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June 5, 2018
Dear

I am writing to you on behalf of the Maritime Conference of the United Church of Canada, at the
request of their Church in Action Committee. The United Church of Canada is the largest protestant
denomination in our nation, our church buildings are key gathering spaces in communities throughout
this province, and our people are often active community volunteers. We continue to be committed to
seeking justice, loving and serving others, and respecting creation as follow our faith.

It has come to our attention that conversations around natural gas development in our region have
resurfaced. In 2012 the Maritime Conference passed a position on hydraulic fracturing development,
that read:

That Maritime Conference urge the four provincial governments within its bounds to place a
moratorium on on-shore shale gas and coal bed methane development until there are sufficient
scientific studies completed and legislated regulations that require:
i. meaningful consultation about any proposed development with communities, including
Aboriginal and rural;
ii. environmental impact assessments, that acknowledge ecologically sensitive areas and
the carrying capacity of ecosystems, as a condition of exploration leases/permits;
iii. independent base-line and ongoing testing of water, air, and soil quality in areas slated
for development;
iv. full disclosure of the chemical composition of the drilling fluid;
v. strategies that address and seek mitigation of the associated human health and
environmental impacts of this unconventional gas industry;
vi. adequate treatment of waste water - including both the added chemicals and those
naturally-occurring chemicals potentially released in association with activities of this gas
industry
vii. an adequate compensation plan for damages caused by the industry;

At this time, we are unaware of any efforts to create legislation around the natural gas industry that
adequately address any of the concerns we identified in 2012. As such we as a Conference continue to
hold our position that a moratorium on the industry is the only responsible action. We would encourage
the government to consider investment in green energy alternatives. In our opinion, the risk to the
environment, people, and social fabric of our communities far outweighs any perceived economic
benefit of hydraulic fracturing.

Sincerely,

Eonme- R i

Emma K. Seamone, BSc (Honours) Environmental Science
Convenor Environmental Working Group, Maritime Conference United Church of Canada



