
Maritime Conference United Church Women 

 

Over the past two years, it has been a great pleasure for me to visit with so many dedicated UCW 

members across Maritime Conference, including Bermuda. Although there are fewer of us in this 

time of transition, I know that we still have the will and the ability to do good work in a society 

that is much in need. It pleases me to report that while our numbers are down, M & S support 

remains strong. 

 

In every UCW gathering I have visited, I met so many capable women who have been and continue 

to be leaders in their home units and in their congregations. From this pool of very competent 

people, the Church has drawn many notable leaders and this will keep on happening. In a changing 

Church world we are doing things differently. Some churches have had to close the doors. We live 

in a different time, so we will not be doing things the same old way. We continue to adapt. 

 

Caring at Home has been the theme chosen for Maritime Conference UCW until the next Biennial. 

We found many ways to do this. Children, adults and seniors have been the focus of a lot of local 

projects. 

  

With the Caring at Home theme in mind we have been able to contribute in a worthwhile way to 

the National project Child Well-Being Initiative. Child Poverty is a big concern in Canada. Our 

Conference is no exception. We worked to become better informed.   

 

One way in which the Child Poverty concern has been spread has been through the making and 

distribution of rag dolls. These dolls carry a brief summary of the Child poverty situation, and 

possible legislative solutions. They are being distributed to elected official and other opinion 

leaders, in the Maritimes and Nationally. We feel they may have been a factor in the recent increase 

in the Child Tax Credit. 

 

A plan of action called Bread, Not Stones is available for downloading on the Conference website. 

It contains Worship and Bible Study resources as well as a plan of action. I urge you to get it and 

use it. At the MCUCW “Biennial Meeting” held in Brookfield, N.S., Sarah Goodfellow was 

installed as president for the next two years. Sarah’s theme for action is “Reaching out with 

purpose.” 

 

Under the guidance of Cynthia Gunn, UCW Guidelines received a careful review. The revised 

UCW Handbook is now available on line. During my term of office, I was pleased to see that the 

UCW is alive and well.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine J. MacLean, President 


