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Josephine: (on the way to church Sunday morning) 

Joel!  It’s great to see you and Susan and the kids are joining our 

church.  We need you!! 

Joel:  Hi Josephine! Thanks.  Hey, have you got a minute? 

Joel: (conspiratorially) You seem to be up front talking about money and 

the Mission & Service Fund often.  Well, Susan and the kids and I 

feel kinda stupid asking this, but…we were sort of 

wondering…where does our money go when we put it in our 

envelope?  Does some of it get into that Mission & Service Fund?  

We’d really like to know! 

Josephine: Great question!  I wish more people would ask it.  I just happen to 

have my envelope with me. 

 (She roots through her purse and bags, dropping things on the floor.  

Goes to her coat to get a large envelope – about four feet by six 

feet.  Takes out pointer and large black marker.) 

Joel: Gee Josephine; is the size of your envelope a reflection of the 

amount of money you give to the church and the M&S Fund? 

Josephine: You know Joel, it doesn’t matter how much we give but it is 

important to recognize the need to give and to contribute what we 

can.  What we do with all our gifts is called STEWARDSHIP.  Jesus 

said we are to care about everybody – the sick, the children, the 

refugee, anyone who is hungry…That’s Mission & Service.   And 

that takes money!!  And that is an exciting part of our ministry!!! 

Joel: It is tough for a young family in difficult times, but Susan and I 

recognize that we are a lot better off than some and have a lot to be 

thankful for.  We want to get the low down so we can contribute to 

the whole ministry.  How do we do it though? 

Josephine: How true, Joel, but you know it’s not only the young experiencing 

difficulties; seniors on fixed incomes are finding it harder to make 

ends meet.  But we do what we can, don’t we? 

Joel: I never really gave that much thought, but you know you’re right. 



Josephine: Well (pointing to the envelope) first you take a good look at what’s 

needed, and then at what you can give.  Then you consider how you 

want to divide your offering up.  How much do you put into 

supporting our local operating costs; and also (pointing) how much 

do you want to put in the Mission & Service Fund.  Personally, I split 

it 50-50.  But it is entirely your choice Joel. 

Joel: So it is my responsibility to make sure the money goes to where I 

want it. 

Josephine: That’s right Joel. 

Joel: So 50 percent of what you give supports our Pastoral Charge. 

Josephine: Yes  

Joel: …and 50 percent supports the M&S projects in other countries. 

Josephine: Goodness no!! When you’ve been here a while and heard a few 

Minutes for Mission, you’ll get the whole picture.  The Mission and 

Service Fund is involved in projects all across Canada, and here in 

the Maritimes.  Why, that M&S money goes straight to fund 

theological education for our clergy, The GO Project for our Youth, 

Brunswick Street Mission, St. Matthew’s Out of the Cold Program, 

Tatamagouche Centre and to help out Pastoral Charges like Trinity 

United in Mahone Bay, Lakeview and Chipman-Gasperaux charges 

in Woolastook Presbytery. And of course we support some great 

people and projects around the whole world. 

Joel: That’s great, do you have any information on the division of money 

collected in the Maritime Conference? 

Josephine: Yes, as a matter of fact I do.  Check out this Generosity Brochure 

and begins to read…Dalhousie Campus Ministry got $10,000 this 

year.  Fairview United Family Resource centre got $14,900 and the 

New Dawn Community Development group got $14,900. 

Joel: Is there other literature available for me to read? 

Josephine: Shows magazines – Observer, Mandate 

Joel: How can I get more involved? 

Josephine: I’m a member of the Mission and Outreach Committee.  We’re a 

small group and we need more enthusiastic members…and we 

could always use a few more people just like you. 


