
Church in Action Committee  

 

Mission of the Committee:   

 To encourage the church in its work as a compassionate, justice seeking, justice making 

community.   

 To engage in mutual ministry with people experiencing injustice and marginalization. 

 

The Church in Action Committee’s mission is accomplished through local Presbytery and 

Congregational Church in Action Committees and through Conference based Working Groups.  

The activity of each Working Group is outlined briefly below.  If you are interested in any aspect 

of this work, we would love to have you join us.   

 

Aboriginal Concerns and Relations Working Group:  

 The group has been dormant, and is seeking new ways of carrying out its mission.   

 Although the working group is not active, our church has been working hard through 

Kairos to carry out the "Call to Action" for education from the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission. 

 

Access to Justice Working Group: 

 On November 12, 2015 the group hosted an event called "Access to Justice Public Forum."   

 They have been giving input to the Canadian Bar Association on the idea of a course called 

"Learning law as a Life Skill."   

 They participated in the Legal Aid Service Commission of NB's first 'strategic planning' 

exercise. 

 They will soon begin to work with another group on transgender issues faced by students.   

 

Food Justice Working Group: 

 This newly formed group is in the process of defining its mandate and visioning ways to 

carry it out.  

 

Mining the Connections Working Group: 

 This group is dedicated to ending human rights abuses associated with Canadian mining 

companies operating in other countries.   Currently they are working on follow up to 

General Council's clear decision to divest United Church pensions from Goldcorp.   The 

pension board have not yet followed the General Council’s directive to divest, saying 

fiduciary care prevents this. 

 

Peace with Justice for Palestine and Israel Working Group:   

 This group has held a wide variety of educational events, particularly in the Halifax area. 

 They have been working to implement the Unsettling Goods campaign to boycott products 

made exclusively in the illegal Israeli settlements on Palestinian land.   

 

Refugee and Immigration Working Group:  

 Needless to say, this group has been phenomenally busy.   Thank you to Bev McDonald 

for countless hours dedicated to helping United Churches sponsor refugees.  There are at 

least 30 groups in our Conference in various stages of sponsorship, up from none not that 



long ago.  This working group helps to ensure that each of these sponsors has the 

knowledge, resources and support that they need.   

 In addition, the Refugee Working Group has also been advocating for an end to having 

refugees repay their travel expenses to the Canadian Government.  There was a window 

when these expenses were forgiven for Syrian refugees only, but that period has ended and 

all refugees are once again required to reimburse their airfare.   

 

Environmental Working Group 

 No report 

 

 


