Proposal 2

Title: Syrian Refugee Sponsorship
Originating Body: PEI Presbytery

Intended court for Action: Maritime Conference

Financial Implications: None
Staffing implications: Executive Secretary
Source of Funding: None needed

The PEI Presbytery proposes that the Maritime Conference 2016 write a letter to the
Federal Government expressing concern regarding the slowdown in processing
applications for Syrian Refugees, which is squandering the goodwill of Canadians;
and that the Executive Secretary do this on behalf of the conference.

Background:

Since 2011, the country of Syria has been dealing with a Civil War which has displaced millions
of people. Many have fled their homes and are currently living in refugee camps in Turkey,
Lebanon and Jordan.

In November 2015, when the new government came to power, a commitment was made to respond
to the Syrian Refugee Crisis. The government committed to bringing 25,000 people to Canada by
year’s end and asked Canadians to consider sponsoring a family. This deadline was then extended
to the end of February 2016. Canadians across Canada, and in particular the Maritimes responded
to that call and formed groups to fundraise and prepare to help bring a

Syrian refugee to Canada. These same groups have raised funds, found housing and are ready to
support a family in the midst of the ongoing crisis.

Unfortunately, that process has not been an easy one. Many groups chose to sponsor a family using
the Blended Office Visa-Referred Program (BVOR), which had the government paying half the
costs to support a family for a year. Since the plea for sponsors began, this option has been either
dysfunctional or halted all together, making it almost impossible for groups to connect with a
family. For those who have made a match through either the BVOR route, or through Private
Sponsorship, the process has become a slow one. Since the government reached its goal of 25,000
refugees at the end of February 2016, the application processed has slowed down. The government
has scaled back resources from the camps, and many groups have been left waiting and wondering
if they will even be able to connect with a Syrian refugee family. The effects of this slow down
are many. First and foremost, it affects the refugees in camps who have been approved for re-
settlement to Canada, but are left to face a long and unknown length of time, before being matched
with a sponsor, or travelling to Canada. Children and families are left in dangerous, unhealthy and
discriminatory situations. Second, many groups in the Maritimes and throughout Canada have
raised funds out of a desire to respond to the Syrian crisis and to help a family. Many of these
groups have not been connected with a family, and those that have found a match, have been told
it could be as long as nine months before the family arrives in Canada. Third, many sponsorship
groups responded to the plea by securing rented properties and other household belongings with



the expectation that a family would arrive imminently. This is no longer the case, which has left
groups facing financial loss as they continue to hope for the arrival of a refugee looking for a new
beginning. As the Syrian Crisis goes on, there is a need to respond to the concern that refugees in
need will be forgotten, and that the goodwill of Canadians will be wasted, hampering the response
that Canadians might have towards future crisis’ that might emerge.



