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 Neighbours in Time of Need
A service remembering the victims of Typhoon Haiyan

Connector
East & West Districts

Newfoundland & Labrador Conference

the
      January 2014, Volume 23, No. 1

In this 
issue:

submitted by HeatHer Jackson

Continued on page 3

on november 8, 2013, typhoon Haiyan, one 
of the biggest typhoons ever recorded, ripped 
through the islands of central Philippines. 

the super typhoon destroyed the entire region leav-
ing 12 million people home-
less, 10,000 dead and infra-
structures and livelihood 
destroyed. the tragedy was 
enormous. it was unbearable 
to witness on television the 
havoc it caused. 

on sunday morning fol-
lowing the destruction, rev. 
nancy mojica-Fisher, our 
minister at Green’s Harbour 
Pastoral charge, called upon 
us to send prayers of hope, 
peace, and love to her coun-
try of birth.  

rev. nancy asked us to 
help her help the people in the Philippines. moved 
by her compassion, the Green’s Harbour Pastoral 
charge felt the need to support our minister and the 
people of the Philippines. We responded in faith. 

■  Typhoon Haiyan  ■  Conference Priorities  ■  Clergy Retreat  ■  GC42  
■  100th Anniversary  ■  Pull-Tabs for Wheelchairs  ■  Bookstore

on november 25th, a Gospel concert was held at 
Green’s Harbour united church in support of the vic-
tims of typhoon Haiyan. 

it was a special service of prayer and worship, with 
a gospel musical montage of 
hymns and songs, performed 
by various choirs and gospel 
singers from neighbouring 
united churches and musi-
cians from the local area.  

in attendance were vari-
ous clergy, local community 
organizations and special 
guests from the Filipino 
community in st. John’s 
(don alvio, romel maliga-
ya and dr. eric elli).

With our church filled to 
capacity, it was an opportu-
nity to lend our spiritual and 

financial support to the victims. 

a goodwill offering was collected and a total of   
more than $3,600 was raised at this event. all dona-
tions were forwarded to the united church of cana-

Faith United Church, Green's Harbour 
hosted a special service of worship and 
gospel music in support of the people of  
the Philippines.
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clergy retreat 2013 of the newfoundland and Labrador 
conference of the united church of canada was held on 
november 4-6  at the Wilds, a beautiful natural place on salmo-

nier Line.  thirty-two clergy and special guest, brian mitchell-Walker, 
gathered to explore Enriching our Connection with God with the Wisdom 
of the Enneagram.

b r i a n 
m i t c h e l l - 
Walker  has 
ex t ens ive 
training in 
the dynam-
ics of the 
enneagram 
Pe r sona l -
ity type 
system and 
used this 
training to 
make our 

retreat a time to explore the enneagram to guide us to move beyond 
personality to a spiritual dimension of knowing oneself.

the event was a time of nurturing as brian introduced us to the nine 
personality types of the enneagram: the reformer, the Helper, the 
achiever, the individualist, the investigator, the Loyalist, the enthu-
siast, the challenger, and the Peacemaker.

through exploring these nine types, we had fun, laughter, fellowship 
and worship thus becoming more aware of the reality of each moment 
in our lives and ministry.  

thank you brian for helping us to see that we should practice 
to be enriched by being mindfully well. thank you as well to revs. 
Heather sandford, kathy brett and miriam bowlby for organizing this 
inspiring event.

The Clergy Retreat tradition 
of special guests becoming 
honourary Newfoundlanders 
continues. Brian Mitchell-
Walker starts a new tradition 
of kissing the cod via iPad.

Clergy in the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference gathered for the 
annual Clergy Retreat; a time of enrichment, learning and friendship.

Ms. Joan Brinston is the minister fot the  
Garnish-Frenchman's Cove Pastoral Charge.

C l e r g y  R e t r e a t
Enriching our connection with God

by Joan Brinston
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Ms. Heather Jackson is a member of the 
Green's Harbour Pastoral Charge.

da.  donated funds will be distrib-
uted to united church partners in 
the Philippines and act alliance 
for relief and reconstruc-
tion efforts. the canadian 
government matched, dol-
lar for dollar, donations 
made to the united church.

the Green's Harbour 
Pastoral charge were more 
than happy to help plan this 
event with rev. nancy to 
help her people and show 
her that we were there for 
her during this tragedy which has 
affected her country of birth. 

the process of rebuild-
ing the lives of the people 
and the region will be a long 
journey, considering the 
magnitude of destruction, 
but we were happy to be a 
part of that process through 
this special event.

some notable parts of the 
service included a poem 
read by elsie Pottle entitled 
A Tree by esther campbell. 
it was a great analogy to the 

Filipino people, as it described 
that the branches of the tree can 

be blown to the ground but they 
always rebound and continue to 
thrive and grow.

dr. eric elli, president of the 
Filipino community, sang Lift 
Up Your Hands, a beautiful song 
of hope and faith composed by a 
Filipino musician. don alvio and 
romel maligaya presented a slide 
show of the region before and af-
ter the typhoon. it was eerie to see 

that a storm of nature could pro-
duce such devastation and show 
no mercy. 

one particular point of inter-
est was the singing of the closing 
hymn How Great Thou Art. the 

hymn was printed verse by verse 
in Filipino and english.  rev. nan-
cy and other Filipinos present sang 
it in their language and the remain-
der of the congregation joined and 
we all sang alternately the chorus 
in english and  Filipino. it was a 
very moving and touching way to 
end the evening. 

this event underlined that com-
passion for people whose lives are 
affected by devastation and suffer-
ing can be shown globally as well 
as locally.  

after the service, a social fel-
lowship and lunch took place at 
the church hall. 

it was a spiritually uplifting  
event and everyone felt the joy of 
being a neighbor in time of need!

Donated funds were distributed to 
United Church partners in the Philip-
pines for relief and reconstruction ef-
forts but help continues to be needed.

Members of the Filipino Community 
from St. John's participated in the 
Gospel Concert.

The Green's Harbour Pastoral 
Charge Choir performed for the 
people gathered.

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
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Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net
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St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
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73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
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Two Locations:

Local singers from Whiteway 
United Church.

Neighbours in Time of Need (Continued from cover)
w

w
w

.u
ni

te
d-

ch
ur

ch
.c

a

Jan 2014.indd   3 12/3/2013   7:38:51 Pm



4     the Connector, January 2014

the newfoundland and Lab-
rador conference meeting 
in bay roberts in June 2012 

made a motion for the Priority setting 
task Group. 

the primary mandate of this task 
Group was to set the ministry Priori-
ties for the newfoundland and Labra-
dor conference 2013-2015 triennium 
(which was later changed to reflect 
2014-2016 triennium) and to provide 
a plan for financially supporting those 
named priorities. 

the task Group was asked to con-
sult widely throughout the confer-
ence as they did this important piece 
of work.

the task Group held two telecon-
ference meetings in the Fall of 2012 

and developed a survey which was 
circulated to all Pastoral charges/
congregations as well as being dis-
tributed at the Fall district meetings 
for discussion and feedback. the per-
centage of responses from the survey 
was better than the average return.

the task Group undertook a two-
day retreat to consider the feedback 
and draft recommendations. 

those recommended priorities 
were then presented to conference 
executive in march 2013 and execu-
tive gave approval on the direction of 
the task Group.  

the recommended priorities were 
then presented to delegates at the east 
and West districts spring meetings 
with feedback again requested.  

the Priority setting task Group 
then had a final retreat in which pro-
posed actions, priority of implementa-
tion, implementation responsibilities, 
time frames, and financial impacts 
were discussed and recommended. 

the task Group then presented 
their work to the east and West dis-
tricts one last time for final comments.

all feedback was positive and help-
ful. Feedback was then incorporated 
into the final report for Conference 
executive on november 27, 2013. 

conference executive approved 
the full report and its implementation.  
the task Group was thanked and dis-
banded. conference executive put in 
place a team to monitor progress and 
implementation. 

CONFERENCE PRIORITIES 2014-2016 (in no particular order)

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT:

 ● Focus on support for the leadership of congregational ministry and mission at all levels.

 ● Pastoral charges/congregations be enabled to give appropriate priority to their own needs.

 ● Provide volunteer consultants to help Pastoral charges/congregations determine their viability, including shared 
ministries and amalgamation.

 ● encourage and enable the accountability of Pastoral charges/congregations to themselves and other courts of the 
church.

 ● educate, inform and challenge our Pastoral charges/congregations on the meaning of being part of the united 
church of canada, understanding the role of the various courts of the church and the privileges and responsibilities 
of church membership.

 ● encourage Pastoral charges/congregations to be part of community outreach and partnering with other groups to 
create a presence in their community.

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES: 
 ● strengthen our ministry and outreach to youth and young adults (and other targeted ministries) by actively seeking 

support for a youth & young adult minister or develop a model for strengthening youth and young adult ministries

STRENGTHENING OF GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES:
 ● revision of the frequency and purpose of conference and district meetings.
 ● Go to one joint Conference and District meeting a year until the findings of the Comprehensive Review are approved 

and implemented. to begin in 2015.
 ● support and strengthen the function of conference and districts' executives and their committees by ensuring con-

sistency in their policy and operating procedures.
 ● strengthen the use of technology in the conduct of administration and decision making processes.

VOLUNTEERS:
 ● become better stewards of volunteer ministry time and gifts.
 ● Provide more training opportunities and educational support to enable and empower volunteers and committees.

 Newfoundland and Labrador Conference Pr ior it ies
by Rev. Faith March-MacCuish, Conference Executive Secretary
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CHAPLAINCY:
 ● renew ecumenical dialogue with a view to changing chaplaincy model.
 ● identify and empower the appropriate people to commence and facilitate the 

dialogue between denominations.
 ● Phase out the funding of the current model of chaplaincy over a four year 

period and develop a plan to ensure that united church members still receive 
chaplaincy services.

 ● engage Health authorities and memorial university in assuming control and 
funding of this ministry.

MISSION AND SERVICE:
 ● continue dialogue on the priorities and use of mission and service funding.
 ● create a task group to develop a policy based on principles of using mission 

and service funding as start up funds, but not as perpetual program funding.
 ● allocate mission and service funds to assist start up ministries such as quar-

terly ministerial support to remote Pastoral charges and to youth ministries. 

STEWARDSHIP:
 ● ensure that decision makers in all courts of the church are aware of, understand and apply the principles of faithful 

stewardship and discipleship in their decision making and action.
 ● revisit terms of reference of trusts regarding their purpose and usefulness.
 ● Freeze bottom line of conference & district budgets 2014 levels (with a cost of living adjustment) for next three years.
 ● method of Pastoral charge assessments be reviewed.
 ● Improve the budgetary process to accurately reflect the funding of program goals and objectives.
 ● appropriate sharing of the proceeds from the sale of church property.
 ● Free up a percentage (10%) of the total conference and district committee budgets to use for new initiatives.
 ● educate, inform & challenge Pastoral charges/congregations on the meaning of being part of the united church of 

canada, understanding the role of various courts of church and privileges & responsibilities of church membership.

CONFERENCE OFFICE:
 ● Ensure stability of Conference Office funding.
 ● Re-examine workload of staff support to committees enabling increased staffing to Pastoral Charges/Congregations.

 Newfoundland and Labrador Conference Pr ior it ies C o n f e r e n c e 
P r i o r i t i e s 
2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 6
(in no particular order):

 g Congregational Support

 g Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries

 g Strengthening of 
Governance Structures

 g Volunteers

 g Chaplaincy

 g Mission and Service

 g Stewardship

 g Conference Office

these priorities will be the focus 
of our conference work for the next 
three years. there will be progress re-
ports at each meeting of conference 
executive.

special thank you to Priority set-
ting task Group and especially chair 
dr. roy West. they completed a help-
ful set of priorities for conference. 

thank you also to members of the 
conference who have given very 
honest feedback and suggestions on 
where you see the ministry and mis-
sion of our conference. 

this is not an easy time to be the 
church, yet it is an important time to 
be the church. it is our time to be part 
of the mission and ministry of christ.

i pray that we live faithful-
ly to God’s call in the midst of 
much change. 

Full report of the priorities are 
posted on the newfoundland and 
Labrador conference website. 
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Lorraine elliott of the Gander Pastoral 
charge does a lot of travelling, and  
like most seasoned travellers, prefers to 

travel lightly. but these days, the more she trav-
els, the heavier her luggage becomes. in fact, 
wherever she travels in West district, espe-
cially, people seem anxious to weigh her down, 
and Lorraine couldn't be happier. 

the word is out, you see, that pop can alumi-
num pull-tabs can be very useful for more than 
simply opening cans.  and wherever Lorraine 
goes, there are individuals and groups who give 
her bags and boxes of the pull-tabs to take back 
to Gander.

it began with robert Hampson. robert is a 
young man who shortly after his fourth birth-
day was diagnosed with a brain tumour. the 
necessary surgery left him blind. He success-
fully battled a second tumour at the age of 14.

after many operations and much treatment, 
he is currently an active medal-holding com-
petitive swimmer who loves guitar and wood-
working and includes, among his other activi-
ties, rock climbing, skiing and sailing.  

Wanting to help 'those less fortunate', rob-
ert discovered that aluminum pull-tabs could 
be converted to cash at recycling depots.  He 
determined that that cash could be used to give 
assistance to children who may require wheel-
chairs and related equipment.

robert is a friend of rev. stephanie mcclel-
lan who introduced robert and the pull-tab col-
lection to the Gander Pastoral charge. 

since the start of the campaign on the Gander Pastoral charge 
in 2006, more than $3,700 has been raised for The Robert Hamp-
son Tabs for Kids Fund, simply by saving aluminum pull tabs.  
and the word has spread, so that there are now individuals and 
congregations all around West district who are helping the cause.

thanks to all of you, halfway through 2013, Gander Pastoral 
charge cashed in another whopping 822 pounds of tabs realizing 
almost $500. and the pull-tabs keep coming!  

Would you care to join in this worthwhile project?  tell your 
friends, tell your neighbors, tell your congregation, tell every-
one and keep those pull-tabs coming.  these small items make a 
huge difference in the life of a child.  

Fraser road united church in Gander continues to be a drop-
off point in this conference for the collection of tabs. For more 
information, call (709) 256-3000 or check out Robert's website 
www.poptabsforwheelchairs.ca.

and if you see Lorraine, ask her if she has room in her luggage 
for your tabs.

Thank you to Lorraine Elliott and the people of the 
Gander Pastoral Charge for this ministry.

Robert Hampson and 806 pounds of pop can tabs.

Tu r n i n g  Pu l l -Ta b s  i n t o  W h e e l c h a i r s 
N e w s  f r o m  G a n d e r 

P a s t o r a l  C h a r g e 
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messages were received including 
from former minister rev. katherine 
Gregory and the Official Board of the 
Heart’s content Pastoral charge.  a 
plaque was presented to st. matthews 
from the Heritage committee and 
town of new Perlican.

a special thank you to eric seward 
for being master of ceremonies; nao-
mi meadus, guest speaker; bertha 
conway and William clarke for cut-
ting the anniversary cake; and susan 
critch for creating such a beautiful 
display board of our church and for 
searching the archives for informa-
tion and documentation dating back 
to 1913.

to close out the weekend, the an-
niversary church service was held on 
sunday, september 22 led by rev.  
cole.  We were once again honoured 
to have many former clergy in at-
tendance: rev. denine morgan; rev. 

on september 20, 2013, st. 
matthews united church, 
new Perlican celebrated 

their 100th anniversary with a special  
banquet and service held in honour of 
the celebration.  

We were privileged to have in 
attendance at the banquet confer-
ence executive secretary, rev. Faith 
march-maccuish; President of con-
ference, rev. Wayne blackwood 
and chair of east district, rev. sue 
White.  

Former clergy were also able to 
attend: ray case, clarence cole and 

elsie Pottle 
along with 
current clergy 
rev. roscoe 
cole and rev. 
irene sutton 
from the an-
glican church.  

dianne crewe, oliver dingwell, 
elizabeth Fox, Wilson Gonese, Lo-
retta Hancock, beulah Hayley, rob 
knight, Guy matthews, ernest Pad-
dock, Lisa Potter, Florence sanna, 
roy West, and susan White. 

at the 2014 spring district meet-
ings, delegates will be electing the 
commissioners for Gc42 -- 16 of 
them.  they will become some of 
the new faces of General council. 

if you are a delegate to district, 
you may want to consider offering 
your name -- and face.

council is made up of commis-
sioners who are elected from all the 
conferences of the united church 
of canada.  

Far from being a nameless and 
faceless hoard, the council is made 
up of an equal number of lay people 
and ministry personnel, some of 
whom may share a pew with you on 
sunday morning or preside at wor-
ship in your congregation.  they are 
elected as commissioners for one 
council and serve as such until the 
sitting of the next council.  

our current commissioners for 
2012-2015 are stephen barbour, 
Wayne blackwood, sharon collins, 

in august of 2015, the 42nd meet-
ing of General council will take 
place at corner brook, only the 

second time that the council has 
met in newfoundland and Labrador. 

When we think of the General 
council, if we think of it at all, we 
tend to think of it in terms of an of-
fice building in Etobicoke in On-
tario or some of its representatives 
like the moderator, Gary Patter-
son, or the General secretary, nora 
sanders.  and on our worst days, we 
think of it as being that crowd up 
there, wherever up there might be.  

Well, the General council has a 
face -- 358 of them in fact. For the 

100th Anniversary
St. Matthews United Church, New Perlican

GC42

The  Fa ce  o f  Gene ra l  Coun c i l

L i n d a 
Pike; rev. 
W a y n e 
b l a c k -
w o o d ; 
clarence 
cole and 
elsie Pot-
tle. 

special 
acknowl-
e d g e -
m e n t s 
were giv-
en to the 
singing group from mcdowell united 
church; Howard and carl sooley; 
and ern bishop who all participated 
in the service.  

after a delightful weekend of fel-
lowship, all departed for a safe jour-
ney home.  many thanks to everyone 
who helped!   God bless you all.

BY ROSALiNd CRiTCH

Bertha Conway and 
William Clarke, two old-
est members of the New 
Perlican congregation.

Submitted by Rev. Russell Small, Chair, 
Connector Editorial Board. 

Jan 2014.indd   7 12/3/2013   7:38:54 Pm



Plan for seasonal worship and special sundays more easily 
with this range of easy-to-use dramas and ideas, all based 
on the lectionary readings. the accompanying cd-rom 
includes downloadable resources. $41.55 tax included

U
ni

te
d 

Ch
ur

ch
 B

oo
k 

St
or

e 
&

 G
ift

s

Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Creative Ideas for Using Scripture in Worship 
 with CD-Rom

A Lenten Candle Liturgy, a 
Lenten Tenebrae and Confes-
sion, and service ideas for Palm 
Sunday and Maundy Thursday 
that use drama are just a few of 
the gems packed into the sea-
sonal resource section.

Living Ecological 
Justice: a Biblical 
Response to the 

Environmental Crisis

Worship for the Whole People of God

N. T. Wright (Author)
Paul and the Faithfulness of God

This new book from Cit-
izens for Public Justice is 
designed as a study and 
worship resource for in-
dividuals, small groups, 
and congregations, in-
terested in learning more 
about ecological justice 
and seeking ways to live 
out these beliefs in daily 
life and public witness.

by Paul S. Glass

This highly anticipated two-book fourth volume in N. T. 
Wright's magisterial series, Christian Origins and the Ques-
tion of God, is destined to become the standard reference 
point on the subject for all serious students of the Bible and 
theology. 

This new book on worship by renowned hymn writer and 
professor Ruth C. Duck provides theological foundations 
for worship and explores the variety of ways Christians 
have adapted worship to various cultures to help them live 
faithfully and to communicate the Gospel to others.  $40.95 
tax included.

$14.00 tax included

by Ruth C. Duck

Vital Worship for the 21st Century

$10.50 tax incl.

Gathering: 
Lent 

Easter

a collection of songs for children's music programs. 
also offers some excellent children's prayers. a col-
lection with both leaders and children in mind, for 
church, school, choir, camp, or an informal gathering. 
old favourites and new treasures.

Joyful Noise

$12.95 tax included

Songs of Faith and Fun for Children

C o n f r o n t e d  B y  J e s u s :

  Rev. Debbie McMillan casts familiar tales 
in a new light revealing the hard learning, 
fresh doubts, and the need for courage that 
left those who met Jesus healed and yet not 
healed, whole and yet not whole. A week-
by-week study guide complements the 
reflections. $13.95 tax included

Daily Reflections For Lent by Debbie McMillan
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