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The Archives and Artefact Beacon 
 

Happy All Hallows Eve and All Saints Day! 
 

Welcome to the fall issue of The Archives and 
Artefact Beacon.  
 

In this edition of the newsletter, we are 
sharing stories of some of the diverse islands 
in Maritime Conference.  Specifically, we will 
share pieces of history from Bermuda and 
Prince Edward Island. 
 

In this issue, we will be sharing stories of a 
church whose building was coming to 
fruition during the 1864 Charlottetown 
Conference. We will also be considering 
artefacts and archival material related to 
Methodists in Bermuda joining with the 
United Church of Canada. 
 

For artefacts in this issue we will focus on 
ones made from wood.  From baptismal 
fonts to pulpits and from commemorative 
plaques to toys with biblically inspired 
names, objects made of wood in the past 
were wide and varied whether found in 
churches or in the homes of church-goers. 
 

Happy All Hallows Eve and All Saints Day.  
Happy reading! 
   
Julielynne Anderson, 
Convenor and Chair, 
Maritime Conference Archives Committee 
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Words on Wood 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

In the past, wood was a 
very common and plentiful 
building material. Church 
buildings, pews, pulpits and 
communion tables could all 

be made from wood.  Other smaller pieces – 
decorative and practical – such as crosses 
and offering plates could also be made from 
wood.  Look around your church today and 
you’ll find many wooden objects tucked 
away or still in use. 
 

Wooden artefacts may not be as fragile to 
the touch as textiles, but they come with 
their own concerns. Here are some basic tips 
to help you care for items made from wood: 
 

1. Be wary of flame.  Wood is a highly 
flammable substance.  Many a historic 
church has suffered losses from fire.  
Never leave open flames unattended on 
wooden surfaces. 
 

2. Check for insects or insect damage.  
Plenty of insects enjoy feasting on wood.  
Check wooden artefacts regularly for 
signs of infestation. These include: live 
insects, larvae, new holes, wood dust and 
insect remains. 

 

3. When reasonable, keep food away. 
Crumbs can attract bugs and critters who 
may also eat wooden artefacts.  After 
necessary functions with food (i.e. 
Communion), clean wooden objects well. 

 
4. Be aware of decorations.   Wood may not 

be as susceptible to temperature 
fluctuation or oils on hands as other 
materials, but finishes might be.  Treat 
painted or lacquered wood carefully. 

Do you have stories about your church during Advent 

or Christmas 100 or 150 years ago?  Does your 

church have a particularly interesting artefact related 

to Christmas or Advent that an article could be 

written about? Please send submissions to 

archives@marconf.ca or by mail to Maritime 

Conference Archives, 21 Wright Street Sackville, NB 

E4L 4P8 
 

 
In Memoriam: 

Rev. Dr. Eldon Hay 
 

Recently, I was saddened to hear of the passing of 

Eldon Hay. 
 

I first encountered Eldon Hay when I was a student 

at Mount Allison around 15 years ago.  He was 

dashing across the street wearing his Dr. 

Seuss/Mission and Service rainbow patterned hat.  I 

would, however, not truly meet him until much more 

recently when I became involved with the Maritime 

Conference Archives Committee. 
 

A former chair of the Maritime Conference Archives 

Committee, Rev. Hay continued to support and 

promote the Maritime Conference Archives and its 

archivists long after his term as chair ended.  His 

enthusiasm and kind words about the first few 

editions of The Archives and Artefact Beacon were 

much appreciated. 
 

I extend my condolences to his family and friends 

and say his support of sharing and preserving church 

history shall be missed.  
 

Julielynne Anderson, 

Chair, 

Maritime Conference Archives Committee 

mailto:archives@marconf.ca
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From The Archives 

 

By: Sarah Wallace, 
Maritime Conference Archivist 

 

Bermuda Joins The United Church of 
Canada 

 

The Methodist church goes back over 200 
years in Bermuda with 
the arrival of Dr. Coke 
in the late 1700s. The 
Methodist churches 
were connected with 

the West Indies Bahamas Methodist District 
until 1851 when they became attached to the 
Nova Scotia Methodist District.  
 

Along with the Methodist congregations in 
Canada, the Methodist congregations in 
Bermuda voted unanimously for church 
union in 1925. There was one large issue 
however: the act of incorporation by the 
Canadian Parliament which created The 
United Church of Canada stated that all the 
property of the uniting churches should 
become the property of The United Church, 
but Bermudian law did not allow for outside 
corporations or bodies to own a controlling 
interest in Bermuda real estate.  
 

Not to be deterred, 
the churches in 
Bermuda and The 
United Church of 
Canada agreed that 
the already existing 
laws governing the 
Methodist church in 
Bermuda would be 
amended and 

consolidated. This was done in 1930 through 
The Wesleyan Methodist Church 
(Consolidation and Amendment Act). 

 

Once this act was passed, Rev. Clayton A. 
Munro and Mr. J.J. Bushell were appointed 
by the church in Bermuda to negotiate an 
agreement of affiliation with The United 
Church of Canada. Some complications arose 
when it was discovered that Canadian law 
allowed 
The United 
Church of 
Canada to 
enter into 
union with 
other 
churches 
but did not 
make any provision for agreements of 
affiliation with other churches. The two 
Commissioners soldiered on and negotiated 
an agreement of union between the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Bermuda and 
The United Church of Canada. This was later 
ratified by the churches in Bermuda.  
 

At the time of union, The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of 
Bermuda became 
associated with the 
Maritime Conference 
based on the past 
relationship between 
the Maritime region 

in Canada and the church in Bermuda.  
 
 

Source: A Methodist Epic: An Historical Record of the 
Methodist Church in Bermuda by Rev. Clayton A. 
Munro, D.D. Authorized by The Synod of The 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Bermuda, 1949 with 
Amendments and Addendum by Joseph J. 
Outerbridge, M.B.E., bringing the record to the year 
1966. 
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A Map Made from Wood: 
Commemorating Bermuda Joining  

The United Church of Canada  
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 

 

Amongst the artefacts in the Maritime 

Conference Archives is a wooden plaque that 

has been described in the archival 

descriptions as a “wooden plaque with 

painted map of the Methodist churches of 

Bermuda in union with The United Church of 

Canada”.   

We do not know exactly when this map was 

made, who made it or how and when it came 

to the archives.  The map, however, does 

preserve in wood a historic event for The 

United Church of Canada, Wesleyan 

Methodist churches in Bermuda and the rest 

of Maritime Conference. 

 

If we take a closer 

look at the map, 

we discover the 

names of the 

pastoral charges 

that make up The 

Bermuda Synod 

that is affiliated with the Maritime 

Conference of the United Church of Canada 

today.  They are: Emmanuel, Wesley 

(Hamilton), Grace and Ebenezer (St. 

Georges).  There are also, however, churches 

named that are no longer attached to the 

United Church of Canada such as Cobb’s Hill 

Methodist.  This reminds us that artefacts 

capture a moment in time and that church 

history is constantly evolving. 

 

The artist who made the 

commemorative map also 

tried to place the names of 

the congregations (painted 

in white) near where they 

might be on an actual map 

of Bermuda.  For example, if 

you look 

closely at 

the bottom left hand 

corner of the plaque 

you’ll see “Emmanuel 

Methodist” and nearby 

(painted in black) the place name 

“Southampton”.   

 

The history of the relationship between 

Wesleyan Methodists in Bermuda and the 

United Church of Canada, the rest of 

Maritime Conference and various antecedent 

church bodies is far more complex than this 

map can reveal.  The artist, however, did 

memorialize – in wood and with paint – a 

piece of church history that connects 

geographically distant 

places.  It also helps us 

remember that Maritime 

Conference stretches 

from part of Quebec, 

through the Maritimes 

and all the way to Bermuda. 

Emmanuel 
Methodist, 

Southampton, 
Bermuda  
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September 1864 
 

By: Katherine Dewar, 
Trinity United Church, 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

 

Charlottetown was all abuzz; the Nicholas 
and Slaymaker circus was in town. The first 
time a circus had visited Charlottetown in 
almost 20 years.1 Colonial Secretary William 
Henry Pope (later a Father of Confederation), 
one of the few citizens not at the circus, was 
rowed out in an oyster dory, flanked by 
barrels of flour and molasses, to the SS 
Victoria in the Charlottetown Harbour. He 
brought greetings from the citizens of Prince 
Edward Island to the Upper and Lower 
Canadian delegations on board who had just 
arrived for the Charlottetown Conference.2 
Over a period of a week in September of 
1864, the delegates met at the Colonial 
Building to discuss the union of the British 
North American colonies.3 They hoped to 
build a new nation. 
 

One street over from the Colonial Building, 
on Prince St., the Methodists were doing 

their own form 
of building. The 
previous year 
on May 25, 1863 
Lady Dundas, 
wife of the Lt. 
Gov., with a 
suitably 

                                            
1 Saint John Morning Telegraph (Saint John, N.B.), 5 
September 1864, quoted in Islander (Charlottetown, 
P.E.I.), 9 September 1864. 
2http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/c
harlottetown-conference/ and Vindicator, 7 
September 1864.  
3 Father Francis W.P. Bolger, Canada’s Smallest 
Province (Canada: John Deyell Company 1973), 144-
151. 

appropriate silver trowel, assisted in laying 
the cornerstone of the new Methodist 
chapel.4 The names of the 9 church trustees 
were “inscribed on a document and placed, 
with a fitting ceremony, in the cornerstone.”5 
Some churches have ghosts, but Trinity 
United in Charlottetown has a mystery –
where is the cornerstone and where are the 
papers? And what exactly did Lady Dundas 

do with the silver trowel?  
 

 By the time the Charlottetown conference 
rolled around the 
builders were putting 
the finishing touches on 
their rather grand 
Gothic Revival brick 
chapel   whose towers 
soared toward the 

heavens and dominated the Charlottetown 
skyline. The delegates to the conference 
would have noted that there were only three 
significant buildings in Charlottetown; the 
Methodist Chapel6, the Colonial Building and 
the Lt. Governor’s House (Government 
House).  
 

Nevertheless, 
however grand the 
chapel appeared, the 
Methodists according 
to Rev. Brewster, the 
superintendent of the 
circuit, did not believe 
in ornamentation or 

                                            
4 Flora Smith Rogers, “Glimpses of Glory and Grace,” 
(Charlottetown: Published by Trinity United Church 
Women, 1964), 5. 
5 Ibid. 
 6 Although a rather grand building it could not be 
called a church because only the Church of England, as 
the official church of the colony, could have that 
designation. 

1895  

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charlottetown-conference/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charlottetown-conference/
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pretention. “The chapel,”7 he intoned, “was 
to be simple, plain and exceedingly primitive- 
no rich carving of stone or fancy moulding 
will attract the eye. No tower or stately spire 
will grace its ample proportions.”8 Instead, 
he insisted that “its peculiar excellence will 
be in its facility for the preaching and hearing 
of the gospel of our blessed lord.”9 
 

On November 13, 1864, the Methodists 

packed the church for the opening; three 

sermons were the order of the day,10 

followed by a week of services.11  Of note 

that year was the first New Year’s 

Watchnight Service by Trinity College 

educated Dr. Richey, a man of “fine 

appearance”, “dignified bearing” and 

“eloquence” and “his   fame as a preacher   

drew crowded congregations from far and 

wide.”12    

 

In 1925, the 

Methodist 

chapel became 

Trinity United 

Church and – 

154 years after 

it was built – it 

still stands as a 

testament to 

the faith of its 

forefathers; the oldest protestant church 

building in the city. 

 

                                            
7 Rogers, Glimpses, 5. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Rogers, Glimpses, 7 and 5. 
11 Ibid, 5. 
12 Ibid, 7. 

From Church Kitchens 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
(With information and help from Sarah 
Wallace) 
 
Found in the Maritime Conference Archives 

is a book produced by the 
Maritime Conference 
United Church Women 
thirty years ago.  One of 
the recipes from 
Bermuda included in this 
book, Sailing Through 

Uncharted Seas, was one for “Orange Trifle.”  
It follows below: 
 

 
 

A recipe with orange and lemon juice 
brought about thoughts of fresh, canned or 
otherwise preserved fruit and recipes using 
them. Moreover, it left room for musing 
about if historic ships that travelled from 
P.E.I. to Bermuda and points beyond brought 
back fruit from warmer climates that led to 
different recipes being developed. 
 

 Even in the days before internet and 
airplanes, P.E.I. and Bermuda were not 
unconnected. Indeed, in 1827-1828, a ship 
called the Horatio Nelson from P.E.I. travelled 
to Bermuda and then on to Barbados.13 In 
1845, a Charlottetown newspaper advertised 

                                            
13 “The P.E.I. Ships Database! - Page 3,” 
http://www.islandregister.com/ship_data2.html and 
“Shipping Notes from the 1800's - P.E.I.,” 
http://www.islandregister.com/shippingnotes.html 

Altar, 1897  

http://www.islandregister.com/ship_data2.html
http://www.islandregister.com/shippingnotes.html
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“Bermuda Arrow root” for sale.14  In 1863, the 
General Post Office in Halifax advertised in a 
newspaper various schedules and rates for 
places that included both Prince Edward 
Island and Bermuda.15 Given the two islands 
were not unconnected, could there be a 
similar recipe to “Orange Trifle”   from P.E.I.? 
 

Perusing through The Modern Cook Book for 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island – a 
cookbook developed by a number of 
women’s groups earlier in the 20th century – 
there are certainly no shortage of recipes 
which use gelatine and fruit (or 
advertisements for a certain type of gelatine 
at that). 16   What is curious, however, is the 
sheer number of recipes that include 
pineapple.  This includes recipes from 
pineapple divinty fudge to pineapple pie to 
celery and pineapple salad to pineapple 
cream17 –  the last a recipe not disimilar to the 
“Orange Trifle” recipe from Bermuda. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
The most intriguing pineapple recipe to 
come from Prince Edward Island in The 
Modern Cook Book, however, is Mrs. Harry 
Holman of Summerside’s recipe for 
“Pineapple Pie.” It reads: 
 

 

                                            
14 The Islander (Charlottetown, P.E.I.), 1 February 1845 
15 Halifax Citizen (Halifax, N.S.), 26 November 1863. 
16 Various Women’s Organizations in Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island (Comps.), The Modern Cook Book 
for Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island ([n.p.]: 
[n.d.]), 5-151. 
17 Various Women’s Organizations in Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island (Comps.), The Modern Cook 
Book, 39, 42, 72, 73, 74, 80 and 132. 

Pineapple Pie: 
One-quarter cup flour, three-quarters cup 
sugar, one cup grated pineapple and juice, one 
tablespoon lemon juice, one egg. Mix together 
first four ingredients, place in a double boiler 
and cook until thickened, stirring constantly. 
Remove from fire and add one egg well 
beaten. Cook in lower crust and serve cold, 
with whipped cream or meringue.18  

 

Fresh pineapple (a product generally from 
climates warmer than either P.E.I. or 
Bermuda) in the past could be both 
expensive and hard to get.  As other recipes 
in The Modern Cook Book show, however, by 
the time it was published – sometime after 
World War I – various kinds of canned 
pineapple were available in the region.19 In 
fact, canned pineapple in many forms 
including “grated” had been around in parts 
of Canada since at least the turn of the 20th 
century. 20  
 

Many of us in the church have made many a 
pie for a church supper, bake sale or 
fundraiser.  How many of us have eaten a 
pineapple pie, however?  A pineapple pie 
might be appropriate because historically (in 
some traditions at least) pineapples were a 
symbol of welcome and hospitality and food 
is one way we offer the welcome of the 
church to others. 
 

So, whether you’re using an recipe from 
Bermuda or from P.E.I. remember food 
brings us together and allows us to learn 
about our differences and similarities. 

                                            
18Various Women’s Organizations in Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island (Comps.), The Modern Cook 
Book, 72. 
19 Various Women’s Organizations in Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island (Comps.), The Modern Cook 
Book, 39, 42, 72, 73, 74, 80 and 132. 
20 The Sherbrooke Examiner (Sherbrooke, Quebec), 18 
June 1900. 
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Children’s Corner 
 

Jacob’s Ladders and Noah’s Arks 
 

Did you know that many 
toys used to be made from 
wood? Circus acrobats, 
dolls, building blocks, 
merry-go-rounds and cup 
and ball toys were just a 
few sorts of toys that could 

be made of wood.  Some old wooden toys 
still exist in places such as museums.  We call 
those artefacts (also spelled artifacts). Some 
wooden toys today – such as the one’s 
pictured here – have 
been made to look old 
and using old ways of 
making toys.  We call 
these reproductions. 
 

In the past, however, some 
wooden toys have had 
names that were related to 
stories from the Bible.  
These included toys such 
as: Jacob’s Ladders 

(Genesis 28:10-19) and Noah’s Arks (Genesis 
6:9-9:17).   
 

On Sundays in some church-going homes of 
the past, children could only play with toys 
that were quiet or were connected to Bible 
stories.  Can you imagine that? 
 

 
 

 

Cup and Ball Craft 
 

Jacob’s Ladders can be difficult to make. So, 
here is a simple cup and ball (or ball and cup) 
craft instead.  Believe it or not, versions of 
cup and ball or stick and hoop or stick and 
ball catching games exist in cultures all over 
the world. 
 

You will need: a paper cup, a pencil (for 
poking a hole), a string (not too short), a 
cork, tape and stickers (optional). 
 

Gently poke a hole through the bottom of 
the cup.  (Ask an older person if you need 
help!).  Thread string through the hole.  Tie a 
knot in the string on the inside of the cup.  
Tape down the knot 
and the string inside of 
the cup.  Tape extra 
space around the string 
on the bottom of the 
cup.  Tie string around 
cork. (Tightly!)  You 
may need to tape the 
string to the cork as well.  Decorate with 
stickers if you want. 

FOR YOUTH GROUP LEADERS:  
There are plenty of instructions for making 

Jacob’s Ladders on the internet.  They are, 

however, complicated to make.  They are best 

done as a “make it yourself activity” with junior 

high or high school students and lots of helpers.  

But the finished product entertains everyone 

from young children to grandparents. 
 

Note: If you think you want to make a Jacob's 

Ladder with a youth group, try it out yourself 

first. 


