
Inverness-Guysborough Presbytery 

 

The Pastoral Oversight Committee of Inverness-Guysborough Presbytery has worked diligently to 

complete the work of oversight of the pastoral charges within our Presbytery.  

 

Our Presbytery is located in the northeast corner of mainland Nova Scotia and part of Cape Breton Island.  

 

Two of the churches in the River and Lakeside Pastoral Charge, St. Matthew’s United, Marble Mountain 

and Orangedale United, Orangedale, are being disbanded. The third church of the River and Lakeside 

Pastoral Charge, Forbes United, River Denys, will remain open. 

 

This Presbytery is fortunate to have among its members many dedicated clergy and we are pleased to 

announce that all our Pastoral Charges are currently served by clergy. During 2015 there were several 

changes in pastoral relations within our presbytery. Reverend Donna Lovelace accepted a call to West Bay 

Pastoral Charge in April; Reverend Rachel Campbell came to Whycocomagh & East Lake Ainslie Pastoral 

Charge in July; Norma Mills, DLM transferred from Inverness-Guysborough Presbytery to Sydney 

Presbytery and Margaree Pastoral Charge is being served by Dale Crawford, RDLM who was hired for a 

one-year appointment to allow time to search for a call. 

 

Many Pastoral Charges/Congregations communicate to Presbytery of a decline in numbers, volunteers, and 

finances, yet they continue to do the work of the church, both locally and also for the wider work of the 

Church through the Mission and Service fund of the United Church of Canada. 

 

Throughout the year anniversary services were celebrated. There are enthusiastic youth groups, men’s 

clubs, Bible studies, choir and music events, etc. 

 

In 2016, we will continue to provide oversight through triennial visits, attentiveness to 

congregational life and support of all our congregations. 

 

From the words of ‘The Servant Song’ in Voices United: 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 

fellow travellers on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

Brother, sister let me serve you. 

Let me be as Christ to you. 

Pray that I might have the grace 

To let you be my servant, too. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alice MacAskill, Chair 

Pastoral Oversight Committee, Inverness-Guysborough Presbytery 

 


