
Stewardship Updates! 
Equipping for God’s Mission (May 2018) 

 
Mission & Service:  
2017 Mission & Service year end Information  
We make great things happen through Mission & Service and through the 
ministry of our local church. Thank you for generous 2017 giving for Mission & 
Service that changes the world.  

 Thank you for $23.205 M in giving by UCW, Congregations and 
individuals to the Mission & Service of the church!                       
(Maritime Conference surpassed 2016 giving!!   AWESOME!!) 

 Generosity continues with giving from congregations, UCW and  

individuals decreasing quite slowly $-474,000 (-2.00%) as the church 
continues to experience decreased numbers of members and adherents (-2.94% in 2016). We note with 
thanks that this is close to half of the previously budgeted decrease for 2017.  

 In 2017 as in 2015, a significant increase in gifts from wills and planned giving has offset other 
decreases and resulted in total gifts of $26.000 M a small increase of $75,000 in total giving to the 
Mission & Service unified fund over 2016!  

 
Further 2017-year end information is posted to the Stewardship Toolkit. 
http://www.stewardshiptoolkit.ca/2017 
 

 
Congregational Giving:  
Called to be the Church: Loving Our Neighbours  

 The new version of our United Church giving program Called to be the 
Church has been released and sent to EVERY congregation or Pastoral Charge 
across the country. You can also download it at the Stewardship Toolkit 
website http://www.stewardshiptoolkit.ca/loving-our-neighbours               
This is also where you will find the Called to be the Church: Loving Our 
Neighbours videos, training materials, and on-line extras. More resources are 
being added, so check back.  

 NEW! Promotional video for Called to be the Church: Loving Our Neighbours 
Are you wondering if the Called to Be the Church: Loving Our 
Neighbours giving program is a good fit for your congregation? This video is your answer!  
view / download video here »     

 

 Generosity, Giving & Gratitude Seasonal Ideas for May  
 
INSPIRE:  

 Consult inspiring worship planning resources for ideas to enrich Sunday worship. Two to start with are 
Gathering from The United Church of Canada, and Worship Ways from our full communion partner, the 
United Church of Christ. Both provide lectionary-linked material for every Sunday.  

 This month, we’re also featuring two articles with different perspectives on stewardship. Marcia Shetler 
writes in Alban Weekly that it may be time to take a fresh look at your stewardship ministry team 
structure and the Rev. Dr. Sam Wells of St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church in London shares a sermon on 
“Investing in the Kingdom.”  
 

http://www.stewardshiptoolkit.ca/2017
http://www.stewardshiptoolkit.ca/2017
http://www.stewardshiptoolkit.ca/loving-our-neighbours
https://youtu.be/7vu3CujOmMM
https://www.ucrdstore.ca/magazines/gathering
http://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways
https://alban.org/2018/02/15/marcia-shetler-3-teams-to-lead-your-stewardship-ministry/
https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/2018/02/18/first-sunday-lent-giving-sunday/


INVITE:  
 Invite people to plan for their ongoing support of your ministry during the summer months. This is a 

good month for inviting people to sign up for Pre-Authorized Remittance.  

 There are some articles with tips for the summer on the Stewardship Toolkit: What Summer Slump? 
and A Cure for the Summertime Blues.  

 If you have a ministry that provides support for women, make it the focus for Mother’s Day (May 13) 
and invite fresh support from your congregation.  

 
THANK:  

 Send handwritten thank-you cards to one or two groups in the congregation, thanking them for their 
participation —perhaps the UCW in gratitude for their wisdom and support over time, or those new to 
the faith and catching the spirit of Pentecost.  

 
 

Stewardship Webinars 

Great ideas!        
    
A Giving Program That Works – Loving Our Neighbours 2018 

 View this recording of a recent webinar on how to adapt and use our new Called to Be the Church 
Resource.  Featuring Rev. Paula Gale and Tammy Gillett from the Herring Neck Pastoral Charge in NL!    

 Paula and Tammy explain how they successfully used the program on their charge. 

 Click here:  https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/recordings/2018-programs/183-
recording-a-giving-program-that-works-loving-our-neighbours-2018-apr-25-2018   

 

How to Ask from the Pulpit: Webinar for Ministers and other leaders  
 May 16 @4:00 pm NT. It can be tough to talk about money in a sermon. To some clergy it feels like 

begging for their salary; to others it’s hard to make the connection between the administrative needs of 
the church and the gospel of Jesus Christ. In this Mission & Service sponsored webinar Dave Jagger and 
I will share our experience of encouraging generosity from the pulpit and in other congregational 
settings, and describe how giving can be a spiritual discipline. https://www.united-in-
learning.com/index.php/pulpit-ask-2018 

 

Webinar for Church Treasurers  
 June 13 - Church Organizational Changes and the CRA. Starts @ 8 pm Atlantic Time. Join us for this, the 

next in a series of 90 minute workshops, to help unravel some of the crucial responsibilities of being a 
Church Treasurer. Each webinar is self-contained; come to as many as is convenient for you. Get 
information on this and other upcoming sessions here: https://www.united-in-
learning.com/index.php/webinars/171-webinars-for-church-treasurers  

 

 
Interesting Link  

 Ontario Today CBC Radio 1 talk show: Former Governor General David Johnson: Charities rely on a 
shrinking pool of aging donors. Download or stream the podcast: https://podcast-
a.akamaihd.net/mp3/podcasts/ontariotoday-385JEEyg-20180413.mp3 

 

SEE YOU AT CONFERENCE 
 I will have a Stewardship Display with Free Resources, I hope to lead a Stewardship Workshop … and 

will look forward to an opportunity to discuss how I might be a resource for you and your pastoral 

charge in 2018. 

http://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/give-regularly
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rnPk-SZ5It3A6Hcl9OwYMwDy1dLgJvjk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ONYpGPGJTfalVRb2JTTHBvU1E/edit
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/recordings/2018-programs/183-recording-a-giving-program-that-works-loving-our-neighbours-2018-apr-25-2018
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/recordings/2018-programs/183-recording-a-giving-program-that-works-loving-our-neighbours-2018-apr-25-2018
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/pulpit-ask-2018
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/pulpit-ask-2018
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/171-webinars-for-church-treasurers
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/171-webinars-for-church-treasurers
https://podcast-a.akamaihd.net/mp3/podcasts/ontariotoday-385JEEyg-20180413.mp3
https://podcast-a.akamaihd.net/mp3/podcasts/ontariotoday-385JEEyg-20180413.mp3
https://www.united-in-learning.com/

