
General Council Executive 

 

We are not alone; we live in God's world…  The United Church of Canada continues to work in 

faith and trust to do the best for its two million members and adherents.  

 

The United Church of Canada website http://www.united-church.ca/ has changed dramatically.  

Please visit it on a regular basis to keep yourself updated on all the latest happenings. 

 

Since the last Maritime Conference Booklet Report we have elected a new Moderator.  The Right 

Rev. Jordan Cantwell was elected Moderator of The United Church of Canada on August 13, 2015, 

in Corner Brook, NL, by the 42nd General Council. 

 

Reasons to Celebrate:  On Saturday, October 17, 2015, several hundred people gathered at St. 

Andrew’s United Church in Niagara Falls, Ontario, to celebrate and witness the signing of the Full 

Communion Agreement between the United Church of Christ (USA) and The United Church of 

Canada. 

 

The agreement, which had been approved this summer by the 30th General Synod of the United 

Church of Christ (USA) and the 42nd General Council of The United Church of Canada, declares 

both denominations’ openness to co-operation in terms of witness, mission, worship, and the 

proclamation of a common faith. 

 

Concern:  The World Council of Churches (WCC), of which the United Church is a member, 

has expressed deep concern over the renewed wave of violence in Jerusalem in recent weeks.  You 

are encouraged to join the search for a just peace between Palestinians and Israelis through our 

Unsettling Goods Campaign. The Advent Peace Box, a practical tool for worship and study, offers 

an intergenerational starting point for congregations. 

 

Remits:  The eight remits approved by the 42nd General Council that could transform the church 

are now on the GC42 website. Please read Nora Sanders’ letters and study guides for each remit 

there. 

 

Travels:  An official delegation of The United Church of Canada visited China at the invitation of 

the China Christian Council (CCC) and the National Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic 

Movement of the Protestant Churches in China from November 28 to December 7, 2015. The 

CCC, with its 30 million members, is the largest Protestant church within the global ecumenical 

family. 

 

The 10-day visit represented a major partnership initiative for the United Church. The visiting 

delegation was led by the Moderator, the Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell, and the General Secretary 

of the General Council, Nora Sanders. The 22-member delegation, selected from across the 

country, represented the broad diversity of the United Church and its ministries. Funding for the 

delegation came from a variety of sources, with each delegate responsible for sourcing half of their 

own costs. 
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http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-expresses-concern-over-renewed-violence-in-jerusalem
http://www.gc42.ca/remits
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/member-churches/china-christian-council
https://chinadelegationucc.wordpress.com/meet-the-delegates/


Syrian Refugees: The Moderator of The United Church of Canada, is urging your participation in 

a church-wide appeal for Syrian refugees who are seeking relief from civil war in their country.   

Many communities and Pastoral Charges throughout the Maritime Conference are welcoming and 

will welcome our brothers and sisters in strife.  The UCC is asking you to…Pray for the millions 

of Syrians facing conflict and displacement.   Pray for the host communities in the region who 

welcome those seeking refuge from the conflict.   Pray for United Church Mission & Service 

partners and humanitarian relief agencies working to meet the needs of those affected.  Pray that 

regional governments and the international community will work together to address the current 

crisis, end the conflict, and help bring peace to Syria and the region. 

 

A First:  The upcoming General Council Executive meeting in April will be held through the 

wonders of technology.  We will be able to report at our Conference on how well it worked.  If 

successful, much money will be saved when comes to doing the business of the church. 

 

Thank you for your continued support during our work for General Council Executive on behalf 

of Maritime Conference. 

 

Background documentation on the work of the General Council Executive can be found at: 

https://commons.united-church.ca, under the “Governance” tab. 

 

Rev. Sean Handcock 

Pauline Walker 
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