
theCONNECTOR
 Easter Greeting • Clergy Retreat •  Books

Inside this issue:

Hurricane Igor Relief .........1-3
Salmon Cove PC ................... 4
Springdale PC ....................... 4
Easter Greeting ...................... 5
Congratulations ..................... 5
Clergy Retreat ....................... 6
New Clergy Orientation ........ 7
United Church Bookstore ..... 8

Newfoundland & Labrador
C o n f e r e n c e
East & West Districts

March 2011

Deadline for Issues:

15th of March
15th of May
15th of July

15th of September
15th of November
15th of January

People come together

National, local, individuals respond to people in need 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Igor

As many of us are aware, on September 21, 2010 Hurricane Igor ripped 
across our province leaving in its path wind-battered towns, flooded 
waters and much destruction.  Towns and communities were isolated 

as rivers overflowed and roads were washed away declaring a state of emer-
gency for many.  Homes, personal belongings, and tragically a person’s life 
were lost throughout this devastating act of nature.  

Little did we know at that time the many acts of love and support that would 
be shown by so many in the face of this tragedy.  A call went out from the Con-
ference President and the Executive Secretary to our United Church people 
across the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference and the responses were 
immediate.  But not just from our Conference -- an outpouring of love and 
concern came from many towns and cities across Canada too.  

→

Ivy Levoy and her friends gather following their Jiggs 
Dinner fundraiser held in Pembroke, Ontario in aid of the 
Hurricane Igor Relief Fund.
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Ms. Ivy (Feltham) Levoy of Pembroke, Ontario decided to turn 
down a birthday celebration that her family and friends had been 
planning in favour of having a fundraiser at Calvin United Church 
in support of Newfoundland.  The party, that included a Jiggs Dinner 

and traditional Newfoundland entertainment, had close to 100 people 
in attendance along with donations from individuals who couldn’t 
attend.  The church hall was decorated with colours of the Newfound-
land and Labrador flag along with photos, books, and other memora-
bilia from the province.  Dinner tables were adorned with information 
cards on towns and cities of Newfoundland and Labrador.  Traditional 
music was supplied for entertainment; fiddle, step dancing, singers.  A 
slide show was presented showing the damage in the Bonavista area 
in the aftermath of the hurricane.  This was no ordinary birthday for 
Ms. Levoy, who grew up in Newfoundland.  “It was a lot of work,” 
said Ms. Levoy, “but we had a good team and we’re very proud that 
we could do something to help our friends in Newfoundland.”

Calvin United Church raised an amazing $5,580.00 at this event.  
According to Ms. Levoy, the congregation regularly supports disas-
ter relief in many areas around the world including Peru, Africa and 
Louisana in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.  “Here was a need in our 
own country and I felt we should do something,” said Ms. Levoy.  It 
may have started as Ivy Levoy’s birthday party but it ended up as a 
community response to assist hurricane-damaged Newfoundland.

T h e 
U n i t e d 
Church of 
Canada re-
sponded to 
the emer-
gency re-
lief work 
for those affected by Hurricane Igor.  A generous contribution of 
$10,000.00 was received from the Justice, Global & Ecumenical Re-
lations Emergency Response Unit.  As a symbol of appreciation to 
The United Church of Canada, a presentation was made to Rev. Carol 

Newfoundland items adorned the tables at the fundraiser.

“It was a lot of work but we had 
a good team and we’re very 

proud that we could do some-
thing to help our friends in 

Newfoundland,” said Ms. Levoy.

→
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Hancock, General Council Officer, 
Conciliar Relations, of two copies 
of the book “Hurricane Igor, In 
the Eye of the Storm”.  This col-
lection of photos showing the toll 
Hurricane Igor took on this prov-
ince  was presented by Rev. Cal-
vin Ginn, Conference President, 
in appreciation for the concern, 
prayers, and financial support of 
the General Council Office.

The response 
from United 
Churches in the 
N e w f o u n d l a n d 
and Labrador Con-
ference was over-
whelming.  So 
many of our Pas-
toral Charges and 
individuals gave 
of their time and 
finances to help 
those affected by 
the worst storm to 
hit our province 
in many decades.  
The La Scie Pas-
toral Charge con-
gregations of Shoe 
Cove and La Scie 
held a Singspira-
tion Love Offering 
and collected a total of $1,975.12.  
So much love was shown from so 
many Pastoral Charges.

At a Conference Sub-Executive 
meeting of October 7, 2010, the 
following motion was passed:

That the Newfoundland & Lab-
rador Conference would initiate a 
Hurricane Igor Financial Appeal 
through our Pastoral Charges, 
with receipts being issued by the 
Pastoral Charge and those funds 
collected will be sent to the New-
foundland & Labrador Confer-

ence Offices for distribution 
through the Canadian Red Cross 
Hurricane Igor Relief Effort.

IGOR FUNDRAISER CHEQUE PRESENTATION TO THE 
CANADIAN RED CROSS FROM THE NEWFOUNDLAND & 
LABRADOR CONFERENCE (l-r) Mr. Frank Nossereau, 
Senior Donor Relations Officer; Dr. Roy West, Chair, 
East District; Rev. Bill Bartlett, Executive Secretary; 
Ms. Rhonda Kenny, Regional Director; Ms. Jaclyn Skin-
ner, Associate, Fund Development.

The Newfoundland and Labra-
dor Conference partnered with the 
Canadian Red Cross in this effort.  
“We are committed to excellent 
stewardship of any funds entrusted 
to us and to transparency in dem-
onstrating that these funds indeed 
remain in Newfoundland and Lab-
rador to assist in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Igor,” as stated in corre-
spondence from Frank Nossereau, 
Senior Donor Relations Officer 

with the Cana-
dian Red Cross, 
Newfoundland 
and Labrador Re-
gion.

On Decem-
ber 21, 2010, 
a cheque was 
presented to the 
Canadian Red 
Cross from the 
Newfoundland 
and Labrador 
Conference for 
a grand total 
of $32,183.12.  
Wow!

Thank you all 
for your care, con-
cern and thought-

fulness.  Together we assisted in 
helping to rebuild many lives and 
homes!
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Work progressing well on the manse in Salmon Cove.

On September 28, Grace Unit-
ed Church, Springdale welcomed 
Rev. Catherine Gutjahr as their 
new minister at a covenanting 
ceremony attended by repre-
sentatives of West District. Rev. 
Gutjahr comes to her first post-
ing from Sudbury, Ontario. As a 
newcomer to this province, she 
soon found her initial unfamil-
iarity replaced by the warm em-
brace offered by the congregation. 
Linda Brett, Chair of the Board 
of Management, formally greeted 
Rev. Gutjahr by welcoming her 
to the church and community. “A 
covenanting service,” Brett said, 
“is intended to confirm the bond 
between the congregation and the 
minister to form a mutual min-
istry, each relying and support-
ing the other while spreading the 
Christian message of faith, love 
and hope.”  

Members of the Board of Stew-
ards presented Rev. Gutjahr with 

The good news is our manse 
has gotten a long overdue 
facelift. There’s 

new siding, new windows, 
new doors, new patio and 
the list goes on. But there’s 
even better news! All this 
has been accomplished be-
cause members of the Pas-
toral Charge volunteered 
their time and talents.

A small group took 
ownership of the proj-
ect and said ‘We can do 
this.’  With that kind of 
leadership, the work be-
gan and the group grew every day. 
They showed up every morning at 

Salmon Cove-Perry’s Cove 
Pastoral Charge

8:00 am eager to work. Those who 
couldn’t contribute carpentry skills, 

ran errands, kept the work site tidy, 
baked muffins and goodies for cof-

fee breaks or just spoke words of 
encouragement and appreciation.

Every day for a month 
you could see those volun-
teers at work. You could hear 
their hammers and saws, but 
more importantly, you could 
feel the excitement in the air 
throughout the faith commu-
nity.

So, the best news of all is 
that with that kind of lead-
ership, cooperation, com-
mitment and dedication, we 
know the Spirit is alive and 
well in Salmon Cove and 

Perry’s Cove. 

Springdale Pastoral Charge

(l-r) Incoming minister Rev. Catherine 
Gutjahr cuts her covenanting cake 
accompanied by Linda Brett, Board 
Chair, and Steve Gutjahr, husband of 
Catherine.

the ritual symbols of office: water, 
a Bible and a globe. Board mem-

ber Ed Smith presented a message 
on the meaning of covenanting and 

Covenanting in the 
midst of heartbreak

- Joy Rose

- Jerry Brett

the relationship between a congre-
gation and its minister. This rela-
tionship was strengthened during 
the aftermath of the sudden death 
of outgoing minister Rev. Pat and 
husband Lloyd Melindy in August. 
The congregation rallied to sup-
port the newly arrived minister as 
she dealt with the bereaved family 
and community. The sudden loss 
of two lifelong members proved 
to be both a defining moment and 
refining occasion. Throughout this 
tragedy, the consolation and com-
fort Rev. Gutjahr provided deep-
ened the bond between her and the 
congregation. Both emerged from 
the crisis with a newly found ap-
preciation of each other’s role. 

As quoted from Micah, “What 
else is required of us but that we 
seek justice and walk humbly with 
our God.”   Thank you Rev. Gut-
jahr for walking with us and re-
building our brokenness.

Many hands make 
l ight work
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Lenten/Easter Greetings

Lent & Easter is late this year and thus we may see signs of new life all around us.  
We are once again reminded that the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
central to our Christian faith.

As we undertake Lenten studies, make preparations for Palm Sunday, Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday, may we indeed be filled with renewed hope and joy. 

May all of you, lay people and Ministry Personnel, know that your ministry in the East 
and West Districts of the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference, The United Church of 
Canada is deeply appreciated.   It is our prayer during this Holy season of Lent and Easter 
that our commitment and faith will be strengthened and we will move into the mystery of 
the future with renewed energy.

Blessings to you all,

Andrea Pauline Wheaton with her son 
Pierson Alexander Michalski. 

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Andrea Pauline 
Wheaton, daughter of Julia and Lew-
is Wheaton, long-time members of 
Frederickton United Church on the 
Carmanville Pastoral Charge.  Andrea 
was recognized as a Designated Lay 
Minister on May 30, 2010 at the Cel-
ebration of Ministries service of the 
Toronto Conference.  Andrea contin-
ues her Christian Development work 
at Collier Street United Church in 
Barrie, ON since her appointment in 
1998 originally as Staff Associate.

President Rev. Calvin Ginn and the Conference Staff:
St. John’s Conference Office - Rev. Bill Bartlett, Rev. Faith March-MacCuish, Alison Piercey, Susan Critch, 
Leona Laundry
Grand Falls-Windsor Conference Office - Rev. Roger Janes, Joan Hawkins
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T his year the annual Clergy 
Retreat was held at the Pi-
netree Lodge and Cabins in 

Traytown, Bonavista Bay.  The an-
nual retreat is a time out for clergy 
to nurture our souls, build rela-
tionships and check in with col-
leagues.  This year the theme was 
“Deepening the Soul’s Autumn 
Passage.”  The leadership team for 
the retreat was the Right Reverend 
Peter Short and his partner Ms. 
Susan Short.  

The retreat offered a safe and 
supportive community to consider 
the difficult questions of church 

leadership and an opportunity to 
be grounded in the gifts that called 
us to ministry.  The three days 
were broken into group sessions 
for discussion, contemplation and 
worship, partnering for reflecting 
and individual journalling.  There 
was time spent in prayer and time 
spent talking about prayer.  It was 
an opportunity for us to rediscover 
our roots of faith and to find kin-
ship with those who live a com-

mon experience of ministry.  One 
of the statements from Peter that 
stands out for me was the state-
ment, “You always have what you 
need within you to take the next 
step.”   For me that statement 
speaks to all of us, not only those 
of us who are in ministry.  There 
are times in our lives when putting 
our feet on the floor and starting a 
new day may be a challenge.  

There are things in our lives that 
we may have to face that are most 
difficult.  For clergy, we are called 
to minister 
to people in 
times of need, 
in times of 
crisis, at times 
when people 
are most vul-
nerable, and 
we are called 
to do this 
even when 
our own lives 
may be dif-
ficult.  When 
those mo-
ments are be-

fore us, if we can only remember 
that God gives us what we need, 
and that when we have what we 
need to take the next step within 
us, we will. 

Thank you to all the clergy who 
were at the event.  As Peter said, 
“The first step is arriving” and 
recognizing that this is something 
that all clergy need.  Thank you to 
all the Pastoral Charges who en-
abled their ministers to have this 
time away, for you are contribut-
ing to the well being of your cler-
gy.  Thank you to Pinetree Lodge 
and Cabins; your hospitality was 
paramount to providing a home 
away from home.  And thank you 
to those who did the planning and 
the special touches. 

The annual Clergy Retreat for 
2011 will be held November 1-3. 
It is the East District’s turn to host.  
While the location has not been 
determined yet, it will be a loca-
tion in the East District. 

SUBMITTED BY REV. FAITH MARCH-MACCUISH, CONFERENCE PERSONNEL MINISTER 

Clergy Retreat

Finding kinship with others who live 
common experiences and common challenges

A friendly welcome from 
the venue in Traytown.

Clergy gather after a time of renewal, rejuve-
nation, rediscovery and friendship.

Theme speakers Rt. Rev.  
Peter Short and Susan Short 
accept an appreciation gift 
from the gathered clergy. 
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Each year, the Newfound-
land and Labrador Con-
ference are privileged 

to welcome into our midst new 
clergy. These new clergy are 
those who have been students 
amongst us who have been new-
ly Ordained, Commissioned or 
received as Designated Lay Min-
isters. They are also those who 
have come to our Conference 
through the Transfer and Settle-
ment process or those who have 
accepted a call or appointment.  

As a way of welcoming these 
clergy and helping them get to 
know each other, we host a New 
Clergy Orientation.  This year 
our orientation was pre-empted 
by Hurricane Igor.  All of us were 
enroute and were stuck in various 

locations across the province.  For-
tunately all had a safe place to stay 
to ride out the storm.  We then had 
to regroup and find a time when 
all were able to reschedule.  We 
were finally able to come together 
at St. Catherine’s Renewal Centre 
in Grand Falls-Windsor from De-
cember 6-7, 2010. 

While the timing of the event 
was late in the year, it was a good 
event nonetheless.  There was time 
to get to know each other -- where 
we were from and where we are 
now in ministry.  There was oppor-
tunity to discuss the administrative 
duties of the Pastoral Charge as it 
pertains to church regulations and 
government regulations. We dis-
cussed expectations of ministry; 
both those that are internal to our-

New Clergy Orientation

SUBMITTED BY REV. FAITH MARCH-MACCUISH, CONFERENCE PERSONNEL MINISTER 

A time of introduction and education

 
A very special welcome from the  

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference to:

Rev. Stephen Barbour – Botwood Pastoral Charge
Rev. Catherine Gutjahr – Springdale Pastoral Charge

Ms. Christina Hague – Nipper’s Harbour Pastoral Charge
Rev. Peggy Johnson – Whitbourne Pastoral Charge

Rev. Sheldon LeGrow – Gander Pastoral Charge
Rev. Donna Lovelace – Burin Pastoral Charge

Rev. Fran Ota – Corner Brook - Humber Pastoral Charge
Rev. Robert Tuck – Little Heart’s Ease Pastoral Charge

selves and those that are external 
help by the worshipping commu-
nity.  Rev. Roger Janes, Confer-
ence staff person for Program and 
Leadership Development, led us 
in a course of Role Renegotia-
tion Models; a very helpful tool 
enabling ministers and congrega-
tions to understand the roles and 
expectations of each other. 

We also were able to avail of the 
services of the United Church’s 
Employee Assistance Program 
and have a counselor lead us in 
two sessions:   “Living Well with 
Stress” and “Stress Relaxation 
Techniques”. There was time for 
discussion and dinner together. 
There was opportunity for ques-
tions and answers, worship and 
laughter. 
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Sankofa – The Histories and Heritages of Black Peoples in The United 
Church of Canada - DVD 

This resource introduces diverse histories and heritages of black peoples in the United 
Church, helps make connections between faith, identity and culture.  Facilitates a 
deeper understanding of the United Church’s commitment to becoming an intercultural, 
anti-racist church.  Inspires faith-filled work toward active change on a personal, congre-
gational and societal level.

Book Store

Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St.  John’s, NL, A1B 1T9
Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386

ucbookstore@nfld.net

 Allpricesincludetax

Preaching That Matters 
by Stephen Farris

Preaching is the art of building a 
bridge in the hearer’s mind from the 
ancient world of the biblical text to 
the realities of our daily lives.  Ste-
phen Farris offers splendid insights 
into ways that the Bible can connect 
with modern life and gives specific 
guidance to preachers on how to 
make these connections happen.

Celebrate the joyous feast of Eas-
ter in its global perspective with 
this National Geographic volume 
featuring over 25 vibrant photo-
graphs. Witness the holiest day 
on the Christian calendar as it is 
celebrated throughout the world: 
from the famous Easter Egg Roll at 
the White House to the traditional 
bonfires throughout Europe; with 
traditional Easter dances in Africa 
and Easter feasts in Australia; and 
the universally popular colouring of 
eggshells worldwide.

Prayers for Lent and Holy Week 
by David N. Mosser

 

Handy helpful prayers to use in public worship during Lent and Holy 
Week.  The collection includes invocations, opening prayers, prayers of 
confession, and pastoral prayers for the Sundays of Lent, Palm/Passion 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday services.  Drawn from a vari-
ety of traditions, the prayers in this collection will aid any congregation as 
it worships throughout the journey of Lent.                     $14.95 tax included

Worship Creatively: Lent and Easter
by David Tippett

This collection of over 20 creative worship 
pieces makes Lent and Easter planning 
easier.  With everything from brief openings 
and closings to ideas on transforming the wor-
ship space, interactive readings, spoken word, 
and short scripts, this book brings the ancient 
story to life for the modern worshipper. $25.50 tax 

included

Celebrate Easter: With Coloured 
Eggs, Flowers, and Prayer 
(Holidays Around the World)

by Deborah 
Heiligman 

$8.50 tax incl.

All

prices

include

tax

$27.30 tax included


