
United Church Men 

 

Our Vision Statement: “To lead men to an understanding of the work and witness of the church, 

that through commitment to Christ, they may fulfill the ministry to which they are called, in the 

home, in daily work, in the community and in the world.” 

 

Over the past year, the UCM Executive busied itself on planning and preparing for our eighth 

Biennial Rally.  With our number of attendees declining at each event, we pondered how we could 

change that trend.  It was suggested by an executive member that a military chaplain, maybe with 

war-zone experience, Afghanistan possibly, should be approached, and we all got excited.  And it 

paid dividends!  On April 23, 2016 at Trinity-St. Stephen's United Church in Amherst, NS, Major 

Rev. Charles Deogratias, a Chaplain-Padre with the Canadian Armed Forces stationed at Cape 

Gagetown, NB, delivered an emotional and inspiring message to some 110 men from all over the 

Maritimes.  To make it even more exciting, Major Charles is a refugee from Rwanda, having spent 

the first 20 years of his life in a refugee camp in Tanzania.  The good news, our numbers were up, 

thanks to much promotion prepared by Layton Peck and Wally Ellis. 

 

The theme was “Heartprints,” taken from Charles' own words, “whatever we touch in this world 

we leave finger prints...but when we touch people we leave heartprints.”  He is living proof of 

those words!  He was capably assisted by our event Chaplain, Wally Ellis, a DLM serving on the 

Stanley Pastoral Charge in NB, near Fredericton.  Layton Peck directed the event and also proved 

music leadership in a most-exciting manner, with the talented Lloyd MacLean on the keyboards. 

 

We elected our executive for 2016-18.  After serving ten years as President, I, Bob Bartlett, 

Fredericton, NB, have become the Past-President.  Layton Peck, Hampton, NB, becomes our new 

President; Wally Ellis, Stanley, 1st VP; Carl Wilson, Stanley, NB, 2nd VP; returning Secretary, Bob 

Lindsay, Dartmouth, NS, and Treasurer, Dwight Perkins, Dartmouth, NS.  Our problem is filling 

the Members-at-large positions, two from each province.  From NS, Dick Charlton, Dartmouth, 

Ron Patterson, Amherst, return.  From NB, only John Hill, Hampton, a former member, returns, 

one remains vacant.  But both positions from PEI remain vacant.  

 

A DVD of this rally will be available over the next few months and much discussion on the future 

of men's work will occur over the next year.  Any ideas would be greatly appreciated.   

 

During the past year, two long-standing men's events, the Cape Breton Men's Conference, 

September, 2015, and the Fredericton Christian Men's Retreat, February, 2016, have been held.  

Although both of these events have become ecumenical in nature and attendance, they both have 

their beginnings from men in the United Church.  Besides, a variety of Men's Breakfasts are held 

monthly at various locations throughout the Maritimes.   

 

But our biggest unanswered question:  Where are all the men in today's United Church?  Especially 

younger men as a very high percentage of the attendees are seniors.   Are we not appealing to 

them? Is there a better format for our event?   

 

If there is, please give us some suggestions as to what we can do in the future.  In my life, one of 

the greatest gifts if have received has been the Fellowship with other Christian men.   



 

As I bid farewell, it has been a wonderful learning experience since the UCM President becomes 

a member of the Maritime Conference Executive, and I appreciate more than ever what the United 

Church of Canada stands for.    

 

Bob Bartlett, President  

Maritime Conference 
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