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Lesley Anne Hamilton was born in Scotland and moved to Canada with her family as a child. 

Lesley received her undergraduate degree in Cultural Studies/Women’s Studies from Trent 

University in Peterborough, Ontario in 2007 and a Master of Divinity from the Atlantic School of 

Theology in 2015, where her graduate research focussed on clergy stress. 

 

Lesley’s call to Ministry first expressed itself as a desire to leave a corporate career to focus on 

program development in Social Services. After spending many years working in the child 

protection, shelter and welfare systems - Lesley felt God’s touch again. The call to ordained 

ministry was discerned at St. John’s United Church in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Lesley’s former 

minister, the Reverend Dr. Linda Yates was an inspiration. Linda’s joyful approach to the work of 

the church acted as a beacon during Lesley’s journey. 

 

Lesley would like to thank the professors at the Atlantic School of Theology for their graceful and 

persistent service to God. Each one contributed to Lesley’s formation in meaningful ways. The 

always present support of United Church students by the faithful servants of Pine Hill Divinity 

College is also greatly appreciated. In addition, Lesley also wants to thank the Supervisors in the 

Spiritual Care Program at Capital Health in Halifax, Nova Scotia for their dedication to the 

development of skilled pastoral leaders. The Reverend Dr. Susan MacAlpine-Gillis has been a 

skilled and generous mentor and internship supervisor. Lesley is grateful for her support. 

 

Lesley’s spouse, Joan Fougere is “… the fruit of the Spirit” in “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, and gentleness…” (Galatians 5:22). Joan’s support of Lesley’s journey 

toward ministry has been practical and spiritual, without which it would not be. They will embark 

on the next phase of their lives together in St. Stephen, New Brunswick, where Lesley has been 

called by Kirk McColl United Church. 

 

 

 


