through the Outdoor Recreation Ministries committee, CLG continues to lift up the camping 

ministries of Maritime Conference.  It was a sad year as many gathered in the fall to say good-bye 

to much-loved Camp McLennan in Pictou County.  But in the face of struggles the remaining 

camps are working more and more cooperatively to seek ways to ensure a vital camping ministry 

remains into the future.  

 

In partnership with Truro Presbytery, the CLG committee has supported “More Than Friends”, an 

idea proposed by Linda Yates for a project to develop an online marriage preparation resource.  

(You may see a sneak preview of this at the Annual Meeting.) 

 

One thing we discussed as a group this past year was supporting the GO Project Kids Adventure 

Camp, a justice and peace summer day program.  At the request of committee members we will 

be looking at ways to support and be a resource for local VBS programs in the coming year. 

  

A significant change is that with the approval of Conference Executive, the responsibility for 

Youth Forum has moved into CLG.  We are pleased to have been able to respond to the growing 

ministry with youth in this way. 



CLG continues to seek ways to support volunteer and lay leaders who work with youth and last 

year held a weekend retreat with leadership support from Robyn Brown-Hewitt, Director of the 

Diploma in Youth Ministry, and Laura Hunter.  The great appreciation for the event prompted the 

committee to support doing it again in 2016.   

 

We also continue to host the AVEL budget and work closely with archivist Sarah Wallace.   

 

We remain open to hearing about issues and concerns that are brought to our attention by members 

of Conference. As we continue to find our way with this changing committee, we hope to provide 

resources, information and knowledge for congregations and individuals that serve to promote our 

mission. 

 

Blessings, 

Rosemary Godin 

Chair, Maritime Conference Christian Life and Growth Committee 


