
Halifax Presbytery 

 

Joy and celebration; lament and sorrow. As we visit one third of the pastoral charges each year we 

often find those themes living side by side.  

 

We celebrated as Edgewood-Oxford United Church and United Memorial Church amalgamated 

on January 1, 2016 and became Hope United Church. We were grateful to the many people who 

guided these congregations to this point. With the closure of United Memorial, there is one less 

preaching point, one less community presence and the new congregation is discussing ways in 

which ministry and presence can be continued. The United Memorial building and the St. John’s 

(Halifax) building were both sold in early 2016.  

 

Some of the proceeds from the sale of Forest Hills United Church were given back to the 

presbytery, along with some of the proceeds from the sale of United Memorial were used to 

establish an Innovative Ministries Fund, for which parameters have been established.  

  

Almost every one of our Pastoral Charges is involved in some way with refugee sponsorship, a 

living example of how people respond with energy, compassion and financial support when their 

hearts are touched.  

 

As a presbytery we were approached by a developer wondering if we were interested in 

collaborating in some fashion in a new development. This led to a process at a presbytery meeting 

designed for presbyters to envision where God might be calling us.  

 

As a presbytery we have planned how the education for the remits will unfold and how we can 

best support the congregations as we all participate in decisions that will radically change the 

church. Like many organizations, not just churches, almost all of us face financial challenges, as 

well as volunteers. The executive has spent a great deal of time on a J9 review this past year and 

are thankful for the guidance and wisdom offered by both the Conference and the General Council.  

 

We continue in faith, trusting that God is with us.  

 

Catherine MacDonald 

Chair – Pastoral Oversight 

 


