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Pine Hill (PH) continues to thrive with an active Board of lay and clergy, supported by our 

executive director, whose main purposes are to financially support United Church (UC) students, 

as well as Atlantic School of Theology (AST) in Halifax. Our Board has representation from both 

the Maritime and Newfoundland & Labrador Conferences, and is fortunate in bringing together a 

team of people whose commitment and skills complement its committees. AST faculty have been 

capably represented by the Rev’d Dr. Rob Fennell. The Rev’d Matthew Fillier completed his very 

busy term as PH Chair the end of June 2015.  PH is also responsible for finding UC representation 

on the AST Board.  In June 2016 Mr. Laurence Roche steps down as Treasurer; and Mr. David 

Griffiths, currently Vice-Chair, will become the next AST Board Chair.  We thank these folk for 

their time and expertise. 

 

After a lengthy discovery process by the PH and AST boards, in June a decision was made by both 

boards to not move ahead on a re-development plan for part of the campus.   However, we are 

pleased AST was able to find a new home for Hospice Halifax on its campus.  The two grey houses 

at 618/620 Francklyn Street will be renovated and connected in order to make one ten-bed, two-

story residential hospice that will retain the history and warmth of the original houses. The hospice 

is scheduled to open in 2017.   

 

In the Fall, the Rev’d Neale Bennet was installed as AST’s new president at Fort Massey Church. 

Neale works closely with AST’s three founding churches (Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Pine 

Hill (UC) and reports at Pine Hill Board meetings, maintaining an open line of communication 

between the School and PH.  Several changes in staff and faculty have occurred over the year at 

AST. 

 

The Founding Churches meet twice a year with representation from PH, University of King’s 

College, the Anglican Dioceses of NS & PEI and Fredericton, and the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Halifax & Yarmouth. In February we also welcomed Maritime Conference 

President, the Rev’d Matthew Fillier; and Conference Executive Secretary, Mr. David Hewitt. We 

are particularly excited by David’s presence as it will allow continuity in UC representation at 

these important meetings, as well as an opportunity for dialogue with the leadership of our 

ecumenical partners.  

 

This year PH supported more than $165,000 in tuition bursaries for UC students in the lay and 

ordered streams of ministry at AST. The ratio of distance/on-campus students is approximately                  

62/38% respectively. Pine Hill also supports the part-time position of UC chaplain, the Rev’d Anne 

Hoganson, as well as full-time position of the UC Formation Director, the Rev’d Sally Shaw.  This 

year we were able to help with the cost of a students’ pilgrimage to Iona under Sally’s supervision.  

Sally was also the administrator of a Ministry of Supervision course on AST campus, funded in 

part by Pine Hill. We were pleased to be able to help with the costs of one of our students, Mr. 

Justin McNeill, who was part of a delegation visiting the Christian church in China.   

 

With a large endowment to manage (worth at one point last year in excess of eighteen million 

dollars) we have been blessed to be able to support on-going programs and new initiatives of AST. 



This year we invested one million dollars in the United Church Foundation.  We are indebted to 

past Boards over the years, as well as to our current Finance Committee and its Chair, Mr. Bob 

Carter. 

 

Lastly, I want to acknowledge the leadership and work of our Executive Director, Ms. Brenda 

Munro. Brenda’s ministry to our UC students and future leaders cannot be overstated. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Trent D. Cleveland-Thompson (Rev’d)                        

Chair, Pine Hill Divinity Hall Board 

 


