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Last year was 

a banner year 

for refugees in 

Canada. The 

country as a 

whole 

welcomed 

nearly 40,000 

Syrian and 

Iraqi refugees. 

In Nova Scotia 

alone, a province with a population of under 1,000,000, 

we welcomed 750 government sponsored refugees and 

about 550 privately sponsored refugees (PSR, BVOR). 

This was a huge learning experience for communities 

and congregations. Many new friendships have been 

formed and sponsoring groups can be justly proud of 

their support efforts. It makes a huge difference in the 

life of a newcomer family to have supporters they can 

rely upon. 

 

However, the picture is not 

entirely rosy!  

There are still sponsoring groups throughout Canada 

and in the Maritimes who have not yet been able to 

welcome their families because they have not yet 

arrived. We were reassured by the Minister of 

Immigration that all refugees sponsored before March 

31/16 would reach Canada by the end of 2016 or early 

2017. There are still two weeks left in January but in 

many cases there has been no notification of arrival for 

a number of PSR cases sponsored by UCC groups.  

This is extremely disappointing to groups who have 

raised money and organized themselves to sponsor a 

year or more ago. I have no doubt that these families 

will arrive, but it is very alarming to groups that they 

have had no word as yet as to when they might arrive. 

Knowing that Syrian and Iraqi families are living under 

horrible winter conditions and that any money they had 

managed to save is likely gone now after five years of 

war in their home country only adds to the irritation.  

The federal government has set an overall allocation of 

about 7500 persons who can be accepted for 

resettlement to Canada in 2017 through private 

sponsorship.  Since there are at least 100 SAHs vying for 

these precious spaces, the most any one SAH can expect 

to be granted is roughly 70 individuals. Khwaka Kukubo, 

Refugee Advisor for the UCC, has reported that there 

are about 25 applications (100 individuals) left over 

from last year that could not be submitted, so those 

hoped-for 70 spaces are likely already taken.  

So we are recommending that any future 

applications for 2017 be sent by the Group 

of Five or Community Sponsorship 

pathway. But always check with Khwaka 

Kukubo, the *Refugee Program Officer at 

the General Council Office of the United 

Church first if considering sponsorship!  
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