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Children helping children

Grace United Church children in Springdale come to 
the aid of children in Haiti

SUBMITTED BY LORINDA BUTT

In November 2009, the Christian Education Committee and the Sunday School 
of Grace United Church, Springdale hosted a fundraiser in aid of Hands Across 
the Sea-Haiti (HATS-Haiti).  HATS-Haiti is a non-profi t organization serving 

needy children and families in Deschappelles, Haiti.  Founded and directed by 
Karen Huxter (originally from Springdale), HATS-Haiti is comprised of an or-
phanage, a school serving children from preschool to grade 9, and a community 
outreach program.  Thirty percent of the total amount raised from our fundraiser 
was donated to HATS-Haiti.  We raised $387 from this event.  Karen Huxter is an 
amazing lady, though small in stature, who has a huge heart full of love for her 
‘family’ in Haiti.  God has richly blessed the children in having Karen continue her 
work with the orphanage and school.

Hands Across the Sea-Haiti are currently constructing an addi-
tional home for the children’s orphanage in Deschappelles, Hai-
ti.  In this photo of the construction, you see workers digging a 
ditch across the yard for the plumbing of the new septic line.

→ (page 2)
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Emma O’Rourke and Lorinda Butt are co-superintendents and lead-
ers of Grace United Church Sunday School of which there are about 20 
children and youth.  Emma explained to the children how the Haitian 
children at the orphanage and school live.  The children and parents 
were very eager to help the Haitian children in any way they could.  
During the Fall of 2009, our Sunday School made a project called 
“Hogs for Haiti” in which the children made hogs from two-litre pop 
bottles, decorated them, and brought them home to place their pennies, 
nickels and dimes in which resulted in $656.50 being raised for HATS-
Haiti.  We are very proud of our small Sunday School and what they 
wanted to do for the children they have never met.

Karen Huxter’s brother Don Huxter is a member of our church and 
has been to Haiti many times to help with the building of additional 
rooms for the school in Haiti.  Since the devastating earthquake, Don 
has been involved with rebuilding the school and compound so the 
students will not lose time attending school and so those living on the 
compound will have a safe place to live.  Karen and Don and their 
siblings will all be together in January to aid the people in Haiti during 
this very diffi cult time.  For more information on the Hands Across the 
Sea-Haiti program, please go to www.hatshaiti.org. 

Lorinda Butt is a member of Grace 
United Church, Springdale.

At the Septem-
ber 19, 2010 
worship ser-
vice at Jubilee 
United Church, 
Wesleyville, 
Rev. George 
Kean (retired 

minis-
ter) and 
the men’s 
choir led 
an uplifting 
service of 
praise and 
fellowship.  

Service of praise and worship at
Jubilee United Church, Wesleyville

minis-
ter) and 
the men’s 
choir led 
an uplifting 
service of 
praise and 
fellowship.  

Note from Editor:  There are many ways to support overseas work 
including supporting the Mission & Service Fund.  Our M&S Fund 
gifts help fund organizations around the world just like Hands Across 
the Sea-Haiti.
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The Melindys

A Tribute by Ed Smith

Ed Smith is a member of Grace United 
Church, Springdale and a friend of the late 

Rev. Patricia and Lloyd Melindy.

In August of this past summer, 
the congregation of Grace 
United Church in Springdale 

said a sad goodbye to two of its 
members and its immediate past 
minister.

The Rev. Patricia Melindy and 
her husband Lloyd were 
killed when their van col-
lided with a transport 
truck near Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Pat 
had been our minis-
ter for the past two 
years and decided 
to retire in June. To 
celebrate her retire-
ment, she and Lloyd 
decided to drive across 
Canada visiting family and 
friends. They were on their way 
home when the tragic accident oc-
curred.

Both Pat and Lloyd made a 
huge impact on the church and the 
community, having moved here in 
1966. Both were larger-than-life 
personalities and made friends 
easily. Lloyd was an administrator 
in the high school and a volunteer 
in several community organiza-

tions. Pat was a gifted musician 
and brought these gifts with her 
to the church. Often she not only 
conducted the service but played 
the organ and piano as well.

She and I made several music 
albums together and gave concerts 
in many Newfoundland churches 
and communities. Our singing 
partnership ended when Pat decid-

Lloyd and 
Rev. Patricia 

Melindy

ed to become a full-time ordained 
minister. She served the church 
in Catalina-Little Catalina, Hum-
bermouth (Corner Brook) and 
Springdale.

The church and the Town of 
Springdale were in shock for most 

of the summer. Their closer 
friends will say that they 

still cannot believe Pat 
and Lloyd are gone. 
Marion and I lived 
next door to them 
for 36 years. Only 
a long stare at the 
vacant house in the 

next garden convinc-
es us that we will see 

them no more in this life. 
It is a very empty feeling.

The Melindys enriched the lives 
of all who met them and will be 
long remembered by everyone.

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca
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 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca
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W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  N E W F O U N D L A N D  &  L A B R A D O R 
C O N F E R E N C E ,  T H E  U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C A N A D A

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference is one of 13 United Church Conferences across Canada, our Con-
ference being the most easterly.  The oversight of the life and work of our approximately 200 congregations 
is exercised by our East and West Districts, while Conference coordinates and oversees matters that effect 
the combined interests of the two Districts.

Have you checked out the Conference website?

www.newlabconf.com

We offer a search engine for quickly locating information.

We now have a dedicated Events page!  Do you have an event to share or 
are looking for what events are up and coming?  Find it right on our new Events page!

Wondering what Vacancies are available at the Conference or looking for 
a minister? Check out our Vacancies section. Submissions from Pastoral Charges are 
welcome!

Want to share a picture and story? We now feature a rotating picture gallery. 
Why not share a picture of your church or share a picture and story of a special event!

Check out our new Publications section for posters, pamphlets and news-
letters including back issues of “The CONNECTOR” and “UCW – News to Use”.

Announce to the world!  Our Announcements are now prominently featured on 
the first page. Drop by and check out the lastest postings. 

We now have a Find Church/Contact section: Make sure to drop by and 
add your Pastoral Charge contact information!

Our Forms section is now live. There is an opportunity to submit/suggest Confer-
ence-wide forms that should be shared.

Come check out our Bookstore section. We highlight different resources 
each season.

We have a new Contact section for our Conference staff at both the 
St. John’s and Grand Falls-Windsor Conference Offices.

W e  h a v e  r e d e s i g n e d  t h e  w e b s i t e  w i t h  a  n e w  m o d e r n 
l o o k  a n d  h a v e  r e - o r g a n i z e d  t o  m a k e  n a v i g a t i o n  e a s i e r !

Keeping informed in the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference
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Prepared by the East District Communications Committee for the use of all Pastoral Charges in our Conference

Keeping informed in the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference

Conference Communications Poster
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328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

1081 Topsail Rd. 
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 5G1
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

 

238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

F a l l  D i s t r i c t  M e e t i n g s

As we crested the hill over-
looking the picturesque 
town of La Scie, we knew 

we were in for a wonderful week-
end .... what a beautiful view!

Delegates began arriving through-
out the morning of Friday, October 
29, many having travelled long dis-
tances. By noon we were delighted 
to sit and enjoy a delicious lunch 
of homemade soup and sand-
wiches.  Reacquainting with 
old friends and making new 
made for a lively and friendly 
atmosphere in which to begin 
our meeting.

We were welcomed to the 
Court by our Chair, Rev. Paul 
Vardy. Introductions were 
made and we began our open-
ing worship using the inspira-
tional service prepared in recogni-
tion of Stella Burry Community 
Services.

We were very pleased to welcome 
fi ve new clergy to the West District:  
the Rev. Stephen Barbour, the Rev. 
Catherine Gutjahr, the Rev. Myles 
Vardy, the Rev. Brian Hannon, and 
the Rev. Lorne Bungay.  

The theme of this Fall Meeting of 
the West District was “In Our Full-
ness” with emphasis placed on Ra-
cial Justice. 

W e s t  D i s t r i c t  R e p o r t  b y
M s .  L o r r a i n e  E l l i o t t ,  S e c r e t a r y

Four Racial Justice workshops 
were held during the weekend 
with the Rev. Wilson Gonese and 
Mr. Dave Anthony leading.  Racial 
justice training for all active min-
istry personnel was mandated at 
the 39th  General Council 2006 so 
it was felt that by being “a whole 
people of God” - people of every 
colour and cultural background - 

all are touched by racism in many 
ways and all need to become more 
aware.   Working toward racial jus-
tice in all areas of society is a life-
long journey but by working and 
learning together we hope to move 
toward eliminating racism in our 
world.  The workshops were very 
thought provoking and we left feel-
ing that we had made progress and 
had gained deeper awareness of the 
need to strive towards justice in our 
communities.

Our music leader for the weekend 
was Oliver Dingwell, who had us 
dancing back to the Court after our 
breaks.  The various Divisions and 
Committees found creative and in-
formative ways to show us the work 
that is being done throughout the 
District.  

The family of the late Rev. Pat 
Melindy made available a number 
of her books for anyone who wished 
to have them with freewill donations 
going to Stella Burry Community 

Services.  This was very much 
appreciated and will be cher-
ished as reminders of the times 
we had celebrated together 
with Pat.

Another chapter in the lives 
of United Church people on the 
South Coast was acknowledged 
as the church at Grand Bruit 
was closed.  Rev. Paul Vardy 
presented a very beautiful and 

moving slideshow of the visit by 
District representatives and staff in 
June for the closure of this church.  

Worship services during the 
weekend reminded us all of the rea-
son we attend these meetings; not 
just to learn about the work happen-
ing throughout the District but also 
to worship our God and give thanks 
for the opportunity to do so.  Closing 
vespers included a Memorial Ser-
vice where we remembered many 
who have passed away during the 

Picturesque La Scie
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Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

Here are some highlights from 
the fall meeting of East Dis-
trict.

We welcomed New Ministers: 
Rev. Chris Andrews, Rev. Donna 
Lovelace, Rev. Brian Colbourne, Ms. 
Jocelyn Cook, Rev. Joan Conrad, Rev. 
Linda Burt, Rev. Robert Tuck, Rev. 
Heather Sandford, Rev. Grant Stuck-
less, Rev. Peggy Johnson, Rev. James 
von Reison (Retired from Saskatch-
ewan Conference); General Council 
Offi ce Representative: Alan Hall, 
Executive Offi cer Human Resources;  
and Guest Speaker: Rev. Bruce San-
guin and his partner Ann Evans.

All the committees reported.  

Nominations: There were several 
vacancies to be fi lled. Thank you to 
all who offered their time and talent 
for the work of our church. 

UCW: Isabelle Cole gave the UCW 
report and highlighted the important 
work of the UCW. 

Christian Development: There are 
many new initiatives coming out of 
the Christian Development Com-
mittee. There will be a Lay Readers’ 
Workshop in the spring of 2011. There 

is going to be a Sunday School Teach-
ers’ and Youth Leaders’ Workshop in 
the fall of 2011. They are exploring 
the possibility of a workshop on God-
ly Play -- an imaginative approach to 
work with children.  

Church in the World: Kelly Hud-
son-Lewis highlighted several minis-
tries including Over Seas Personnel, 
The Agnes Pratt Board, the TURN 
workshop, there was a table group 
discussion about KAIROS. 

Finance and Administration: There 
was lively discussion about the use of 
Mission Support Grants and where 
East District would like to direct mon-
ey for outreach ministries. 

Pastoral Oversight: This committee 
is working with several congregations 
to both visit other pastoral charges and 
for some pastoral charges to be visit-
ed. This process seems to be working 
well. 

Ministry, Personnel and Education: 
East District approved several calls, 
appointments and terms of settlement. 
The chaplaincy committee highlighted 
the work of the chaplains at the hospi-
tals and Memorial University. Thank 
you to all the groups, pastoral charges 

E a s t  D i s t r i c t  R e p o r t  b y
R e v .  M i r i a m  B o w l b y ,  S e c r e t a r y

and individuals who provide ongo-
ing fi nancial support for chaplaincy 
services.  There is also an ongoing 
need for pastoral relations agents for 
the Joint Needs Assessment and Joint 
Search Processes. General Council 
Representative Alan Hall spoke about 
his ministry at the General Council 
Offi ce. He spoke about the impor-
tance of having all pastoral charges 
signed up for the new payroll service. 

Special Musical Guests: The Aca-
pella group from First United Church 
sang on Saturday night. Thank you 
for sharing your music ministry with 
the court. 

Theme Presentations: The guest 
speaker at the fall meeting was Rev. 
Bruce Sanguin, minister at Canadian 
Memorial United Church in Vancou-
ver and author of “The Emerging 
Church”. He shared his experience of 
change at Canadian Memorial United 
Church and in his second address, 
outlined some ways to bring about 
change in congregations. His presen-
tation inspired lots of discussion and 
gave us some new ways of looking at 
church. 

As Elsie Pottle wrote in her courte-
sies: Thank you to all who came ev-
eryone.  Without you, this work could 
not get done.  

past months.  We especially remembered and gave thanks for the lives of Mr. John Hoddinott and the Rev. Patricia 
Melindy and Lloyd Melindy.

Delegates and guests gathered at Zion United Church and joined with the congregations of the La Scie Pastoral 
Charge for the Sunday morning closing service of worship and to celebrate Holy Communion together.  Following 
a lovely brunch, everyone left for home having enjoyed another wonderful weekend together. Thanks are extended 
to the people of the La Scie Pastoral Charge for their hospitality.
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Book Store

Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St.  John’s, NL, A1B 1T9
Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386

ucbookstore@nfld.net

Encounters with the Holy

Many churches have 
active worship commit-
tees and an abundance 
of resources guides. This 
book offers a conversa-
tional model of worship 
planning that was devel-
oped to train practitio-
ners to be more reflective 
in their worship planning.

Rising with the Morning Star

Weems’s lyrical poetry is a 
reminder of the importance 
of true discipleship. This col-
lection of poems, meant to 
be used in worship, personal 
devotions, and discussions, 
is organized to follow the li-
turgical year from Advent 
through Easter.

$20.90 tax included

From Advent’s Alleluia to 
Easter’s Morning Light

“Once in a great while, a book comes along and makes 
things make sense. With understated humility, The 
Great Emergence unpacks the chaos of contemporary 
cultural upheaval and the religious consequences of 
the changes we now face. Tickle acts as a compas-
sionate guide through the Christian past and toward 
its future, all the while opening the spiritual imagina-
tion to unexpected hopeful possibilities. After reading 
these pages, neither the church nor the world looks 
the same.”

How Christianity is Changing and Why 

$15.30 tax incl.

The Great Emergence

$21.95 tax incl.

All

prices

include

tax

This Lenten devotional invites us to 
move out of the depths of ashes to 
the heights of Easter, where we can 
experience the heart and wholeness 
of all.

May You Rejoice

Second in a series of 
blessing booklets by re-
nowned spiritual writer 
Joyce Rupp, this loving 
birthday blessing costs lit-
tle more than a traditional 
birthday card and is the 
perfect way to express joy 
and prayerful good wishes 
to a friend or loved one.

$4.75 tax 
included

By Betty Lynn Schwab

 

Allpricesincludetax

$11.25 tax incl.

$5.90 tax included

Boxed Cards 
Sympathy: 
(Package of 
12)

This book includes 52 complete 
sermons, lectionary messages, and 
worship aids to expand Sunday 
services as well as children’s ser-
mons,

The Minister’s Manual 2011

$24.55 tax included

Coming Soon

Eco-Footsteps 
to the Cross

A Lenten Study Resource
Ian Macdonald and Barbara Tunnicliffe 

Daily Reflections for Lent

by Phyllis Tickle

- Diana Butler Bass, author, Christianity for the 
Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church Is Trans-
forming the Faith

A Conversational Model for Worship Planning

A Blessing for Your Birthday
by Joyce Rupp

The Minister’s Complete Sourcebook

Poetry for Worship, Study, and Devotion

Ann Weems

By Barbara Day Miller


