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The Archives and Artefact Beacon 
 

Conference Annual Meeting is Here! 
 

Welcome to the 93rd Conference Annual 
Meeting issue of The Archives and Artefact 
Beacon.  
 

As the United Church goes through a period 
of structural change, it seems fitting to 
discuss Conferences and Presbyteries in this 
edition.  Maritime Conference celebrates its 
93rd Annual Meeting this year, while some 
Presbyteries are over 200 years old and others 
are still under fifty years young.  The idea of 
congregations forming together into larger 
church courts, however, is not a new one and 
we might be surprised how much press the 
doings of Presbyteries, Conferences, General 
Assemblies and Unions have received in the 
past. 
 

In addition, this issue will take a tour through 
items on display in the Conference Office that 
demonstrate how the faith of the United 
Church, and the attitudes of the world around 
it have evolved over the last 93 years. 
 

Finally, the theme of the Conference Annual 
Meeting this year is John 21:25 #TrueStory.  It 
reminds me that old stories can be told in new 
ways.  Thus, this issue will also highlight how 
the General Council Archives and History 
Committee has embarked on a virtual history 
endeavour to share the history of the United 
Church in a thoroughly modern way. 
 

Happy reading and come visit the Archives 
display at CAM! 
 
Julielynne Anderson, 
Convenor and Chair, 
Maritime Conference Archives Committee 
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What’s in a Name? 
 

A Surfeit of Conferences, Presbyteries, 
Synods, Districts and Unions… 

 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

In 1925, The United Church 
of Canada came into being.  
Much has been written 
about Church Union before 
and since by all sorts of 
commentators.  In the early 
20th Century, however, 
church union in Canada was 

discussed in “secular” newspapers from as 
varied places as Saint John, N.B. in 1902 to 
Toronto, Ontario, in 1911 to Sydney…wait for 
it… Australia in 1920.1 Church Union was a 
going concern. 
 

The topic of Church 
Union even appeared 
in a contemporary 
novel of its day. 
Published first in 1920 
and set during World 
War I, Lucy Maud 

Montgomery’s Rilla of Ingleside contains 
reference to Church Union. Writing in her 
journal about the fatalistic acceptance of a 
staunch Presbyterian family friend towards 
the proposed amalgamation of the Methodist 
and Presbyterian Churches, Rilla Blythe 
muses: “She used to be so bitterly opposed to 
Church Union.”2  The wife of a member of the 
Presbyterian clergy, L. M. Montgomery 
herself was not particularly enamoured with 

                                            
1St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 12 September 1902, The Toronto 
World (Toronto, ON), 31 March 1911 and The Sydney Morning Herald 
(Sydney, Australia), 9 January 1920. 
2 L. M. Montgomery, Rilla of Ingleside (Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart, 1947 (1920)), 233. 

the product of Church Union that came about 
in 1925.3  
 

However church members and adherents, 
contemporary literary characters and even 
well-known novelists felt at the time, Church 
Union did occur – though some Presbyterians 
remained aloof. And because the United 
Church was an amalgamation we have 
inherited different terms and structural pieces 
from different traditions. 
 

It might be easy to think we inherited 
Presbyteries from the Presbyterians and 
Conferences from the Methodists, but the 
story is a little more complicated then that…. 
 
Today, in Maritime Conference we have 13 
Presbyteries. Some are old, 
however, and some are 
young.  There has been a 
Truro Presbytery since 1786 
whereas Woolastook Presbytery – an 
amalgamation of Fredericton and Woodstock 
Presbyteries – arrived on the scene in 1970. 
But wait, Maritime Conference also includes a 
Synod – Bermuda. And guess what? In 
Newfoundland, they have a Conference and 
Districts.   
 

Congregations have been joining together to 
form larger church bodies of one sort or 
another for a long time.  Even a quick perusal 
through late 19th and early 2oth Century 
newspapers will let the modern reader catch a 
glimpse of the proceedings of Presbyterian 
Presbyteries, Methodist Conferences and, 
yes, even Congregationalist Unions. (It wasn’t 
only the Methodists and Presbyterians who 

3 Phyllis D. Airhart, A Church with the Soul of a Nation: Making and 
Remaking the United Church of Canada (Montreal and Kingston: 
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2014), 3-4.  
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formed the United Church after all).  Some of 
these broader courts of the historic churches 
might have names 
relatively familiar 
to us such as P. E. 
Island Presbytery.  
Others, however, 
such as the 
Methodist Conference of Nova Scotia or the 
“Unions” of the Congregationalists in this 
region might not be as familiar to people 
today.4  
 

To make matters more complicated, some 
historic terms for various courts of the church 
were not always exclusively applied to one 
denomination or another. A historic 
newspaper in New Brunswick might discuss 
Presbyteries and Synods in the Presbyterian 
church and Districts and Conferences in the 
Methodist, but they might also discuss 
Synods in the Methodist church in the same 
edition of the paper.5   Moreover, Synod was 
not just a term used to refer to sub-divisions 
of Methodist churches in a 1902 Saint John 
newspaper or the term used today for the 
grouping of Methodist Churches in Bermuda 
in communion with the United Church of 
Canada.  A 1920 Australian newspaper 
referred to sub-divisions of the Methodist 
church in Australasia as “District Synods.”6 
 

Even names that seem to have carried over 
from a time before Church Union do not 
necessarily denote the same boundaries.  
Newspapers in the 19th Century discussed the 
proceedings of “St. John Presbytery” (yes, in 

                                            
4The Union Advocate (Newcastle, N.B.) 6 and 20 April 1887 and St. 

John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 6 May 1896, 18-20 June 1902 and 
12 September 1902.  
5 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 18 June 1902. 
6 The Sydney Morning Herald (Sydney, Australia), 9 January 1920. 
7 The Union Advocate (Newcastle, N.B.) 6 and 20 April 1887 and St. 
John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 6 May 1896 

the 19th century the New Brunswick city was 
sometimes spelt that way) and the 
“Presbytery of Miramichi.”   However, given 
the discussions in the newspapers, one might 
discover that the boundaries of Presbyteries 
of similar names in the 19th century are not 
necessarily the same as boundaries today.7  
 

While boundaries and names of courts might 
have changed, some of the work they did in 
the late 19th or early 20th century would seem 
awfully familiar today.  Peruse through the 
newspaper reports from the time and one 
might find the Presbyterian Presbyteries 
dealing with matters of pastoral oversight 
and trying to fill empty pulpits, the Methodist 
Districts choosing committee members and 
representatives to Conference, the Methodist 
Conferences ordaining new 
ministers, electing Presidents 
and dealing with the 
transferring of ministers from 
one Conference to another.8  
All of these duties and tasks are 
in some manner done at the 
Conference or Presbytery level today . 
 

Curiously, when it comes to church structures 
some things old are new again.  As we 
transition into regions, it is interesting to note 
that Regions 14 (New Brunswick and PEI with 
some of Quebec), Region 15 (Nova Scotia and 
Bermuda) and Region 16 (Newfoundland and 
Labrador) are rather akin to the pre-Union 
Methodist Conferences of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries!9 
 

8 The Union Advocate (Newcastle, N.B.) 6 and 20 April 1887 and St. 
John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 6 May 1896, and 18-20 June 1902. 
9 D.W. Johnson, History of Methodism in Eastern British America: 

Including Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
Newfoundland, and Bermuda (Sackville, N.B.: Tribune Printing Co, 
[n.d.]), passim. 

Nova Scotia Methodist 

Conference gavel 
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A Moment for Congregationalist 
Matters 

 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

Methodists and Presbyterians may have had 
the largest number of members entering 
Church Union, but they were not the only 
denominations to join.10  Perhaps then, it is 
time to take a moment for another church 
that entered union – the Congregationalists.  
 

 

 

Even in 1902, reports of a Congregationalist 
Union meeting in the Maritimes show that the 
Congregationalists were having 
conversations entitled: “The Union of Our 
Maritime Congregational Churches With 
Other Denominations – Would It Help or 
Hinder the Work.”11   Though the creation of 
the United Church was still more than two 
decades away, conversations about church 
union were happening.  Curiously, reports in 
the same edition of the newspaper have the 
Methodists on a national level fighting over –
sometimes in a rather impolite and 
condescending manner –  the inclusion of 
women in Quarterly Meetings.  Meanwhile at    
the Congregationalist meeting in this region, 

                                            
10 See chart in Don Schweitzer (Ed.), The United Church of Canada: A 
History ([n.p.]: Wilfred Laurier University Press, 2012), xxii. 
11 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 12 September 1902 
12 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 12 September 1902 

the first person to address the subject of 
church union was a woman!12  
 

 People and Churches who came from the 
Congregationalist tradi-
tion did not disappear after 
Church Union.  It is worth 
noting that when 
Congregationalists in this 
region met in 1902, the 
chairman they elected that 
year was one Rev. 
Churchill Moore.13  In 1925, 
Rev. Churchill Moore was 
at the church in Keswick 

Ridge, N.B. (for the second time) when it 
joined The United Church of Canada. One of 
his sons, Rev. Dr. Arthur B. B. Moore, who was 
born in Keswick Ridge, would later become 
the 24th Moderator of the United Church of 
Canada in 1971.14  
 
 
 

                 
 

 
 

13 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 12 September 1902 
14 Evelyn Grant and Ruth Timmins, A History of Faith and Dedication 
Through 165 Years, ([n.p.]: [n.d.]), 9, 23-24.  This is a congregational 
history of Keswick Ridge. 

Old Bible from Keswick Ridge United 
(N.B.), formerly Congregationalist 

Keswick Ridge 
United Church 

 

United Church Crest and Write-up on 
the Crest from Keswick Ridge 
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Times are Changing… 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

Times have changed since 1925.  
Times have changed even more 
since the first Presbyterian 
Presbyteries were established in 
this region in the 1700s.  Indeed, 
today we might very well 

question some of the theological tenets from 
the period of Church Union and certainly 
some of the social and cultural rationale 
behind Church Union as put forth by its 
proponents.15 
   

Objects on display at the 
Maritime Conference Office – 
what might be termed artefacts 
fifty or one hundred years from 
now – give us an indication of 

some of the ways the church and the world 
around it have changed since 1925. 
 

The first woman would not be 
ordained in the United Church 
until more than a decade after 
Union. Moreover, the first 
married women would have to 
wait even longer, and the first 

female moderator of the United Church 
would not be elected until the 1980s.16 

 
Women, however, have 
increasingly participated in 
the superstructure of the 
church.  We can see that in 
Maritime Conference if one 

takes a look at the pictures of the Presidents 
of Conference that are in the Conference 
Office. 

                                            
15 Airhart, A Church with the Soul of a Nation, 3-64 and 310. 

 

Other social changes have occurred inside 
and outside the church.  Objects displayed at 
Maritime Conference Office remind us of this 
as well.  
 

This plaque commemorates the 1986 
Apology to First 
Nations Peoples. 
We are still on the 
journey towards 
reconciliation, but 
this reminds us 
that we are wor-
king on moving 
forward.  Consider that a member of the 
Maritime Conference Staff and some youth 
recently accompanied members of the 
indigenous community to the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues! 
 

This banner reminds us 
that Maritime Conference 
has become an Affirming 
Conference.  Maritime 
Conference became an 
Affirming ministry in 2015.  
Thus, this banner serves to 
remind us that the path 
towards true inclusion did 
not begin nor did it end 
with the 1988 decision to 
remove sexual orientation 

as a bar towards ordination.   
 

The times are constantly changing.  Even 
items in the Conference office remind us how 
far we have come from 1925.  Maybe 
someday someone will look back and reflect 
on how far they’ve come from 2018! 

16 See timelines in Don Schweitzer (Ed.), The United Church of 

Canada: A History, 40, 97 and 140. 
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From The Archives 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

The Virtual Edition 
 

People in the area that is now Maritime 
Conference have been creating records for a 
long time.  They’ve also had an interest in 
church history for many years.  

Today, Maritime Conference has 
a state-of-the-art archival facility 
and an archivist on staff at the 
Conference office. But did you 
know that the Maritime 
Conference Archives, Maritime 

Conference Archivist and the Maritime 
Conference Archives Committee are all part 
of networks of archives, archivists and 
archives and/or history committees across 
the United Church? Conferences have 
different configurations for their archives and 
archival committees, but work done in 
Maritime Conference to preserve the church’s 
records and history is part of an effort across 
the wider Church. All Conferences send a 
representative to the General Council 
Archives and History Committee (AHC).  
 

 Several years ago, the AHC embarked on a 
project to share the history of the United 
Church virtually.  The Honouring Our Heritage 
site (www.ucheritage.ca) is the result.  
 

 
 

On the Honouring Our Heritage site you will 
find commemorations of national and 
regional significance such as a piece about the 
formation of the United Church. You might 
also find commemorations celebrating 
United Church history from B.C. to 
Newfoundland.   
 

Currently, there are four commemorations 
celebrating people, places and events from 
the history of the United Church and its 
antecedent denominations in the Maritimes. 
These commemorations are: The Formation 
of Truro Presbytery, Trinity United Church 
(Charlottetown), Rev. Daniel Cock and Rev. 
David Smith. 
 

 
 
 

Check out the Honouring Our Heritage 
website and see how we can share our 
history as a church in a new and different 
way.  In addition, keep those nominations 
coming! 
 

  

Nominations can be made about people, 
places, events or cultural traditions or 
practices.  For more information about the 
nomination process visit: 
http://www.ucheritage.ca/nomination-
process/. Please be advised the process can 
take some time before a commemoration is 
approved and put up on the website. 

http://www.ucheritage.ca/
http://www.ucheritage.ca/nomination-process/
http://www.ucheritage.ca/nomination-process/
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From Church Kitchens 
 

By: Julielynne Anderson 
 

Quibbles over Communion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Though we all might partake in it somewhat 
differently, communion is a practice that 
many Christian denominations share. Even   in 
in the United Church in 2018, we might 
perform communion in different ways. 
Today, we might also have options such as 
gluten-free bread or crackers and water so 
that people with food sensitivities can join in 
communion. Options in the practice of 
communion, however, were once more 
controversial… 
 

In 1902, newspaper 
reports carried 
verbatim records of 
debates going on at 
the Presbyterian 
General Assembly.  
One of those 
debates was about 

whether it was appropriate to use individual 
communion cups or not!17  
 

In 2018, we might agree with the 1902 
proponents of individual cups when they 
argue single cups were more hygenic. But 
those against each person having their own 
cup had theological and jurisdictional 
objections.  Opponents argued that individual   

                                            
17 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 18-19 June 1902. 

 

cups contravened ancient church practice and 
biblical edict. They also believed the 
individual cups were only about making 
money for those who made them.  The 
opponents also believed that the General 
Assembly not individual congregations had 
the authority to make decisions over such 
matters.18  
 

Whether to use individual cups or a common 
cup in communion, however, was not the only 
debate over communion that sprang up in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries.  In an era 
where Temperance organizations had some 
clout, there were also debates over whether 
to use wine or unfermented wine (essentially 
grape juice) during communion.    
 

Grape juice might be an interesting recipe to 
add to a column about debates over 
communion.  Alas, however, many historic 
recipes that require bottling or canning do not 
always explain enough about the process to 
meet modern food safety concerns. Thus, 
here’s a recipe for “Jelly Cookies” from a 1939 
United Church Cookbook from Grand Pre, 
NS.  In the spirit of modern options, feel free 
to use grape jelly or not! 

18 St. John Daily Sun (Saint John, N.B.), 18-19 June 1902. 

First United, Truro 

First United, Truro 
Jelly Cookies 

 

1 ½ cups brown  3 cups unsifted  
sugar   flour (pastry) 
½ cup butter  3 tsp. baking  
¼ milk   powder 
1 egg   1 tsp. vanilla 
 a pinch of salt 
 

Roll in small balls and then in granulated sugar. 
Make small cavity in top, put teaspoon of jelly in. 
Bake in good oven.* 
 

Source: Ladies Aid of the Grand Pre United Church, 
Grand Pre Cook Book (Kentville, NS: Kentville 
Publishing Company, Limited, 1939), 21 
 

* Try 350 (F) for about 15-20 minutes. 
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Children’s Corner 
 

Many Parts of a Whole 
 

Did you know that just as there are different 
levels of government there are different 
levels in the church?  Today we have pastoral 
charges (one or more congregations), 
Presbyteries (sometimes Districts or Synods), 
Conferences and the General Council.  In the 
near future, we could have communities of 
faith (congregations and other local 
gatherings of church people), regions and the 
denominational council. 
 

Today, the provinces of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and PEI, as well as part of Quebec 
are part of Maritime Conference.  The Island 
of Bermuda is also part of Maritime 
Conference.  There are 13 Presbyteries in 
Maritime Conference and one Synod.  Maybe 
next year we might be two regions (Nova 
Scotia and Bermuda, and New Brunswick and 
PEI with part of Quebec) instead! 
 

The United Church itself is 93 years old and 
Maritime Conference will have its 93rd Annual 
Meeting this year.  But some of our 
Presbyteries are much, much older because 
they were Presbyterian Presbyteries before 
the United Church was formed in 1925! 
 

The United Church, Maritime Conference and 
even some Presbyteries have their own 
crests.  Here are examples of the Conference 
and Presbytery crests: 
 

     

See if you can find all the words listed below 
related to Conference and Presbyteries in this 
word search: 
 

PRESBYTERY AND CONFERENCE WORD SEARCH 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 


