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The Archives and Artefact Beacon 
 

 Season’s Greetings! 
 

Welcome to the first edition of The Archives 
and Artefact Beacon.  There is a rich heritage 
in the Maritime Conference of the United 
Church of Canada – both archival and 
material.   This new endeavour aims to help 
us share the stories of our past with one 
another.   
 
Why a newsletter about both archives and 
artefacts? History is not only told through 
documents.  Our understanding of history is 
enhanced by the study and preservation of 
both archival materials and artefacts.  
Indeed, artefacts – material objects from the 
past – sometimes give us information about 
people and activities of the past that are oft 
forgotten in historical documents.  It is 
hoped that this newsletter will share stories 
about our church forbearers through the 
words, images and objects they left behind. 
 
There is also work on both archival and 
material heritage going on at the Conference 
and Denominational level.  It is hoped that 
this newsletter can serve as conduit of 
information about such projects. 
 
Why call this newsletter “Beacon”?    
Admittedly, it is a bit of a historical play on 
words.  While there were plenty of “heralds”, 
“times”, “transcripts”, “chronicles” and 
“examiners” amongst historical newspapers, 
there were also plenty of newspapers or 
proposed newspapers carrying sources of 
light in their titles.  Indeed, in the Maritime 
provinces there were examples of this such 
as: The St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 

The Yarmouth Light (Yarmouth, N.S.) and 
L'Etoile du Nord (P.E.I.). 
 
The use of the word beacon, however, has a 
deeper meaning.  Beacons are guiding lights, 
but they are also reminders.   We want 
people to remember that the Maritime 
Conference Archives and the Maritime 
Conference Archives Committee are here to 
help preserve our church history.  Moreover, 
we want people to be encouraged and 
inspired by the faith of those in the church 
who have gone before us and those in other 
congregations working to preserve their 
heritage today. 
 
It is perhaps particularly appropriate that the 
inaugural edition of The Archives and Artefact 
Beacon appears in this Advent season.  This is 
a time of year when we, as church people, 
light Advent candles, and sing hymns about 
guiding stars and candles which light the 
dark as we wait to celebrate the coming of 
Jesus -- The Light of the World. 
 
In the following pages you will find, articles 
for young and old about church Christmas 
celebrations and Advent lessons of the past.  
True, many of the pieces in this edition focus 
on the heritage of the United Church in New 
Brunswick, but in future editions we hope to 
share snippets of the past from many places 
in the Maritime provinces, Bermuda and The 
Gaspé Coast of Quebec. 
 
Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas! 
 
Julielynne Anderson, 
Convenor and Chair, 
Maritime Conference Archives Committee 
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Visits to St. Stephen 
 

By: Sarah Wallace 
 

In August, I paid a visit to Kirk-McColl United 
Church in St. Stephen to view their archives 
room and give recommendations about how 
to best care for their records and artifacts. 
The archives room is a sight to behold! It is 
filled with artifacts, photographs, and 
records lovingly compiled by Douglas 
Dougherty, who passed away in August 
2015.  
 

A few months later, it was time for a second 
visit. Along with Julielynne Anderson, our 
Archives Committee chair, and Bob and Jean 
from Kirk-McColl (pictured below), we 
started an inventory of their artifacts and 
books and picked up some records to bring 
to the Archives. Both visits were so much fun 
and we were able to get a lot of work done. 

 
If you would like a visit to your pastoral 
charge for help with records or artifacts, 
please feel free to contact me at 
archives@marconf.ca 
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Do you know the history of the church in Bermuda?  Do you have artefacts in your church from the late 

18
th

 or early 19
th

 century?  Did you participate in church camps?  We’re looking for pictures and stories 

about the church in Bermuda, the early days of the Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists in 

the Conference and church camp for upcoming issues.   Please send submissions to 

archives@marconf.ca or by mail to Maritime Conference Archives, 21 Wright Street Sackville, NB 

E4L 4P8 
 

Contributor Info 
 

Columnists and 

Editors…. Julielynne 

Anderson (Chair, 

Maritime Conference 

Archives Committee) and 

 Sarah Wallace (Maritime 

Conference Archivist) 
 

All photos of artefacts, 

archival material and 

modern day persons 

taken by Julielynne 

Anderson or Sarah 

Wallace 
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Lantern Slides and Christmas 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

One of the first items that caught my eye 
when I walked into the archives room at Kirk-
McC0ll was a magic lantern.  In the days 

before computers, 
televisions and even 
motion pictures and 
radio, magic lantern 
shows (sort of like a 
slide show) provided 
entertainment and 
education. 
 

 

Magic lantern shows would not have been 
unknown to our church-going ancestors in 
this region.  Magic lantern shows were used 
in what were then considered – by some at 
least – scientific lectures in Saint John, New 
Brunswick in the 1840s1 and as fundraisers in 
Fredericton, New Brunswick in 1895. 2 
 
Upon closer inspection, however, what was 

most fascinating 
was not the magic 
lantern itself, but 
various objects 
that could be 
related to it or later 
slide projectors.  
Included amongst 

these items were: an instruction guide of 
how to colour your own slides, crayons for 

                                            
1
 Martin Hewitt, “Science as Spectacle: Popular 

Scientific Culture in Saint John, New Brunswick, 1830-
1850.” Acadiensis, Vol. 18, No. 1 (Autumn 1988): 109. 
2
 The Daily Gleaner (Fredericton, N.B.), 22 May 1895 – 

8 June 1895. 

colouring slides and hand coloured slides 
featuring the Christmas story. 
 
 We cannot say yet exactly when these 

Christmas slides were used at 
Kirk-McColl.  The booklet with 
instructions on how to colour 
slides – made by the same 
company who made the crayons 
– is dated 1948, but the 

Christmas slides carry a different name on 
them. What we do know is that at some 
point in the 20th century hand coloured slides 
were used to illustrate the story of the 
Nativity. 
 

 
 
Included with the Christmas slides was a 

script encompassing 
the Bible verses Luke 
2: 1-20 and Matthew 
2: 7-9. Within the 
script are indicators 
of which slide should 

be shown at which point. These artefacts 
provide a fascinating glimpse into interactive 
Christian education in the past.  
 

  
The Archives and History Committee of the United 

Church is working on ways to help congregations 

become more informed about the care of artefacts and 

preservation of the stories found in the United 

Church’s material history.  Please  look for updates in 

future issues of this newsletter. 
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From The Archives 
 

By: Sarah Wallace, 
Maritime Conference Archivist 

 

Christmas in 1896 
 
Does anyone out 
there have a time 
machine? 
 As an archivist, it’s 
definitely on my 
Christmas wish list!  
However,  
 even without a time 
machine we can use 

the records here at the Archives to learn 
what Christmas may have been like 120 years 
ago at Centenary Methodist Church in Saint 
John, NB. 
 

The Archives has no 
photographs of  
Centenary Methodist 
 in 1896 but here’s a 
photograph from 1904 
to set the scene. It’s 
probably safe to 

assume that the interior looked very similar 
back in 1896. 
 

This photograph of 
some of the 

congregational 
members in 1896 
can give you an 
idea of the faces 
who would have 
been attending the 

Christmas Day service.  
 

Now on to Christmas! As 
recorded in this book of 
services, the minister at 
Centenary Methodist was 
Rev. John Read (pictured 
below). On Christmas Day 
he preached from Matthew 
2:1-2. The weather was 

noted as “fine” so we know that people 
didn’t wake up to a snowstorm that Friday 
morning. 
 

 
Rev. John Read 

 
It’s hard to say what Santa brought to Saint 
John on Christmas Day but it’s probably safe 
to say that at least some people received 
gloves as advertised in 
this souvenir booklet for 
the NB and PEI 
Methodist Conference 
meeting held in Saint 
John in June 1896. As 
far as I can tell from 
various online inflation calculators, $24.00 in 
2015 dollars (or 84 cents in 1896) could get 
you a pair of 4 button lady’s gloves. 

 

As for the rest, we’ll have to fill in the blanks 
with our imagination but I imagine Christmas 
in 1896 was just as much a time of 
celebration and thankfulness as it is today. 
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From Church Kitchens 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
Recipe found by: Sarah Wallace 
 

From Biblical times, fellowship and religious 
teaching over food has been part of the 
Christian tradition.  In church life, there is 
also a connection between the 
Advent/Christmas Seasons and food.  
Whether it is the ubiquitous Christmas 
bazaar, traditional Christmas teas or 
ecumenical Advent carol festivals which raise 
money for local food banks, food is part and 
parcel of the life and work of the church 
during the Advent/Christmas Seasons. 
 

Church groups also have 
a tradition of putting 
recipe collections 
together.  Found in the 
Maritime Conference Archives is one of these 
recipe collections that is particularly 
appropriate for this time of year.  In 1981, 
Fairview United Church (Halifax, NS) put 
together a recipe booklet called Yuletide 
Yummies.  Below you will find a recipe from 
that collection: 
 

 
Of course, recipes for ginger snaps and plum 
pudding – which Yuletide Yummies also 
contains – predate 1981 by many years.  
Similar recipes would not have been 

unknown to our Methodist and 
Presbyterian ancestors of past 
centuries. 
   

If you lived in or around Saint John, New 
Brunswick during Advent in 1896 and 
subscribed to one of the several local papers, 
you would find plenty of news about the 
Methodists as well as other church 
denominations. News items included: 
Centenary Methodist having a guest 
preacher, Queen Square Methodist holding a 
concert and the Methodists defeating the 
Presbyterians in a spelling bee in Amherst, 
NS!  3  
 

In addition, to articles, however, there were 
also notices and advertisements in the same 
newspaper. That included notices of a 
“Christmas Sale” where you could buy plum 
pudding and adds for everything you could 
need for your Christmas baking such as 
raisins, walnuts, currants, candied peel, 
spices and molasses.4   
 

Of course, while baking traditional recipes as 
we prepare for Christmas can be fun, there’s 
something to be said for modern 
conveniences.  We should probably be 
grateful we can buy seedless raisins rather 
than having to use a machine like the “X-Ray 
Raisin Seeder” advertised in Saint John in 
1896! 5 

 

                                            
3
 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 25 November 

1896 – 11 December 1896.  Though today we spell out 
the word “saint” in the name of the city of Saint John, 
NB, in 1896 this newspaper spelled the city’s name 
with an “St.” 
4
 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 25 November 

1896 – 25 December 1896.   
5
 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 11 December 

1896. 
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Children’s Corner 
 

Magic Lantern 
 

Did you know there was a time when there 
was no TV, no internet, no computers or 
movies?  Before TV, movies, internet and 
computers there were objects called magic 
lanterns.  People would gather to watch a 
magic lantern show to see pictures of far off 
places or to learn something.  Sometimes 
they might even see a magic lantern show 
about The Bible or the history of the church. 
 
We call objects that tell us about the past 
artifacts or artefacts.  Churches have many 
artefacts.  Here’s a picture of a magic lantern 
from Kirk-McColl in St. Stephen, N.B.: 
 

 

 
Magic Lanterns used objects with pictures on 
them called slides.  Sometimes you had to 
colour your own slides!  Look at the next 
picture of handcoloured slides and crayons 
for colouring them (also from Kirk-McColl) 
and you just might see that they could be for 
a Sunday School lesson about Christmas! 
 

 

 

Christmas Craft 
 

Did you know in the past many Christmas 
tree ornaments were homemade?  Here’s a 
simple way to make an ornament that you 
could have made if you lived in 1896, 1948 or 
today. 
 

Cut a circle or a triangle out of an old 
Christmas card. (Make sure you have an 
adult’s permission to use 
scissors and the old Christmas 
cards).  Punch a hole in the top. 
(Ask for help if you need it).  
Place a string through the hole 
and tie a knot.   

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  

Create your own hand coloured Biblical 

slide show by having the children colour in 

pictures of a bible story and then glue the 

picture to black cardboard or construction 

paper.  Write appropriate narrative on 

bottom of picture.  Display in order on a 

wall or scan into a computer to create a 

modern day slide show. 


