
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

 
Many of you across this Conference have watched over the last few weeks as the waters of the 
St. John River have risen to match and exceed the records of floods set in the past. You have 
watched on the news as roads turned themselves to rushing rivers, houses all but disappear, 
cottages and RV’s drift unmoored along the waters. Together we have watched, and we have 
prayed. Sometimes prayers may feel small and of little consequence in the face of disaster, but 
know that we who live along the St. John River have heard and felt those prayers of care and 
love, prayers of worry born of hearts breaking for those of us who are suffering. Do not stop, 
but continue to pray without ceasing. Even as the waters begin to stabilize, there are lives 
broken by what has happened, people who still need your support. Even as you pray, watch and 
listen for the ways in which you might bring those prayers to action whether you are near or 
far. 
 
To my kindred here in New Brunswick who live or have family along the river, you whose lives 
have been uprooted by the flooding, know that you are held in the hearts and minds of many 
across this conference. With the devastation around us you may wonder where God is in the 
midst of this, know that you are enfolded by the love of the one who weeps with us in our pain, 
holds us in our fear and walks with us through all darkness. Though the waters may recede, and 
as debris is being cleared, the damage that this event has left on your lives is one that will not 
quickly heal, the memories never forgotten. May the response of the aid services be swift and 
carry you through this time of brokenness into a time of healing. And in the midst of all of this, 
remember that you are not alone. This is the truth of our faith. You are not alone, we are with 
you and God is with you. 
 
To those who have risked their lives to respond to the crisis of many, we give thanks to God for 
you. For rescue workers reaching out a hand to those who were trapped, for police watching 



over the roads that have become unsafe, for all first responders who bring healing and hope to 
a situation of pain and despair, thanks be to God for you. You act often putting your lives at risk 
because you have been called to offer your strength to those who are have fallen, may God 
continue to uphold you and act through you. 
 
Let us pray: 
Holy One, we are broken in this time. Even as waters carry away material possessions, we feel 
like what we have known is also rushing through our fingers. We feel surrounded on all sides, 
calling out for help, for saving, for you. Move in and through those who are responding to this 
crisis, speed the healing of your people. Be a light and a guide for those whose lives are 
changed forever, those who feel lost and alone without direction. Work in us, O God, making us 
your hands and feet. In our embrace of those who are suffering, may your love be felt. In our 
volunteering to help rebuild, may your love be seen. In all things, O God, we come before you in 
prayer with the strong name of Christ on our lips. We come in the name of the one who calmed 
winds and settled waters with a word. May he speak now to calm our hearts, and settle lives 
that have been upturned. Come now, O God, send your Holy Spirit into this time and place, into 
our very lives. AMEN 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Rev. Richard Bowley 
 


