
Valley Presbytery  

 

Like most pastoral oversight committees, in Valley Presbytery we spend a lot of time dealing with 

crises in pastoral charges. But we also need to celebrate what our communities of faith do, even in 

the midst of debates over their futures. A quick perusal of annual reports in Valley Presbytery 

shows that our United Church charges are sponsoring refugees, running and donating to food 

banks, supporting foster children here and abroad, organizing music programs, celebrating 4H 

groups, providing facilities for adult education and health initiatives, breaking through the 

loneliness of the ill and elderly  and providing a sense of community. We lift up all those who 

openly obey Christ’s call to love one another. 

 

We are celebrating two calls since the rise of Conference.  Aylesford has welcomed the Reverend 

John Moses and Rivers of Grace will welcome the newly-ordained Reverend Alex Constable this 

summer. 

 

We have several charges in transition. 

 

Orchard Valley Pastoral Charge continues to discern its future under the leadership of the 

intentional interim minister the Reverend Bill MacLeod  and the worship team of the Reverend 

Ivan and Judy Norton. We are grateful for their leadership through turbulent times and for the 

determination and faith and passion of the people of the faith community. 

 

Kingsport Emmanuel United continues as a community church under supply leadership. 

 

Vaughans and Walton charges are served by lay pulpit supply. 

 

Windsor United is in the midst of a joint needs assessment as the Reverend Bill Gibson retires this 

spring after more than two decades of dedicated ministry. 

 

The charges of Valley Presbytery have adopted many styles of ministry to continue as communities 

of faith. There are several ecumenical initiatives taking place as we share leaders, resources and 

buildings with other denominations. We have bivocational ministers who hold half-time clergy 

positions and work at other jobs; lay leaders under Presbytery supervisors; retired ministers in 

supply positions and we have full time ordained ministers.  At a time of dwindling resources, some 

congregations and leaders have worked out creative solutions to continue to work and worship as 

Christian communities. Some of those arrangements are being challenged and we pray that 

Christian compassion and common sense will prevail so God’s work may continue to be done. 

 

The pastoral oversight committee has been reconstituted over the past year and we have begun a 

series of visits to congregations, beginning with the Ste. Croix Pastoral Charge. 

 

As we ponder the remits that are before us and review the work of the past year, the committee is 

left wondering how the work of oversight of pastoral charges will be done if Presbyteries are 

eliminated under the proposed restructuring. In the meantime we will continue to celebrate and lift 

up and thank God for the work of the communities of faith in this Presbytery. 

 

Yours in Christ 


