
Saint John Presbytery 

 

During the past year, Saint John Presbytery has continued to move forward with their exploration 

of new and innovate ways of providing ministry within its boundaries.  The cooperative ministry 

initiative in the east end of the city, Deep in our Hearts, is continuing to work. Silver Falls United 

and Glen View United have hired one full time ministry person that they share and talks are 

continuing in how this arrangement can grow to include others.  In the east end of the presbytery, 

another cluster, “Chasing the Spirit”, are exploring some very creative ideas with respect to filling 

their ministry needs. 

 

Lorneville has moved forward with a shared ministry with the Presbyterians in the area which is 

working well for their congregation.   

 

We have a number of Pastoral Charges in various stages of Search and are eager to see what new 

things might develop there. We have a number of Pastoral Charges who are in well established 

pastoral relationships who are continuing their fine ministry and outreach.  There are two 

congregations in the area who are directly involved with Syrian Refugee families and who have 

dedicated significant energy to this work.  The churches of the presbytery and the presbytery itself 

are supporting them in every way that we can. 

 

Although we continue to be concerned about the number of Pastoral Charges who struggle 

financially to maintain ministry within their individual contexts, we decided that we had much to 

celebrate so, on November 1st, all of the congregations of the Presbytery came together at the Saint 

John Trade and Convention Centre to worship together.  The commitment it required of the 

churches… to close their churches on a Sunday morning… and to travel up to 75 km to attend 

worship.. shows that ‘We Are One’ which was the theme of the day.  With 1200 people attending 

and a choir that blew the roof off of the place, everyone left that morning feeling a great sense of 

optimism and pride in this United Church of ours.  

 

As a presbytery, there is definitely a positive sense of moving forward and of community.  We 

continue to be thankful to God for all that God provides and for the opportunity we share to follow 

in the way of Jesus.  
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