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Unwelcome visitor

Hurricane Igor spares
United Church in Shoal Harbour

submitted by GeORGe maRtin

Our church at shoal harbour is a very friendly congregation with its doors, 
arms, and hearts always open to strangers.  however, on september 21, we 
had a very unusual visitor.  he was not even welcome!  and we sincerely 

hope and pray he never comes back again.  his name was igor.

as everyone who lives from the tip of the burin peninsula right up to Cape 
bonavista and all points in between knows, we will not soon forget igor.  why?  
because he was a storm of hurricane proportions the like of which we have never 
witnessed before.  Carrying torrential rainfall and winds of 150 km per hour, he 
left a trail of destruction in his wake.  states of emergency were proclaimed in 
virtually every community as fl ooded homes, uprooted trees, washed-out roads, 
bridges, and driveways, loss of power and shortage of numerous necessities of life 
were the order of the day.  the power of the storm even forced several homes in 
the surrounding area from their foundations.

Parts of  New-
foundland took 
a beating with 
the arrival of 
hurricane Igor 
but the United 
Church in Shoal 
Harbour es-
caped destruc-
tion when the 
giant oak tree 
toppled me-
tres from the 
church.
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  On September 21, 2010 Hurricane Igor ripped across 
parts of Newfoundland leaving in its path wind-bat-
tered towns, fl ooded waters and much destruction.  
Towns and communities were isolated as rivers over-
fl owed and roads were washed away declaring a state 
of emergency for many.  Homes, personal belongings, 
and tragically a person’s life were lost throughout this 

devastating act of nature.  

  In an effort to assist families and communities in re-
building what has been lost, the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference of The United Church of Canada 
has initiated a Hurricane Igor Financial Appeal in part-
nership with the Canadian Red Cross.  For further in-
formation on this appeal, please contact the ministry 

personnel on your Pastoral Charge.

  Thank you all for your care and concern in this mat-
ter. Together we will assist to help rebuild many lives 

and homes!

Newfoundland and
Labrador Conference 

launches Hurricane Igor
fi nancial appeal

As the photos show, two huge trees just behind our church were un-
able to withstand the fury of Igor.  Seventy-fi ve years of steady growth 
in spite of hail, sleet, wind, and other whims of nature was all toppled 
in the manner of a few hours.  we thank the Lord that neither of them 
fell directly on the sanctuary itself -- they were such massive trees that, 
had that occurred, they surely would have crushed the roof.

During the time we spent cleaning up the church grounds, we la-
mented the loss of our giant oaks.  at the same time, we thanked the 
Lord that our building was spared.  we came to realize also that what 
we had experienced was, perhaps, only a taste of what some of God’s 
people, eg. pakistan, live through many times in their lifetime.  truly 
we are blessed to live in Canada.

George Martin is a member of the Shoal 
Harbour Pastoral Charge.

The toppled oak on the grounds of Shoal 
Harbour United Church is evidence of the 
extreme wind of Hurricane Igor.  
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Joining Voices

Special dedications presented on the Green Bay South Pastoral Charge

submitted by baRbaRa COLbOuRne

the United Church of Can-
ada Green Bay South Pas-
toral Charge held a special 

joint service on sunday, april 11, 
2010 at the Robert’s arm united 
Church. the Green bay south 
pastoral Charge consists of Long 
island, Robert’s arm and south 
brook united Churches. the three 
towns get together for joint ser-
vices two or three times a year and 
are thoroughly enjoyed by all who 
participate.

there were special singings 
throughout the service; the talent-
ed June Roberts sang “Consider 
the Lilies,” yvonne Colbourne 
performed “I’d Rather Have Je-
sus Than Anything,” and yvonne 
heath sang “I Don’t Know About 
Tomorrow” which she dedicated 
to our friend and church member 
beth Colbourne.

the beaumont united Church 
Choir sang “The Old Account Was 
Settled Long Ago.”  the Robert’s 
arm Choir performed “By My 
Spirit” and the south brook Choir 
sang “Brighten the Corner.”

the congregation was blessed 
to have special guest the Rever-
end Russell small, president of 
the newfoundland and Labrador 

Conference of the united Church 
Canada, join with Green bay south 
minister Ms. Joan Brinston offi ci-

ating at the service.  Rev. small 
was the minister at Robert’s arm 
thirty-six years ago from 1974 to 
1977.  Lloyd Colbourne, Board 
Chair, presented Rev. small with a 
plaque from the Green bay south 
pastoral Charge in honour of his 
many years in ministry.  he retired 
in June 2010.  

in a special part of sunday’s 
service, Rev. Small and Ms. Brin-
ston accepted and joined in with 

the dedication of new additions to 
the Robert’s arm united Church. 
three new banners donated by 
Gail hewlett, June Roberts and 
Lloyd Colbourne were dedicated. 
eugene Fudge presented the new 
sound system and evelyn warr 
presented new windows, doors 
and blinds for dedication.

Lloyd Colbourne and Irene Wat-
kins presented the church’s largest 
acquisition; their new organ. two 
years ago, organist alice Oake 
suggested that the church replace 
its worn out organ, and the congre-
gation set about raising the nec-
essary funds. they realized their 
goal and we were privileged to 
hear alice play the new organ on 
a few occasions before her pass-
ing on march 27, 2010.  alice’s 
husband Leslie, sons Leslie Jr. 
and dwayne and daughter dana 
attended the service to honour Al-
ice.  alice’s family requested the 
hymn “I’ll Fly Away” which was 
performed in a resounding rendi-
tion by the 23-member joint choir 
of south brook, Robert’s arm and 
Long island.

the service closed with the 
congregational singing of “The 
Church is One Foundation.”

Following the service everyone 
was invited to share a meal in the 
united Church hall. a fabulous 
spread of salads, cold meats and 
desserts was set out, provided by 
the UCW of all three communi-
ties.

Rev. Russell Small, President of 
the Newfoundland and Labrador  
Conference, and Pastoral Charge 
minister Joan Brinston dedicate 
to God the new additions to the 
Robert’s Arm United Church.

The joint choir of the Long Island, Robert’s Arm and South Brook Unit-
ed Churches sing together for a special joint service on the Green Bay 
South Pastoral Charge.

Ms. Barbara Colbourne is a member of 
Beaumont United Church on the

Green Bay South Pastoral Charge.
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Greetings from your 
East District Chair

Moving in faith and hope into the future

by dR. ROy west

as the incoming Chair of east 
district, it is a privilege for 
me to reach out to all those in 

the district through “the Connector.”

this is an important time for the 
united Church of Canada and the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Confer-
ence. we are in a time of change; our 
membership is decreasing as are the 
overall fi nances of the church. How-
ever, our mission should remain as vi-
tal and relevant as it has 
always been. in order 
to meet this challenge, 
we must renew our vi-
sion and be willing to 
change.

each may brings about 
change in the volunteers serving east 
District as committee members, com-
mittee chairs and members of the 
executive. this may saw the end of 
Rev. Lisa potter’s term as Chair of 
east district. we thank you Lisa for 
your leadership and spiritual guidance 
over the last three years and wish you 
well especially in your new duties as 
president–elect for the Conference. 
in addition, i would like to thank all 
those who have served and continue 
to serve the east district so well.

This summer we have seen a sig-
nifi cant turnover in ministers with 
our pastoral charges and congrega-
tions. this change in ministry creates 
the opportunity for our renewal and 
growth. this fall we are creating new 
covenants between ministers and eight 
pastoral charges. may God’s blessing 
be on all their works.

across the province including the Bu-
rin and bonavista peninsulas. the 
people of newfoundland are grateful 
for all the thoughts, prayers and tan-
gible support that have been sent our 
way. Congregations are still coping 
with the aftermath of its effects and 
will likely require our on-going help 
in able for them to continue their mis-
sion.

east district is moving in faith and 
hope into the future. This is refl ected 

in many of the projects 
that our congregations 
are undertaking. among 
the initiatives that east 
district has underway 
is the promotion of 
conversations between 

the four downtown Churches in st. 
John’s. these are searching for ways 
of better serving the community by 
increased understanding and col-
laboration between the four churches. 
also east district is working towards 
offering Confl ict Resolution training 
in order that we can meet the united 
Church policy in this area.

we will try to continue to play 
an active role in reaching out to the 
people in our district recognizing 
that our vision must fulfi ll our Chris-
tian mandate given by Jesus to “feed 
my sheep” as well as embracing that 
of the united Church of Canada. in 
these changing times, i will try to help 
in any way i can to clarify our vision 
in East District and assist in develop-
ing our road map for the future.

may God be with us in this task.

both the spring and fall meetings 
created good opportunities for in-
terchange of ideas by the delegates.  
there was good discussion of the 
priorities that were important to the 
district. in the fall meeting, there was 
pragmatic discussion of the budgetary 
priorities for 2011. this discussion 
was ably led by shirley andrews and 
Doreen Barbour, the new co-chairs of 
the Division of Finance and Admin-
istration. motions were made and a 

fi nancial path charted for next year; 
especially regarding how the district 
would continue to support our Chap-
laincies and Outreach ministries in 
light of the reduction of the national 
Mission Support Grant. We must con-
tinue to search for ways in which we 
can continue and, if possible, increase 
this support.

Over the years, the newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference and east 
and west districts have received 
considerable fi nancial support from 
National Offi ce programs. In addition 
to the mission support Grants, we 
have received signifi cant Church and 
manse improvement Grants as well 
as Technology Grants. We are thank-
ful for this support.

this fall, parts of newfoundland 
suffered from the impact of hurricane 
igor. a path of destruction was carved 

“This is an important time for The United 
Church of Canada and for the

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference.”
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Let’s Celebrate
Beaumont United Church celebrates 85th anniversary

submitted by baRbaRa COLbOuRne

On June 10, 1925, The 
united Church of Canada 
was formed and fi fteen 

days later on June 25, 1925, Beau-
mont united Church was opened. 
The plans were made in 1916 and, 
after nine years of painstaking vol-
unteer labour from the people of 
Beaumont, the church was com-
plete. the patience and care that 
was put into building beaumont 
united Church is evident when 
you observe the high curved ceil-
ings and the beautiful woodwork 
of this 85-year-old building.

On sunday, June 27, a special 
service was held 
at the church 
to celebrate its 
85th anniver-
sary. The ser-
vice, sponsored 
and arranged by 
the Long island 
united Church 
Women, was of-
fi ciated by the 
pastoral Charge 
minister Joan 
brinston with 
organist yvonne 
heath. approximately 65 people 
from all congregations attended 
and enjoyed an hour of worship 
and special singings. thanks to 
Lod anthony of pilley’s island 
for his solos and accordion mu-
sic, sterling morgan for his solo 
and guitar music, Joan burton for 
his lovely duet with sterling, the 
choir who performed one special 
selection “The Church on the Hill 
in Beaumont” written by yvonne 
heath and sung to the tune of 
“Come to the Church in the Wild-
wood.” also thanks to the Long 
island Community Choir who 
got together for this special occa-
sion. they sang “On the Wings of Enos Paddock and Liam Narynski 

cut the 85th anniversary cake.

a Dove” and “Are you Washed in 
the Blood?” accompanied by Ster-
ling morgan on guitar.

a social followed the service at 
the united Church hall, with food 
prepared by the UCW and mem-
bers of the congregation and the 
cutting of the anniversary cake. 
The eldest member Enos Pad-
dock cut the cake along with fi ve-
year-old Liam Narynski.  Liam is 
the grandson of Lewis and hope 
Rowsell, former residents of Long 
island.  Liam was visiting with his 
parents, Michelle and Will Naryn-
ski, from Guelph, Ontario.

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

• 85 KenmOunt ROad • st JOhn’s, nL • a1b 3n7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

Ms. Barbara Colbourne is a member of 
Beaumont United Church on the

Green Bay South Pastoral Charge.

84 Le Marchant Road, St. John’s

1118 Torbay Road, Torbay

tel: (709) 753-6845

fax: (709) 753-0240

info@cauls.ca   www.cauls.ca

Est. 1890

The Beaumont United Church Choir perform a spe-
cial hymn entitled “The Church on the Hill in Beau-
mont”.
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Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

Openness to Divine Creation

A reflection on traditions of The United Church of Canada

submitted by stephen matthews

ethos is defined (in the On-
line Free Dictionary) as 
“the disposition, character, 

or fundamental values peculiar to 
a specific person, people, culture, 
or movement” or “the distinctive 
character, spirit, and attitudes 
of a people, culture, era.”  as a 
denomination, we often speak 
of our ‘church ethos’ – the quali-
ties of what makes us who we are. 
sometimes, we struggle with de-
fining our ethos and maybe that is 
a unique element brought about by 
our inclusive nature.  a foundation 
for our church ethos must be (and 
i believe we strive to make it evi-
dent) that God is at the heart of ev-
erything we are, do, and dream.  

but what happens when we con-
struct a polity around that ethos 
to give our mission support and 
drive?  well, that construction (ad-
ministration, policies, rules, ways 
of behaviour) works well ….. for a 
time.  society changes and the op-
portunities for mission change. 

we also have at the center of our 
being a belief that God is doing a 
new thing.  in fact, we rely upon 
the scriptures to give us evidence 
of God’s doing just that – new 
works in and through us. the peo-

ple of israel, as shown to us in isa-
iah, were a people who struggled 
during a time of exile – a time 
when the ways of their being had 
to be radically changed.  yet, there 
is a promise given them – Thus the 
Lord says ….. do not remember 
the former things or consider the 
things of old. I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it.  I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert. (Isaiah 43:18-19)

I sit at my office desk; it is an 
august winter morning and the 
rain is falling heavily upon the 
inner west of sydney, australia 
where i currently make my home.  
i have been serving within the 
synod of new south wales of 
the uniting Church in australia. 
though australia is a dry conti-
nent, along the coasts there is a 
significant amount of moisture; 
more than enough moisture to pro-
vide for crops and cattle and other 
livestock falls upon the land.  the 
fauna grows abundantly.  in this 
part of australia, farmers fence 
their land so as to prevent their 
livestock from wandering too far. 
but fences are not needed in the 
interior because natural boundar-

ies come into effect. in the interi-
or, amid the arid region, there are 
wellsprings where livestock gath-
er to have their bodies replenished 
and where the plants grow with 
great gusto.  there is no need for 
fences because the animals will 
only travel far enough away to be 
close enough to the wellspring.  
the source of replenishment sets 
the boundary for their wandering 
about – they travel no farther from 
the wellspring because they intui-
tively know the wellspring as the 
source of their life. 

this is a factor of our living – we 
need water and, like the woman at 
the well, we need to be reminded 
that what is at our center is the liv-
ing water that nourishes us.  might 
that be the way we construct our 
limits, not being too far away from 
the wellspring?  

as a denomination, we struggle 
with our polity and we have some-
times erred in our thinking – we 
have let our polity form our ethos 
when instead, our ethos needs to 
be characterized by our under-
standing of God’s will (i.e. call) 
and then polity formulated to sup-
port that ethos.  
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as a people endeavouring to 
seek God’s will for our lives (and 
so have the ethos of our church 
formed by that seeking), we need 
to be less concerned about polity 
fi rst and more focused on ethos.  
polity never sets the initiative for 
ministry; rather, ethos (wherein 
the people are open to God’s call, 
endeavouring to bring into fruition 
God’s will) gives birth to mission 
activities and also nourishes such 
mission. polity may even stymie 
our mission because it may 
limit our imagination and 
our courage to think out-
side of the way things have 
always been.  i am sure we 
have heard: “we can’t do 
that, The Manual says ….”    

i applaud our General 
secretary for the initiative 
of simplifying The United 
Church Manual, but also 
believe that we now have to 
lay aside the tradition of our 
rules that have governed us 
(and for a time, supported 
ministry well) to see what 
new thing God can create. in 
some places, this is already 
happening. presbyteries and 
Conferences are looking at how 
they govern themselves and the 
presenting question that is govern-
ing their discussion is, “what new 
thing is God creating?”  Often, 
these discussions are being initi-
ated by one or two people who 
perceive that God is doing a new 

thing and they give thanks for the 
mission that was done through the 
polity that was set up in our past.  
now is the need for the whole of 
the church to be open to this move-
ment, not limited by our polity, but 
rather led to new understandings 
of polity based on the ethos of the 
church being reborn – God creat-
ing a new thing.  simply put, our 
polity needs to be crafted to sup-
port the call of God being heard in 
our presence. maybe, less focus on 

polity (and the way that we have 
always done church) will allow 
us to be open to the movement of 
God’s spirit. maybe, less bylaws 
and less focus on the way we do 
church will mean a re-invigorated 
sense of mission and a renewed 
openness to the call of God. 

the denomination i am currently 
serving has as one of its statements 
in its basis of union (paragraph 18 
– The People of God on the Way) 
the following statement:  The Unit-
ing Church affi rms that she belongs 
to the People of God of the way to 
the promised end. She prays that 
God, through the gift of the Spirit, 
will constantly correct that which 
is erroneous in her life, will bring 
her into deeper unity with other 
Churches, and will use her wor-

ship, witness and service to 
God’s eternal glory through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
such thoughts, crafted in the 
1970’s, I believe also rep-
resent our thinking in the 
united Church of Canada of 
being open to God’s creating 
in God’s church.  we have 
to be willing to have a new 
ethos created, trusting in 
God who has already given 
a vision; now we need to be 
open to perceive it and live 
it out.  we must be willing to 
dismantle the fences of our 
past to allow the boundaries 
to be set by the wellspring.   
will this be scary? – for 
some.  Will this be liberat-

ing? – for many. will this renew 
our ethos and invigorate our souls?  
God knows?  GOd KnOws!

Stephen and Beverly Matthews are cur-
rently serving the Burwood-Croyden Re-
lated Congregations with the Sydney 
Presbytery, The Uniting Church in Austra-
lia.  Here they stand outside one of their 
congregations.

Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

being open to God’s creating 

Stephen Matthews and his partner 
Beverly are United Church of Canada 

Ministry Personnel serving with The 
Uniting Church in Australia.
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Book Store

Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St.  John’s, NL, A1B 1T9
Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386

ucbookstore@nfld.net
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C h r i s t m a s 
Classics

Christmas carols 
form the soundtrack of 
the holiday season—and 
this book considers the 
“story behind the story” 
for 40 favourite holiday 
songs. Even the most 
familiar carols have a 
little-known history or 
some deeper meaning 
that makes them worthy 
of contemplation. Christ-
mas Classics—The Story 
Behind 40 Favourite Car-
ols provides that intrigu-
ing information for songs 
like “Silent Night,” “Joy 
to the World,” “Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing” 
and more than three doz-
en others.

The First Christmas

What the Gospels Really Teach Us About Jesus’s Birth

Allow God’s Word to 
speak to you through 
the powerful daily 
meditations in The 
Upper Room Disci-
plines. Each page 
offers a unique per-
spective on daily Bi-
ble readings select-
ed from the Revised 
Common Lectionary 
that will help you re-
connect with God. 

$2.50 tax included

Upper Room Disciplines 2011

This volume in the popular 
series of 12 covers all the 
Sundays in Lent through to 
Easter. For each lectionary 
text it includes four brief 
essays on the theological, 
pastoral, exegetical, and 
homiletical challenges of 
the text.

Year A, Volume 2

 $14.95 Regular Print 
 $18.50 Large Print

Feasting on the Word

$48.95 tax included

All

prices

include

tax

This book examines the nativity story in the gospels of Matthew 
and Luke by looking at what these stories mean in the context of 
both the first century and today.    $27.60 tax included

Gathered for Worship

Each topic raised by 
Kervin in this collection 
of discussion starters 
for worship planners is 
a catalyst for a new kind 
of thinking around how 
we frame our worship. 
Creeds, intercultural 
worship, architecture, 
language, song, new 
technology.

A Sourcebook for Worship Committee, 
Leaders, and Teams 

by William S. Kervin

$14.45 tax included

by Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan


