
Financial Support Committee 

 

On behalf of the Maritime Conference Financial Support Committee members - Keith Adams (who 

retired and moved to Campbellton, leaving a vacancy on the committee), Harley Grimmer, Jeffro 

Bursey, Gayle MacDonald, Lynn McKinnon, Fay Smith, Joan Wright, and myself as Chair - I 

offer warm greetings to all members, delegates, and visitors to Maritime Conference Annual 

Meeting 2016. 

 

Money matters are always front and center in our committee, and yet, we work very hard to assure 

that we remain consistently conscious of the active outreach ministry in our midst, the needs 

seeking to be fulfilled, and the compassionate understanding that must temper our final outcomes.  

In 2015, our committee was pleased to be able to distribute Mission Support grants to 20 different 

ministries throughout the conference based on decisions made in September of 2014.  Throughout 

the year we also distributed a total of $56,974 in Capital Assistance Grants which included: Church 

Modernization $21,009; Manse Modernization $20,941; Technology $4,524; Camps $6,500; and 

Congregational Learning grants of $5,370.66 to groups and individuals.  

 

We met once again as a committee at the Maritime Conference Office in Sackville N.B. in 

September of 2015 to discuss the current opportunities for outreach ministry and ministerial 

support that happen in our area.  We had received a reduced amount of $174,542 in Mission 

Support grant allocation to be disbursed throughout Maritime Conference, and with applications 

in the amount of $281,544, we knew that it would mean concerns and cut backs were the order of 

the day.  After much conversation, however, we were able to respond positively to most of the 

requests and we felt comfortable with our decisions which enabled us to offer the full $174,542 to 

18 ministries, which means that there is NO uncommitted balance for any emergency funding 

which may be requested throughout 2016. 

 

As always, our committee seeks to work with each Presbytery through their MS convenors, and 

we continue to encourage all Presbytery Financial Committees to assure that all requests which 

come to them for consent, follow the current guidelines.  We appreciate the good work that is 

done at the Presbytery level, as it provides us with much needed guidance as we make the final 

decisions striving to be good stewards of the Mission Support grant money so generously provided 

by the people who support the United Church of Canada. 

 

I wish to offer my thanks to all of my committee members for their dedication, clear thinking, 

insightful questions, and openness to change.  Thank you to the Conference staff, Laura Hunter 

and Marlene Trenholm, who assist us in ways of administration and discerning discussion.  Thank 

you to Gordon MacGregor and Frank Chisholm, who are always willing to help on the Bequest 

Review Committee when needed.  And a huge thank you to each and every person who contribute 

to the Mission and Service Fund, enabling the Mission Support grant to continue to support a wide 

variety of ministries in our midst. 

 

Blessings, 

Reverend Connie McNamara (Chair of FSC) 


