
Archivist’s Report 

 

2016 was another exciting and busy year at the Maritime Conference Archives with the receipt of 

lots of records; a couple new projects finished or underway; opportunities to visit Pastoral Charges 

within the Conference, and a variety of research requests.  

 

Approximately 30 linear meters of records and 1000 photographs came into the Archives last year 

in 110 separate donations or transfers. Keep up the great work! As was also the case in 2015, we 

received a large volume of records from pastoral charges that we had little or no records for 

previously. One such pastoral charge sent 5 linear metres of records to the Archives last year which 

is now the number to beat.  

 

Last year the Archives received 88 telephone calls and responded to 390 written requests for 

assistance. There were 24 research visits. These research requests covered a wide variety of topics 

and came from Presbyteries, the Synod, and Pastoral Charges, the Conference office, other 

Archives, and academic and genealogical researchers. 

 

With a generous grant from the Council of Archives New Brunswick, I hired a student for the 

months of February and March to complete a finding aid (or records listing) for the Saint John: 

Centenary-Queen Square Pastoral Charge records. The finding aid is now posted on the Maritime 

Conference Archives website and the Council of Archives New Brunswick description database. 

This was a huge undertaking with 7.3 linear meters of records and over 300 photographs and a 68 

page finding aid. It is wonderful to have the finding aid completed as there are many valuable and 

interesting records contained within the collection. 

 

This past year, I visited St. John’s United Church in Halifax and Trinity United Church in 

Riverview, NB to help them prepare their records to be sent to the Archives. Julielynne Anderson, 

the Archives Committee chair, and I also made two trips to Kirk-McColl United Church in St. 

Stephen to help catalogue their many interesting artifacts. As Julielynne Anderson explains in the 

Archives Committee report, this is part of an ongoing emphasis on artifacts by the national 

Archives and History Committee. If any pastoral charges need some help in identifying and sorting 

archival records, I am more than happy to come visit. I am also available to come speak at 

Presbytery/Synod meetings as well as other group meetings.  

 

In February, I attended a digital records workshop which was put on the by the Council of Archives 

New Brunswick in Fredericton. The workshop was very informative and I came back with some 

practical information about steps to take to begin to address the issue of preserving digital records. 

The workshop fun continued with a two-day session on copyright hosted by the Council of 

Archives New Brunswick and the Council of Nova Scotia Archives. I gained a great deal of useful 

information and the workshop didn’t require any travel as the event was held at the Maritime 

Conference office.  

 

We continue to rent out archival storage space to The United Church of Canada Archives; the 

Cumberland County Museum and Archives; and the Canadian Music Centre. 

 



Judith Colwell continues to come in once a week and has been a huge help in processing the records 

coming into the Archives. Bridget Melnyk, a student at Mount Allison, has been volunteering her 

time cataloguing approximately 1000 photographs from Rev. Murdoch Fraser. As always, I 

appreciate the ongoing support of the Archives Committee. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Wallace 

Archivist  
 


