
‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is 
not here; for he has been raised, as he said.’ 

Matthew 28:5-6 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
As we face the empty tomb presented to us in the words from the Gospel of Matthew, we are 
grappling with a few things. And chief among them, perhaps, is whether or not to believe the 
words of the stranger telling us something impossible. “He has been raised.” And yet, we have 
seen and heard of Christ our brother turning death to life before, so why not believe it now? 
What makes this death any different from that of Lazarus or the daughter of Jairus? What 
makes this new life any different than that found in the stories of the other two mentioned? 
 
Nothing will ever be the same. Jesus isn’t just teaching, healing, and feeding anymore. Just as 
much as we struggle to understand the mystery of the resurrection, we also struggle moving 
from where we are to where God is calling us to. Even if the place that we are in is painful, like 
having to deal with the death of a friend and leader, or like changing from a way that we have 
been doing things to a new way. Where we are is familiar, it is known, and even when it is bad, 
it can often be preferable to the unknown and the mystery. 
 
As The United Church of Canada here in the Maritimes, the days ahead, the places where God is 
calling us, are filled with uncertainties and unknowns. What we must remember is the words 
that come from the stranger at the tomb, “He is not here.” Jesus is not waiting for us in the 
tomb, but has gone on to new life. The Holy Spirit does not stand still with us, but flows from 
this moment onto the next. God is not calling us to live into fear and anxiety, but is calling to us 
from the unknown, creating there already, shaping the mystery that we might reveal it, and 
become a part of it. 
 
As we rise Easter morning to greet the Risen Son, as we shout loudest Hallalujahs, let our lives, 
our words, and our praise be filled with a joy that matches the hope that shines from the empty 
tomb. Let it be a joy that that is kindled by our faith in one who goes before us to prepare a 
way, who calls to us from the unknown with words of assurance, “do not be afraid.” 
 
Nothing will ever be the same. No matter that happens for the rest of this year, no matter what 
happens in July, or after December 31st, 2018, nothing will ever be the same. Whether we 
decide to remain at the tomb and mourn or seek the new life that Christ is already living, 
already call us to join him in living, nothing will ever be the same. Because this morning - every 
morning - God is doing a new thing and asking us to take part.  
 
God of what is known and unknown, come to us now and shine your light on the road before 
us. Guide us as we strive to be the body of Christ living into new life. Remind us always of the 
blessings that we are afforded, especially when our focus turns to what we lack. This we ask in 
the strong name of our brother and Saviour, Jesus Christ. AMEN 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Richard 


