
Mount Allison University Board of Regents 

 

It is my honour and privilege to bring you the report of the Board of Regents of Mount Allison. 

The United Church has a long standing relationship with this institution and it continues to be 

valued by the University. Currently Maritime Conference has two representatives on the board; 

myself and Carol Chapman.  

 

Mount Allison continues to offer outstanding liberal arts education. It slipped in the Maclean’s 

Magazine national rankings, but is still among the top schools in the country. The National Survey 

of Student Engagement (NSSE) — administered to thousands of students across North America 

— ranked Mount Allison first in student-faculty interaction and among the top in level of academic 

challenge, enriching educational experience, and student satisfaction.  

 

After an acrimonious faculty strike last spring much effort has been made in repairing relationships 

with students and faculty. The board has two outstanding student representatives who are very 

articulate in expressing issues that are important to students. One issue that came directly from the 

student reps is responsible investing. The board agreed to investigate this and appointed a small 

committee, of which I am a member, to develop some responsible investment policies for the 

university. 

 

The faculty at Mount Allison provide excellent teaching and research. Many of them have received 

grants and awards to continue innovative work at the University. Most recently professor Dr. 

Joshua Kurek, of the environmental science department was awarded a grant from the Canadian 

Foundation for Innovation. The grant will allow for the establishment of Environmental Change 

and Aquatic Biomonitoring Lab to monitor how environmental stressors effect rivers and lakes.  

 

The President of the University, Dr Robert Campbell, was made a member of the Order of Canada 

in 2016, and the board applauds this honour. Dr Campbell is widely respected and provides 

excellent leadership to this institution and to higher education in the Maritimes. 

 

The University, continues to struggle with increased costs and declining revenue. However, Mount 

Allison, has excellent financial management and is in good fiscal shape despite this and continues 

to renew its infrastructure and buildings. 

 

Each year at its convocation Mount Allison confers honourary degrees. This year they honoured; 

Verna Kirkness (one of Canada’s most widely respected and recognized advocates of Aboriginal 

excellence in education), Arthur MacDonald (the director of the Sudbury Neutrino Observatory 

Institute and recent Nobel Prize Laureate), Roberta Jamieson (lawyer and First Nations Activist-

the first aboriginal woman to receive a law degree) and John Smol (Canada Research Chair in 

Environmental Change at Queens University and a leading expert on how climate change effects 

freshwater lakes). 

 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson 


