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Theme: #TrueStory 
Table Group Check-In 

Thursday, May 24, 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Ø Welcome & Introduction to Table Group Time:  Robyn will review hopes and 
expectations including: 

o Reminder to use nametags 
o Reminder we are an Affirming Conference – what this means 
o Encouragement to create ‘safe space’, possibly ‘brave space’ 
o Introduction to Table Group Journals 
o Introduction to #TrueStoryMC2018 

 
Ø Group-building & Community Agreements:  Table Group facilitators will have received a 

suggested process outline for developing community agreements (norms of behaviour 
or commitment statements) and examples of Community Agreement statements before 
the meeting and will have the opportunity to review this process during the Pre-event 
training session.  

o Facilitators will invite participants in table groups to create their list of 
Agreements. One simple way to create this list is to ask participants to respond 
to the following: “As members of this table group, I hope we can agree to…” 

o Record the Community Agreements in the table journal. 
o Facilitators are encouraged to review this list with participants as the meeting 

goes forward. 
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Chapter 1: ‘In the Beginning’ 

Thursday, May 24, 7:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
7:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
The theme of chapter one will provide an opportunity for table group participants to be 
introduced to the theme for the Annual Meeting and to remember the early days/years of The 
United Church of Canada in Maritime Conference. This may be the last meeting of Maritime 
Conference and so we’ll pause for a few moments to honour the vision, creativity and 
willingness to risk that was evident in our earliest moments.  This discussion will lead into the 
opening Worship & Memorial Observance. 
 

Ø Chapter 1 will begin with with the theme song from “The Big Bang Theory” and a 
power/point slideshow depicting the early days of Maritime Conference  

 
Ø Theme scripture, John 21: 25 will also be read, in a variety of languages.  ‘But there are 

also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose 
that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
Ø Introduction: remembering stories from those early days of our church life, including 

the story of the hymn “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness,” which was written for the 
Inaugural Service of the United Church of Canada, along with some reflecting on our 
Maritime Conference Crest. 

 
Ø Table group time:  table group participants will be invited to reflect on the following 

question:   
• How would you describe your United Church beginning?”   
• Note: those stories that feel ‘longer’ or ‘more detailed’ can be recorded on the 

page dedicated to ‘In the Beginning’ in the journal on your table.   
• Delegates can also be invited to share stories on Facebook or Twitter using the 

hashtag #TrueStoryMC2018 so that others can see how many beginnings we 
share across the Conference. 

 
15 minutes for this… not long and so will need to remind people to be attentive  

to the 1-2 minute sharing… 
 

Ø Closing song: ‘There’s a Voice in the Wilderness’. VU #18.  (on screen) 
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Table Group Check-In 

Friday, May 25, 9:00 – 9:15 a.m. 
 
Table Group Check In 
 

Ø Table Groups will be ‘new’ since members of Intermediates at Conference and Youth 
Forum will be in the arena with Conference delegates. Some members of Conference 
will move to their ‘second’ table. If you haven’t already done so before the Theme & 
Table Group Time takes place, please take a moment for introductions and one simple 
check in question such as: 

• On a scale of 1 – 10 (10 being awesome) how’s this event going for you so 
far? 

• What’s the best single word you’ve heard in the past 24 hours? 
• What did you have for breakfast? 

 
Ø Robyn will provide a brief re-introduction to the Theme #TrueStoryMC2018 since IAC 

and YF may not have heard about this. John 21:25 ‘But there are also many other things 
that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself 
could not contain the books that would be written.’  
 

Ø Robyn will offer a brief introduction to the process for Friday morning – we will be 
moving through 3 chapters – stories celebrating the life, work and witness of the UCC in 
Maritime Conference in past decades and today: 
9:15 – 9:45 Chapter 2: Called to Be the Church – potlucks, pews and pastoral 

adventures  
9:45 – 10:15 Chapter 3:  A Woman’s Place – the changing role of women  

in the church  
10:15 – 10:45 Chapter 4: Are we there yet? – ministry to/with children and youth 
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Chapter 2:  ‘We Are Called to Be the Church’ 
aka… Potlucks, Pews & Pastoral Adventures 

Friday, May 25, 9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 
The theme of chapter two will provide an opportunity for table group participants to get to 
know each other better as they remember, share and celebrate stories from local 
congregations across the Maritimes and Bermuda. These will probably be the kinds of stories 
not recorded in meeting minutes!  
 

Ø Chapter 2 will begin with a power/point slideshow of our United Church people, 
places, ministries, activities, music played with the images 

 
Ø Introduction: Mary-Beth will “introduce” us to the theme of chapter 2 and move us in to 

the sharing at Table of the 1-2 minute ‘Congregational Minutes’ and/or ‘Show & Tell’.  
 
 The invitation for folks to begin to ponder these stories and bring a photo/item has been 
part of the Pre-AGM notices. If folks have not brought something, invite them to say 
what photo/item they would choose to share that illustrates a story from their 
congregation.  

 
Ø Table group time:  Sharing of the 1-2 minute ‘Congregational Minutes’ 

  
15 minutes for this… not long and so will need to remind people to be attentive  

to the 1-2 minute sharing… 
 

Ø As Table group time comes to a close- music will begin….. 
Please remind folks that they are invited to continue to share their stories: 

• Use the journals on the table for them to write stories or phrases/words/ 
thoughts… 

• Take a photo of the items that have been shown at your table and post to 
Facebook or instagram 

• Use the hashtag #TrueStoryMC2018 to share words/phrases on Facebook  
or Twitter. 

 
Ø Closing Litany (on screen)  

 
Ø Closing Song: ‘Thru These Doors’ (lyrics & music Ray Stewart- used with permission) 

(on screen) 
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Chapter 3: ‘A Woman’s Place’ 

Friday, May 25, 9:45 – 10:15 a.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
9:45 – 10:15 a.m. 
 
Chapter 3: A Woman’s Place  
 
The theme of chapter 3 will provide the opportunity for table group participants to share 
stories related to the women who’ve made a difference – in our lives, to our faith, in our 
church, in Maritime Conference.  During this session we will recall and recognize the changing 
role of women within the church during the history of our Conference. ‘A woman’s place’ – 
what are the true stories of UCC women, lay and ordered, in the Maritimes and Bermuda? 
 

Ø Song:  ‘Mother & God’ MT Winter VU 280  (lyrics on screen) 
 

Ø Introduction: Robyn will share a collection of ‘remember when…’ statements 
highlighting historical events and changes that have taken place in the UCC related to 
the presence and changing roles of women. It is hoped that these ‘remember when…’ 
statements will prompt other stories to be shared in table groups.  

 
Ø Table group time: Facilitators will Invite each person to share the name (and BRIEFLY 

tell the story) of a woman in this Conference who “stood before you” and made a 
difference in your journey of faith and/or in the life of the UCC in this region. Please 
ensure that every person at the table has the opportunity to name at least one woman. 
 

15 minutes for this… not long and so will need to remind people to be attentive  
to the 1-2 minute sharing… 

 
Ø Activity:   Honour these women and their stories by: 

• Recording their names in your table’s journal.  
• Sending a text hello and thanks to these women now! 
• Texting/sharing their name and story with a friend today. 
• Using the hashtag #TrueStoryMC2018 to share these names on Facebook  

or Twitter. 
 

Ø Closing Song: ‘Standing Before Us’ Carole Etzler Eagleheart  (on screen) 
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Chapter 4: ‘Are We There Yet?’ 

Friday, May 25, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
10:15 – 10:45 a.m. 
The theme of chapter four will provide an opportunity for table group participants to celebrate 
ministry of/with children and youth within the UCC in the Maritimes and Bermuda, up to the 
current day.  
 

Ø Song Medley:   including Jesus Loves Me, One More Step Along the World I Go, 
Teach Me God to Wonder, and I’ve Got Peace Like a River. Pictures of various ministries 
with children and youth will be on the screens. 

 
Ø Intro & Activity:  Many of us have a “starting place” as children or youth in the 

church, whether it was Sunday school, youth group of some variety, camp, youth forum 
etc.  How did the UCC in the Maritimes and Bermuda first provide a place for you/th? At 
this time, participants will be invited to “shout out” from where they are, what that 
starting place was (eg. junior choir, day camp, Explorers, Cubs, etc.) while pictures are 
shown on the screens. 

 
Ø Table group time:   On each table, there will be a small puzzle, with enough pieces for 

each member of the table to have one.  There will also be crayons and tape to decorate 
the puzzle piece and put them all together.  Facilitators will invite participants to: 

• write or draw on the puzzle piece a memory or symbol of ministry with 
children and youth, while also taking time to briefly share stories around the 
table of how these ministries shaped who you are today.   

• NOTE to facilitators: Please try to keep the conversation hopeful, rather than 
wishing for the “glory days” when Sunday schools were “full”, as members of 
Intermediates and Youth Forum will be present at tables. 

 
Ø Activity:  

• Using the hashtag #TrueStoryMC2018 to share these stories on Facebook  
or Twitter 

• Take a picture of your puzzle and share it! 
• Add your puzzle to the table journal 

 
Ø Closing Song:  ‘My Love Colours Outside the Lines’   MV 138  
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Chapter 5: ‘To Seek Justice’ 

Saturday, May 26, 3:10 – 3:50 p.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
3:10 – 3:50 (Order of the Day) 
The theme of chapter five is to provide an opportunity for table group participants to reflect on 
how the United Church of Canada has Encouraged/Enabled/Challenged them to reach beyond 
their neighbours to love their enemies? 
 

Ø Opening: There will be a song followed by wisdom readings from Jewish, Christian and 
modern tradition.  After each reading the delegates will be encouraged to respond with:  

 
Response - In these words may we find wisdom for our living 
 

Ø Power Point Presentation: “Foundational Justice Documents of the United Church”  
The United Church has been active in the public arena since its earliest days. The 
founders of this church believed that ours is a living faith and a witness to the 
ministry of Jesus Christ that is expressed in active, thoughtful involvement in 
society. The combined voices of people of faith bring forward the message that 
every individual, and Earth itself, must be cherished and respected.   

 
Ø Video:  (3-5min) showing people answering the question: 

“When has the United Church of Canada Encouraged/Enabled/Challenged you to 
reach beyond your neighbours, to love your enemies?” 

 
Ø Table group time:   

a. When has the United Church of Canada Encouraged/Enabled/Challenged you to 
reach beyond your neighbours, love your enemies? 

b. Delegates are asked to record their responses in the journal on the table. 
c. Power Point Presentation: “Where we Stood: Social Action over the Years” will 

play while table groups are discussing this question a.)  
 

15 minutes for this… not long and so will need to remind people to be 
attentive to the 1-2 minute sharing… 

 
Ø Closing Song:   ‘Wake Now My Senses’ - tune at VU 642, on screen 
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Theme: #TrueStory 
Chapter 6: ‘The Next Chapter’ 

Saturday, May 26, 3:50 – 4:40 p.m. 
 

‘But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.’ 

 
3:50 – 4:10 (Order of the Day) 
The theme of chapter six will provide an opportunity for table group participants to turn their 
thoughts toward the future and to imagine the possibilities for The United Church in the 
Maritimes and Bermuda. 
 

Ø Introduction: Kent will offer a call to remember who we are and what we are called to 
do as ‘church’ in this region. These things remain: 

o A spiritual longing in the world 
o There are still people being called into ministry 
o A need for faith formation and worship 
o A context that is increasingly intercultural, ecumenical and multi-faith 
o A need to use technology and to be in touch with each other face-to-face 
o A call to be an alternative society… a place which proclaims hope and resurrection 
o A call to work toward a society that is less destructive, more peaceful, and more whole, 

confronting evil, showing abundance and living in simplicity. 
 

Ø Unison Reading: “Creating the Church of Tomorrow” ~ Archbishop Oscar Romero 
Kent will invite all participants to read this statement aloud in unison. The text will be 
printed on the screen.  

 
Ø Table group time:  Facilitators will invite participants to respond to the following 

questions. Please ensure that every person at the table has the opportunity to name a 
title and/or a hope. 

• As the United Church of Canada in the Maritimes and Bermuda, what will be 
the title of our next chapter? 

• What are the things that give us hope for the future? 
 

20 minutes for this… not long and so will need to remind people to be attentive  
to sharing the time… 

 
Ø Activity: A ‘Call and Response’ Litany will be introduced and rehearsed. 

Participants will be invited to share their titles with the whole court using microphones. 
As each title is called out, we will respond: “It’s gonna’ get gooder!” 

• Record all of the titles and all of the hopes in your table’s journal.  
• Use #TrueStoryMC2018 to share titles on Facebook or Twitter. 

 
Ø Song: ‘Ameni’ MV 219 


