
South Shore Presbytery 

 

We are called to be the church – To celebrate God’s presence 

 

The church and what it means to be the church continues to change across our denomination and South 

Shore is no exception.  The number of full time ministries in our presbytery has gone from 9 over the past 

few years to 6 in 2015.  The remainder of our 19 pastoral charges are served by 8 part-time ordained or 

retired ministry personal, 2 week-end supply, 1 part-time lay worship leader, 1 student supply, and 1 

congregational designated minister. 

This year we celebrated 1 covenanting service as we welcomed Rev. Brenda McCurdy as half time ordained 

minister at the Barrington Pastoral Charge. 

One of the ways in which our presbytery has sought to remain faithful to the call to be the church and to 

celebrate God’s presence on the south shore of Nova Scotia is by asking the question of what that might 

look like in the future.  To this end, South Shore held a series of 4 “Who is My Neighbour?” workshops 

where pastoral charges gathered in geographic regions to explore what resources we might better utilize by 

working together.  These workshops were followed up by a day-long event called “Grant Us Wisdom, 

Grant Us Courage” where discussion continued about how we look to the future of our church. 

Another way in which our presbytery has been exploring the future is through the establishment of a Future 

Directions Standing Committee at the Presbytery level as well as motions put in place to encourage and 

support Pastoral Charges in the formation of their own Future Direction Committees. 

 

To Live with Respect in Creation 

 

Many of our churches continue to explore ways of “greening” our buildings including initiatives such as 

the installation of heat pumps to help decrease the use of fossil fuels, the development or expansion of local 

composting or waste management programs and even the exploration of the possibility of installing solar 

panels. 

 

To Love and Serve Others  

 

The congregations of South Shore Presbytery continue to be strongly committed to reaching out in service 

of others both locally and beyond our presbytery borders.  Locally these acts of service take on many forms 

both within the individual congregations themselves and within the communities where our churches are 

located. 

Within our presbytery as a whole commitment to the Mission and Service Fund and Sherbrook Lake Camp 

is strong as well as commitment to supporting local initiatives. 

   

To Seek Justice and Resist Evil 

 

It is sometimes difficult to define where service of others ends and seeking justice begins.  Many of the 

forms of outreach which our congregations participate in are also justice issues.  There is a strong 

commitment both locally and across our presbytery calling people both inside our churches and beyond to 

keeping justice a focus in our lives.    Following up on the Maritime Conference decision to become an 

affirming conference, South Shore Presbytery has established a task group to explore the possibility of 

South Shore becoming and affirming presbytery.  We have also taken the first steps to begin discussion 

about the accessibility of our church buildings.  This past November a KAIROS event was held within our 

presbytery looking at the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation recommendations.  One of the 

highlights throughout this past year has been the number of pastoral charges who have become involved 

with refugee support.  With tremendous help from other churches in our presbytery and the surrounding 

communities refugee families are no settling into Liverpool, Petite Riviere, Shelburne and Yarmouth. 

 



To Proclaim Jesus 

One of the most exciting ways that South Shore Presbytery has “Proclaimed Jesus” was the presbytery wide 

youth event that was held earlier this month (April) at the Black Loyalist Heritage Museum in Birchtown.  

 

The Call of God 

God is calling us as a presbytery, and as individual churches and individual people, into an unknown future.  

This is perhaps more true than ever as we begin to look at the General Council Remits dealing with the 

changing structures of our Church.  South Shore Presbytery see this as not only a time of change but also 

as a time of opportunity.  As we continue to look at better ways of working together to insure a United 

Church presence within this part of the province, we are finding new ways of celebrate, to serve, and to 

live out our call to follow where the Spirit leads us.  There is a strong sense of purpose and possibility here 

and this is indeed something to celebrate. 
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