
  
   

MARITIME CONFERENCE 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE 

DIGEST OF MEETING – April 15-16, 2016 

 

 

 Established a task group to coordinate the Moderator’s visit, October 3-9, 2016. This visit 

will include stops in South Shore, St. Croix, Truro and Woolastook Presbyteries. 

 

 Moved that one (1) hour of educational process on Remits be made available at the 2016 

Conference Annual Meeting.   

 

 Laura Hunter, Kendall Harrison and David Hewitt offered brief snapshots of their work.  

 

 Reports were received from Halifax, St. Croix, Truro, Valley, Woolastook, Prince 

Edward Island and South Shore Presbyteries. 

 

 Moved that the “Core Values Statement” and “Ministry Priorities” (2010-2015) are now 

declared expired.  

 

 Received a 1st quarter financial report for 2016 and the audited Financial Statements for 

2015. 

 

 Moved that a letter of thanks be sent to Grant Thornton for their continued support. 

 

 Received a draft narrative budget for 2017 to be presented to the annual meeting of 

Maritime Conference. 

 

 Moved to present to the 2016 Conference Annual Meeting a draft budget for 2017 with 

o expenses totaling $1,248,481.90 

o a 0% allocation increase for a total allocation of $934,365.99 

o an operating deficit of $593.91 

o a cash reserve of $25,000 as a hedge against the projected total loss of the General 

Council operating grant of approximately $194,000 by 2018. 

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference committee travel rate of $0.30/km, meal rates of 

$30/day, and annual meeting travel rate of $0.10/km remain the same for 2017. 

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference take no further action on Proposal 9, Investigation of an 

Alternate Funding Model for Maritime Conference Office, from the 90th Annual Meeting 

of Maritime Conference. 

 

 Authorized the Finance & Property Committee to investigate the procurement of a new 

mortgage for September 2017 at a lower annual interest rate, but with similar prepayment 

terms as exists for the current mortgage, and provide recommendations to the Executive 



  
   

at the spring 2017 Executive meeting on the feasibility for a lower rate mortgage for 

September 2017. 

 

 Moved that the MacLennan Memorial Camp funds follow the policy set by Conference 

Executive for the distribution of camp sale funds, and that Truro and Pictou Presbytery be 

invited to give submissions to Outdoor Recreational Ministry Unit for the use of those 

funds.  

 

 Moved that the proceeds of the sale of St. Giles United Church be as follows: 

10% Mission and Service Endowment Fund 

25% Maritime Conference Financial Campaign 

45% Westfield United Church 

5% Lorneville United Church 

5% St. Mark’s United Church 

10% Harbour Lights Campaign 

 

 Approved that the proceeds of sale of Riley Brook United Church building would be 

retained by the Plaster Rock / Grand Falls Pastoral Charge to help defray costs of 

demolition of the manse in Plaster Rock which cost $10,848. 

 

 Formed a task group to assist pastoral charges and presbyteries in the establishment of 

clusters. 

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference investigate the feasibility to hold the Conference 

Annual Meeting in Bermuda.  

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference offer bus transportation to the Conference Annual 

Meeting beginning Lower Sackville, NS and three locations in Prince Edward Island and 

that we invite registrations to determine if enough people sign up to make it feasible.  

 

 Established a task group to explore alternative meeting locations for the Conference 

Annual Meeting 

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference recognize Stephen Fairweather during the Memorial 

Observances at the 2016 Conference Annual Meeting. 

 

 Moved to research the costs of holding the October 21-22, 2016 meeting at 

Tatamagouche Centre and report back. 

 

 Acknowledged the dissolution of the Atlantic Ecumenical Council with thanksgiving for 

50 years of faithful ecumenical engagement. 

 

 Referred the matter of Sacramental Elders to the MP&E Committee for further 

consideration and possible recommendation. 

 



  
   

 Named Tony Orlando to the Conference Interview Board, listed within the Ministry 

Personnel and Education Committee.  

 

 Established the Conference Committee for Affirming Ministries with the membership of 

Robert Johnson, Elizabeth Stevenson and Tony Burnett.   

 

 Moved that Conference Executive after the rise of Conference be: 

- President; 

- Past-President; 

- President-Elect 

- Executive Secretary; 

- Treasurer; 

- President of Maritime Conference U.C.W.; 

- President of Maritime Conference U.C.M.; 

- Youth Representative; 

- Conference Representatives on General Council Executive; 

- Chairpersons of Committees or their appointees; and 

- Representatives of the 14 Presbyteries / Synod. 

 

 Moved that the 91st Conference Annual Meeting elect alternates for the elected 

representatives to the General Council Executive.  

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference not name members of a Stewardship Committee but 

rather maintain budget support for a Stewardship Network by which support may be 

given to initiatives of the General Council Stewardship and Gifts Officer within this 

region.  

 

 Approved Annika Sangster as Chair, Coordinating Committee Relating to Sexual 

Harassment, listed within the Ministry Personnel and Education Committee.  

  

 Received reports from the Church in Action, Financial Support, Staff, Ministry Personnel 

and Education and Christian Life and Growth Committees. 

 

 Moved that Maritime Conference maintain a practice of holding accountability records of 

incorporated ministries in confidence, except when needed to address written complaints. 

 

 Received a report, via Skype, from Roger Janes, General Council Stewardship and Gifts 

Officer. 

 

 Approved criteria for Maritime Conference Funding for Ministry Learning Sites as 

$5,000 per candidate prorated based upon the normal length of the ministry educational 

program.  

 

 Received a report from Maritime Conference United Church Women. 

 



  
   

 Approved the sale of Dorchester United Church, Dorchester, NS, (PID #00795450 and 

00795591) to Mark Pitcher for $15,000 and authorize the Trustees to attend to all 

necessary documentation and legal fees necessary to complete the sale. 

 

 Approved the listing for sale of Mckinleyville United Church, McKinleyville, NB, and 

authorize the Executive Secretary to act on behalf of the Conference in this matter.  


