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Gloria Churchill 

Douglas A. Pilsworth 

Nancy E. Ritchie 

Carolyn A. Rushton 

Glennis Smith 

Eric Tusz-King 

Vincent “Vince” E. Galbraith 

Simpson “Sim” Rushton 

Ruth A. Brown 

Kathryn J. McIntosh 

Penny Postlethwaite

65 YEARS
George E. Barrett 

James H. Hicks 

Jessie C. MacLeod 

Clifford R. Moase 

55 YEARS

Douglas I. Cosman 

Stewart B. Russell 

Robert E. Stevens 

Gilbert F. Todd 

60 YEARS
James A. Fraser 

Morris A. Barss 

R. John Foster 

Eldon R. Hay 

~With thanksgiving for over 1000 years of ministry~ 



RETIREES



SIMPSON “SIM” RUSHTON
As far as the note is considered I really do not need to say anything other than: 
I have enjoyed my time in full time ministry which has been for the last 11 years.  Prior to 
these 11years, I spent about 35 years at many levels of church governance from the local 
church, presbytery, and conference and General Council levels.   Those 35 years included 
three years of study at AST, receiving a diploma in Theology and Ministry:  Graduating 
from the 3 year DLM program at the United Theological college in Montreal, which 
provided many opportunities for me to offer supply for many vacant pulpits over the years 
and eventually full time pastoral ministry.  It also included a music ministry with the trio 
Mike Lawry and Sim for over 15 years. Retirement for me is not retirement as such as I have 
accepted a 1/2 time position for 3 years with the Methodist church in Southampton 
Bermuda to begin July 1st of this year.  

ERIC TUSZ-KING
My ministry started with youth involvement with 10 Days for World Development and the 
YMCA’s International development partnership. I graduated from Mount Saint Vincent 
University, the Centre for Christian Studies, and I have two Masters Degrees from St.FX 
and the University of Alberta. I was commissioned by Maritime Conference in 1978 and 
served in team ministry at St. John’s United, Moncton. From 1981 to 1988 I worked with 
the General Council Division of World Outreach helping our church engage on issues such 
as anti-apartheid. In 1988 Maritime Conference called me to the Economic Animation 
Project and later my duties expanded to Outreach, Stewardship, and Mission Support, 
including environmental justice. In 2006 my ministry moved into the community. With 6 
others we created EnerGreen Builders Worker’s Co-operative, a model based upon social, 
environmental, and economic values. In 2011 along with Laura Hunter and her partner, 
Norm, and my partner, Margaret, we founded Open Sky Co-operative which now provides a 
home, skills programs, vocational assistance, and community connections for adults who 
face barriers due to Autism Spectrum Disorder, and/or mental health challenges. In 2015, 
moving towards retirement I left full-time work to several part-time positions. I joined 
Aster Environmental Services Co-operative consulting on energy efficiency, the Co-
operative Enterprise Council of New Brunswick supporting co-operative development, 
CoopZone offering on-line courses for training co-op business developers, and I continue to 
staff to the Diakonia of United Church. I assisted Tatamagouche Centre in developing a 
business plan towards long-term sustainability. Presently I am working with others to 
create a community investment co-operative in the Tantramar region.   

My understanding of retirement comes from my father who at 65 just played more golf, 
fished more, and had more time with family. He retired at 90. In October 2016 I retired 
from paid accountable ministry. I no longer work regular hours, but I now play more table 
tennis, badminton, golf, curling, and dance more  with Margaret as we enjoy our four 
children and their families.



DOUGLAS A. PILSWORTH
Born in Weston, Ontario and following an unimpressive school career, university beckoned, but 
where? Both parents were alumni of The University of Toronto. Challenging the re-writing of 
wills, I went to Brock University in St. Catherine’s, Ontario. After four unremarkable years, I 
graduated with a degree in History and English. Now what? Vacuum salesman? The phoenix rose 
in the form of Teacher’s College, all the while I was getting smarter. I enrolled at, you guessed it, 
The University of Toronto. Graduation found me supply teaching for two years. Ontario adopted a 
policy of zero population growth and I was given the distinguished Order of the Boot. It’s like the 
Order of the Garter, only lower. Can’t teach, now what? For the next five years, I worked for a sail 
maker, North Sails Ltd. There, I began hearing the call of God, but from me, God only got a busy 
signal. I finally took the plunge and enrolled at, boy you’re getting better at guessing, Emmanuel 
College at The University of Toronto. That should elevate me in the will. Graduation, ordination 
and settlement later, found me on the North Highlands Pastoral Charge in northern Cape Breton. 
Six years later, the wind rose up and blew me to Sydney and First United. Twelve years later, the 
wind rose again propelling me to Westville and St. Paul United. Now, twelve years later, I face 
retirement. I am retiring because of health reasons. The people of St. Paul are sick of me! It’s been 
a challenging and fun ride and I look forward to where the Spirit blows me, next.

GLORIA CHURCHILL

As I enter into retirement, I reflect back on the great privilege with which I’ve been blessed to 
share some of the most intimate moments in the life of another through my vocation of Ordained 
Ministry. Life is about relationships, relationships with others, with creation, and with the Source 
of all that is. While growing up in NL, I was blessed with the gift of a loving family, great friends, 
and supportive church communities that nurtured me in my faith. 

On moving to NS in 1990, my family and I joined Bedford United Church, where once again, I was 
encouraged to pursue a call to ministry. I entered part time studies at AST where I earned a 
Diploma in Theology and Ministry and took a position at Rockingham United as a Staff Associate. 
During my 8 years working with the wonderful people there, I felt a call to Ordained Ministry and 
returned to school to eventually end up at AST where I received my MDiv. I was ordained in 2006. 
I was settled in beautiful Bedeque, PEI and once again God blessed me in this ministry and we 
formed some wonderful and lasting relationships. But the call of children and grandchildren was 
too strong for me to ignore, so after 5 years, we returned to NS, where I served a year and a half 
appointment with Canard/ Trinity and then Orchard Valley United in the Annapolis Valley before 
taking an appointment back at Bedford United, as the Minister of Congregational Care. 
Throughout all of my ministry, I have kept in mind that I was ordained to the Ministry of Word, 
Sacrament, and Pastoral Care, and nurturing relationships defines who I am as a person and as a 
minister. My family, my husband Len, our son, Shannon, our daughter, Becky, and their partners, 
Melissa and Irving have always been there as a source of strength and support. We’ve also been 
blessed with two beautiful granddaughters, Teagan and Rory ages 6 & 8. Now the time has come 
when my priorities need to shift a bit and my family becomes my primary focus. So it is with a 
heart full of gratitude that I give God thanks for my ministry and the wonderful relationships with 
which I’ve been blessed.



VINCENT “VINCE” E. GALBRATH

I was raised, literally in the shadow of the little which church on the hill in Lorneville, N.B. just 
outside of Saint John, on land donated by my family. That little white church with a replica of a 
salmon over the door(this was a fishing village on the Bay of Fundy.) is the place of my formative 
years, Sunday School, weekly worship, youth group, etc. At 16 I was a member of the Board of 
Managers; Sunday School Superintendent and teacher, and Chair of the Regional Sunday School 
teachers, and eventually Presbytery Rep., followed by Chair of Presbytery. 

Even back then I had a desire for ministry, but the urge was put on the shelf. I followed a career in 
business, travel consultant, fund raiser for a local orphanage, Regional Manager Communications 
firm; Provincial Exec. Director N.B. Heart Foundation; Atlantic Canada CAA Emergency Road 
Service. Married my gifted and beautiful wife Hilda, raised three fantastic children who have given us 
the privilege of being grand parents to eight wonderfully gifted grandchildren.God has been good. 

The opportunity to enter ordained ministry just seemed to get further and further away, as life 
moved on. I entered my 50s still much involved in my church and community and then someone told 
me about a Lay Preachers program being offered locally - to teach and prepare 'lay readers' to prepare 
and conduct worship services when needed by local congregation. That sounded interesting. It 
turned out to be just the ticket for me and would allow me to follow the call albeit on a limited scale 
from the Ordained route. This program that allowed me to offer my services on a need to basis to 
various pastoral charges from Sussex to St. Andrews, N.B. 

This was what I was called to do and still be engaged in the business community to support my 
family. It seemed that some congregation, somewhere, needed a pulpit supply and the kind folks 
were willing to put up with any 'wet behind the ears speaker, as long as the 'MINISTER' would soon 
be back in the pulpit. This 'Lay minister' part of my journey went on for 7 or 8 years and it was great 
but my desires toward serving the church were still not fulfilled. I was getting, as they say, "a bit long 
in the tooth” with time was marching ever onward. I was approaching my late 50's, HARK! The Lord 
does move in mysterious ways His wonders to perform…. 

I learned of program entitled "Designated Lay Ministry" as I attended an Anglican Church Supper 
also attended by Rev Len Mills and Rev. Jeff Bursey who suggested I apply for the Designated Lay 
Minister program, which I did. Carleton Kirk appointed a committee to help me to walk through a 
discernment process and find a church that would take me on and serve as my supervisory 
congregation. I was shipped off to The United Theological College in Montreal every summer for the 
three years crammed, fast track, Designated Lay Ministers training program.  

I was scared. Was I doing the right thing - lonely, missing my family? I almost quite, but then 
thought, "Hey this is the fulfillment of my 50 year plus dream...suck it up buddy! Park Avenue Red 
Head United, my three year training site, offered me a full time position as their Designated Lay 
Minister, DLM. A marriage made in Heaven! Now I'm retiring from that wonderful, loving, 
supportive, concerned and welcoming congregational family. 

Thank you for your invitation. Thank you for the opportunity to share my story and thank you to our 
wonderful United Church of Canada and all those along the way for helping me fulfill my life long 
dream of serving the Church. As the Late and great Stuart MacLean said...It's not over until the end, 
and this is not the end…! God Bless and thanks for allowing me to tell the story of my faith journey.



KATHRYN MCINTOSH 
Born in Montreal,  I left ‘home’ in  2001  to pursue my call to ministry - first in rural 
Ontario and since 2009 in Miramichi Presbytery. 

I am a life-long learner with a degree in English and German, another in Psychology, and 
endless con-ed.  I have two grown daughters who both teach and study. 

On my journey in ministry I have been a Licensed Lay Preacher, a Staff Associate, a 
candidate for ordained ministry, an ‘intentional interim minister’ and eventually entered the 
Designated Lay Ministry Program  where I found a deep affinity. I was recognized by Bay of 
Quinte Conference in 2007.  

Ministry highlights have included a pulpit exchange in Scotland where I served a rural 
parish and preached in a 13th century Cistercian Abbey and, again in Scotland, sabbatical 
time as Assistant Sacristan at Iona Abbey, experiencing the rhythms of communal life while 
soaking in the gentle holiness of that very ‘thin place’. 

In ministry I love meaningful liturgy and preaching that calls people to their inner 
wholeness. My ‘rule of life’ is: First, do no harm. If possible, be a blessing. 

My passions include beauty, spirituality, reading,  yoga, whistle, mountain dulcimer, and 
especially, spending quality time with my ‘soul-friend’ and spouse, Roger. 

I continue to be a member of the DLM Program Team and Ministries in French. I am 
grateful to the United Church for having opened so many ways to serve and look forward to 
the unfolding of the next adventure. 



JUBILARIANS



DOUGLAS COSMAN
Rev Douglas Cosman, CD, BA, MDiv born on the farm in Head of Millstream Kings Co. 
NB in 1938. Parents were Kenneth and Helen (Riedle) Cosman (parents of six children 
and I am the oldest). After attending a one room school for 11 years I did grade 12 in a 
two room school (same building with a room added)!   

The Cosman family attended the United Church at Head of Millstream which was 
Baptist every other Sunday but the same people including Louise Mason attended 
regularly.  Louise Mason went to Normal School in Fredericton and came home to teach 
the elementary level.  We became acquainted and married after I did one year in Mount 
Allison University and she taught in Sackville. Rev Harold Kingston was the minister 
for the area during my high school years.  

My first year of experience was as chaplain assistant in St John’s PQ training depot.  My 
summers included Marcil on the Gaspe coast with Rev Lester Settle as supervisor. Next 
year I went to Moose River and Cariboo churches in NS.  Final  year was in Lake Echo 
with Rev Eric Fullerton as supervisor. We lived in Woodlawn, Dartmouth. Then I was 
moved to Bass River and commuted to Pine Hill.   

Ordination happened in 1962 and I was settled in Albert NB with five churches from 
Alma to Hopewell Hill and Hillsborough church parish with three congregations added. 
After three years I became a military chaplain with RCAF. We, with four children, went 
to RCAF station in Gypsumville Manitoba, RCAF Greenwood in NS. RCAF 
Summerside,  RCAF Bagotville, CFB Lahr West Germany.   

In 1977 we came home to Halifax for five years while two children went to Dalhousie 
University and one went to Mount Allison U.  Then Louise and I went to CFB Valcartier 
for four years which included a 6 month tour in Cyprus. The fourth child went to 
Acadia Univ. In 1987 we returned to Germany for a three year tour and finally Air 
Command HQ in 1990 till retirement in 1992. We went to Norton Pastoral Charge in 
September 1992 for five years. Then I accepted a temporary position at Kirk McColl 
United Church and Louise was busy with a bed and breakfast called Apohaqui Inn.  I 

n 1999 I was invited to run in politics and was employed as an MLA for four years.  
Then we purchased the Covered Bridge Inn in Sussex, modified it and still own it 19 
years later.  I still do a church service and an occasional funeral service when requested.  
From 1960-2017 my employment has been church work and I have very good feelings 
about my life.  My parents and parents-in-law were always supportive and encouraging 
plus Louise and the children support our lifestyle.  We have four children, five grand 
children plus one great grand child.



MORRIS A. BARSS
Morris was born and raised in Halifax, N. S. He graduated from Dalhousie 
University in 1954 and Pine Hill Divinity Hall in 1957 and was ordained that 
same year.  

During his sixty years in ministry Morris served on several pastoral Charges in 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Throughout the years he was active in many 
Presbytery and Conference committees. He was Secretary of the former 
Annapolis Presbytery, Conference Statistical Secretary, Conference Nominating 
Committee Chairperson, Conference Fund Committee Secretary and 
Conference Finance Division Secretary. He was Chairperson of South Shore 
Presbytery, a member of the Financial Services of the Maritime Conference and 
a Trustee for the Hunter Church Building Fund. In 2015 he retired as Treasurer 
of Truro Presbytery a position he held for nearly 25 years. In earlier years 
Morris was active in the Berwick Camp having operated the sound system for 
nearly 40 years as well as providing a cassette tape ministry.  

Morris and Roberta have resided in Fletchers Lake N.S. since 1989.

JIM HICKS
Served in Pastoral charges from 1953 – 1991:  

Harcourt, NB 

Riverview, NB 

Kingston,  NS 

LaHave,  NS 

Sambro,  NS 

Shelburne, NS        



JAMES A. FRASER
I was born in Sydney Mines, Nova Scotia, two and one half years after Church 
Union, to Rev. Archibald C. and Jessie Urquhart Fraser, so the United Church of 
Canada has always been an inseparable part of my life.  I have two sons and a 
daughter, and I am married to Shirley (Atkinson, Wilson).  Since retirement 
(1993) we live in Dartmouth and attend Woodlawn United Church. 

Following high school, I graduated from Mount Allison University (BSc, BA) and 
later attended Pine Hill Divinity Hall (BD) and was ordained by the Maritime 
Conference on June 16, 1957.  I gave served seven pastoral charges in the 
Maritimes, ad a 5-year term with the United Methodist Church (’68-’73) in Mass., 
USA, at which time I received my STM from Andover Newton Theological School. 

 From my earliest memories, I remember our United Church of Canada in the flux 
of change and challenge.  There were the “hungry thirties” and the era of more 
clergy than Charges to place them.  Then came World War II with all its 
disruptions, and then the population shift from rural to urban, which led to the 
building of churches, halls and manses at a rapid pace. There were also other 
changes: the long age of powerful preaching and passionate extemporaneous 
praying were fading, while at the same time the gentle change to contemporary 
biblical prose and poetry was taking place.  At the same time, secularity was 
growing while more people were leaving their churches.  Meanwhile, the Church 
persists and insists on its mission. 

What a time to be in ministry!!! What a wonderfully satisfying, inspiring, and 
challenging time to serve the Church!!  And this is why: 

(a) There is always the faith and commitment of wonderful lay people who never 
give up on the Church’s mission. 

(b) Faithful lay folk have a knack for persevering in all aspects of social and 
religious change. 

© And there is always the presence and power of God’s Spirit, able to deal with 
the modern person’s hunger for spiritual nourishment and direction. 

On the wall above my study desk hangs my parchment of Ordination, my 50th 
Jubilarian certificate, and the 55th Jubilarian certificate given to my father in 1975. 
It will be a joyous privilege for me to hang my 60th next to these.



Stewart grew up on a farm near Amherst and intended to become a farmer. He 
attended NSAC returning to work with his father on the family farm to enjoy the 
benefits of rural life. He became interested in leadership roles in both farm and 
church groups and programs. Although his initial church involvement was in 
attending the local Baptist Church, involvement with the United Church Young 
People’s Union led him to become a member of the United Church through Trinity-
St. Stephen’s in Amherst. He would eventually serve as President of Maritime 
Conference and as a convenor on the National Youth Executive. On his journey, he 
would eventually meet his wife and the mother of his children in Moncton. 

Responding to a maturing faith, he offered and was recommended as a candidate for 
ministry through the former Cumberland Presbytery. After study at Mt. A and Pine 
Hill and experience in ministry though student and lay appointments in Sask, 
Bermuda and the Maritimes, he was ordained in 1962 and transferred to serve in 
Native Ministries on the Six Nations and New Credit Reserves in the Hamilton 
Conference. Both Bette and Stewart appreciated the opportunity of encountering the 
culture and lifestyle of indigenous communities.  

Returning to the Maritimes, Stewart serves the newly amalgamated congregations of 
St. Andrews-Wesley in Spring Hill. This was followed by ministries in Liverpool and 
Oromocto. Called to serve in Elmsdale and there to Clifton [Old Barns and Hilden] 
gave this opportunity to return to his earlier rural roots. His last two ministries in 
full time service Campbleton and Newcastle from which he retired in 1995. 

Stewart very much enjoyed his years of ministry both in services of worship and in 
association with the people of congregations in developing their life and witness.  
He feels this was assisted by taking advantage of continuing education programs, 
some interesting travels, and being involved in the presbyteries and conferences. 
Post retirement allowed him to continue these and community support activities.  
Hi last major involvements have been in Pastoral Relations, President of the Pine 
Hill Alumni Association, and chair of a committee for archives at the Tatamagouhe 
centre. 

The past years have been marked by health problems.  Bette died of an aggressive 
cancer two years ago, and Stewart, having mobility difficulties’, lives in a retirement 
residence in Bedford. His main delight is in his relationships with his children and 
their families. He is grateful to colleagues who maintain social contact.

STEWART B. RUSSELL




