
Pine Hill Divinity Hall  

 

Pine Hill (PH) was incorporated by an Act of Parliament in 1930. Its Board of Governors are 

appointed by General Council of The United Church of Canada upon recommendations made by 

the PH Board’s Nominating Committee.  The Board is made up of lay and clergy, supported by an 

executive director, whose main purposes are to financially support United Church (UC) students, 

as well as Atlantic School of Theology (AST) in Halifax.  Over the past year, the Nominating 

Committee was pleased to secure representation from all three Maritime Provinces and 

Newfoundland & Labrador. The Board met in May and November, with the Executive periodically 

meeting between Board meetings. The committees (Bursary, Finance, House & Property, and 

Nominating) were active throughout the year and reported to the Board and Executive. A new Staff 

Committee was also approved by the Board.  

 

Since the Rev’d Dr. Rob Fennell assumed the position of Acting Dean of AST, United Church 

faculty have been capably represented on the PH Board by Dr. Alyda Faber and the Rev’d Dr. 

Susan MacAlpine-Gillis.  My second term as Chair will finish June 30, 2017 and we welcome 

Vice-Chair, the Rev’d Catherine MacDonald, as Chair on July 1, 2017.   

 

PH is also responsible for finding UC representation on the AST Board.  In July, Mr. David 

Griffiths (PH House & Property Chair) becomes the next AST Board Chair.  Ms. Heather DuJohn 

is filling a second term on the AST Board on behalf of PH.  The Rev’d Roger Janes fills the 

important role of representing Newfoundland/ Labrador Conference.  Regretfully, we said farewell 

this year to Mr. Bruce Russell, QC, upon becoming a Tax Court Judge in Ottawa.  We thank him 

for the wisdom he shared with PH and AST.   

 

Hospice Halifax acquired the two grey houses at 618/620 Francklyn Street in 2016. It was hoped 

that they would be renovated and connected in order to make a one ten-bed, two-story residential 

hospice retaining the history and warmth of the original houses. However, after further exploration 

of the structures, it was decided that they will be demolished and a new building constructed, 

setting back the original opening date sometime in 2017.   

 

AST presented a new Campus Renewal Plan (available on the AST website) to the PH Executive 

in March 2017, and will make a presentation to the full Board in May 2017. It is being asked that 

the PH Board support this plan through a generous gift that will help deliver a successful capital 

campaign for the School. 

 

The Founding Churches met twice over the year with representation from PH, Maritime 

Conference (Conference President, the Rev’d Catherine Stuart; and Executive Secretary, Mr. 

David Hewitt), University of King’s College, the Anglican Dioceses of NS & PEI and Fredericton, 

and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Halifax & Yarmouth. It should be noted that all three 

founding churches are dealing with declining resources to support AST, potentially making PH an 

even more important component in the future success of the School. 

 

This year PH supported more than $182,000 in tuition bursaries for UC students in the lay and 

ordered streams of ministry at AST. The ratio of distance/on-campus students is approximately 

71/29% respectively.  A new bursary developed in 2016/17 called the Seeker Bursary, brought UC 



students to campus to explore a calling to ministry.  Six students were assisted with reimbursement 

of two tuition credits at AST.  Two of these students are now in discernment and two will carry on 

in the Youth Ministry diploma program next year. 

 

Pine Hill supported the part-time position of UC chaplain, the Rev’d Anne Hoganson, as well as 

full-time position of the UC Formation Director, the Rev’d Sally Shaw.  We have been asked to 

help with the costs of one of our students, Kate Jones, representing AST at the Luther500 Festival, 

a seven-day cultural-immersion experience that will bring the Reformation to life for registrants 

as they serve, learn, and celebrate in the places where Martin Luther lived 500 years ago. 

 

Student representation on the PH Board consisted of Kim Curlett (residence) and Patrick 

Woodbeck (distance). Their in-put helped us connect us with those on the receiving end of our 

collective efforts in providing education and training for the people of our Church. 

 

With a large endowment to manage we have been blessed to be able to support on-going programs 

and new initiatives of AST.  We have enjoyed working with the UCC Foundation and Asset 

Mangers Fiera for one year and we look forward to continuing this relationship in 2017-2018.    

 

Regretfully, we say a grateful farewell to our Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Committee, Mr. 

Bob Carter, lay member from Bethany United Halifax, who has served multiple, two terms of six 

years.  Thankfully, Ms. Margaret Arklie, lay member from St. Matthew’s United in Halifax, has 

agreed to be our Treasurer beginning in July 2017. 

 

The PH Board continued to benefit from the generous amount of time, energy, creativity and 

understanding of its Board members in 2016-17, as well as from its dedicated Executive Director, 

Ms. Brenda Munro.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Trent D. Cleveland-Thompson (Rev’d)       

Chair, Board of Governors,                                                                                                                                     Pine 

Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax, NS 

 

 


